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Mr. President ,
On behalf of the Governm ent and People o f the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, I
co ngratulate you on your c1ection to the Presidency o f this sixty- fi fth sess ion of the
United Nations General Assembl y. I assure you of my dele gation' s full support and
coo peration. I also extend sincere gratitude to your predecessor, Dr. Ali Abdussa larn
Treki for his stewardship of this Assembly durin g the sixty- fourth sessio n.
I also take this o pportunity to express co ndo lences on behalf of my Go vernment to the
Governme nt and People of Pakistan for the loss ofl ives and prop erty susta ined as a result
of the devastatin g floods affecting their regio n. The Gov ernment and people of The
Bahamas stand in solidarity with Pakistan.
Mr. Presiden t,
One o f the greatest casualties of the g lobal economic and financial crisis has been the loss
in speed toward achieving the development goals, including the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG s).
We arc encouraged by the decline in the number of people living in absolute poverty, and
the reported increased access to primary and secondary education for some. We arc
mindful that high-levels of infant and child mortality; unsatisfactory reduction in the rate
of maternal mortality; continued high incidences of sexual violence against women and a
rise in the prevalence of HIV continue to persist in too many countries.
The World Health Organization forecasts that between 2006 and 20 15, deaths from noncommunicable dise ases will increase worldwide by 17 per cent. The increasing risks and
high pre valence of non-communicable diseases arc exactin g heavy tolls on finances and
health systems o f co untries like The Baham as. Hence we welcome the adopti on of
resoluti on 64/265 which calls for a high-level plenary meeting o f the General Assembly
next September to address the preventi on and co ntrol of non-communicable d iseases.
Mr. President,
The Bahamas continues to place the highest priorit y on attammg and surpass ing the
MDGs. We fully expect to achieve most if not all of the goa ls and targets identifi ed.
Still, we arc not out of the woo ds. The fallout from the global eco nomic and financial
crises co ntinues to impact the chief engine and principal employer in our eco nomy tourism - and to slow recovery and expansion in other segments of the eco nomy.
My Government has accelerated the implem entati on of a planned programme of national
infrastru cture upgrade and expansion with a view to upgradin g the co untry 's
infrastru cture to accommodat e new growth and devel opm ent when the global econom y
rebounds.

We believe it is critical that greater attention is given to achieving a more transparent
internation al credit ratin g sys tem that takes fully into acco unt the need s and concerns o f
devel oping countries.
Greater participation by developing countrie s is also required in key international norm
and standa rd-sett ing bodi es in financi al regulation and supe rvision, inclu din g the
Fina ncial Stabilit y Board and Basel Co mmittee on Bank ing Sup er vision. It is o ur view
that there is an imp ort ant ro le for the United Na tio ns in this process, particul arl y in the
area of institutional strengthening.
We arc a lso pleased by the co nsiderable pro gress mad e in enhancing o ur socia l sa fety net,
expand ing unemployment benefits and introducing a national prescription dru gs
programme meant to ensure that the most vulnerable secto rs of o ur society - infant s and
schoo l ag ed children, and the elderly - receive prescription medication regardless of their
ability to pay.
And we arc pleased that, notwithstanding forced reductions in go vern ment expenditure
ac ros s the board, every child in The Bah amas continues to be ass ured o f a place in
governme nt-operated schoo ls from primary to high school.
Overshadowing our successes is the ever present threat posed by climate change. T he
Bahamas is the fifth most vulnerable country to sea leve l rise. We arc a country of
negli gible greenhouse ga s emissions, still we will suffer catastrophic resu lts if emissions
arc not stabilized and reduced worldwide. Indeed, sc ience demonstrates that a
temperature rise of two degrees Cels ius will result in sea level rise o f tw o meters. Such
an occurrence will submerge eight y per cent of our territory.
The Bahamas joins with other sma ll island developing States (SIDS) in reiterating the
ca ll to the internation al co mmunity, and particularly to the developed countries, to
undertake urgent, ambitious and decisive ac tion to significa ntly reduce em ission s of all
greenho use gases, ineluding fast acti on strateg ies. We simil arl y ca ll for increased
finan cial and technologic al suppo rt of S IDS, and other particularly vulnerable co untries,
as we struggle to adapt to the adverse imp act s of elimate chan ge .
We look forward with co nside rable antic ipation to the December Co nference in Cancun.
Mr. President,
T he Bahamas ag ain draw s attention to the import ance o f the Barb ados Programme of
Action for the Sustainabl e De velopment of Sm all Island De veloping States as this
programme remains the blue print for action on sustainable de velopment by SIDS which
was subsequently reaffirmed in the Mauritius Strategy for Implementation.
In T he Bahamas we ha ve an unwaverin g political commitment to sustainable
development principles in nation al development strategies . And in the area of
biodiversity, significant achievements have been made in establishing and expanding
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marine, coastal and terrestrial protected areas. The development of a national energy
policy, with heavy focus on the potential ofrenewable energy, is well underway.
Mr. President,
It is impossible for my country to take note of the high incidence of catastrophic natural

disasters being experienced around the world and not acknowledge the plight of our ncar
neighbour Haiti. Haiti and its People arc of priority concern to The Bahamas and to the
CARICOM sub-region, as it is for the entire international community.
None of us was ever under any illusion that the recovery and reconstruction of Haiti, in
the wake of the devastating January earthquake, would be anything less than a Herculean
task. In the immediate aftermath of that catastrophe, billions of dollars were pledged and
the wider community of nations vowed to stay the course and work to ensure that Haiti
gained a footing on the path to sustainable growth and development.
There has been some progress in Haiti over the past nine and a half months - but not
nearly enough. Millions of internally displaced persons continue to languish in makeshift
tent cities with inade~uate shelter or protection and most of the rubble remains exactly
where it fell on the 12" January.
It is imperative that the United Nations continue in its pivotal role of mobi lizing
international assistance for Haiti and assisting with the recovery and reconstruction.
Mr. President,
International peace and security remains a concern to us all. The recently held second
review of the United Nations Global Counter-terrorism Strategy underscored that we
must renew our efforts to combat terrorism in an effective and integrated manner. I
reiterate my Government's commitment to full implementation of the Strategy and renew
the call for completion of negotiations on a Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism.
The Bahamas is a full partner in the international fight to combat terrorism and other
transnational criminal activities. The Bahamas currently serves as Chair of the InterAmerican Committee against Terrorism. We were pleased to host this past June a subregional workshop on counter-terrorism financing organized by the Organization of
American States in cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
Mr. President,
The Security Council is central to international efforts meant to foster peace and improve
security around the globe. We believe that the Council's efforts in this regard would be
strengthened if its composition better reflected the geopolitical realities of the world.
Toward this end The Bahamas lends its voice to the call for increased urgency in efforts
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to mak e the Security Co uncil mor e representative, acc ountable, democratic and
transpare nt.
Crime and thre ats to security co nti nue to occ upy the mind s o f thc People of The Bah am as
and indeed of thc Ca ribbea n sub-region. The intern ational tra ffic in illic it drugs and the
related illicit trade in small arms and light weapo ns ha ve for man y yea rs di srupted the
lives of peace-lo ving citize ns of the Ca ribbea n. Governments like my own have been
required to dedicate increased porti on s of our annual bud get s to the fight against crime ,
T he seeming ly unl imited resources o f the illegal eart cls cont inue to rende r our effo rts
insufficient.
Hence, wc look with anti cip ation to the 20 12 Co nference whose objective is the
co nclus ion o f an Arms Trade T rea ty. We fully endorse in thi s reg ard ca lls from fellow
Ca rico rn States for the Treaty to be comprehensive in sco pe with pro visions for all
catego ries o f weapons.
My Go vernment also reaffirms its commitment to the Programme of Acti on to Pre vent ,
Co mbat and Eradicate the Illicit Tradc in Small Arm s and Light Weapon s in All Its
As pec ts . Wc were pleased that the outcome document o f thc Fourth Biennial Meeting o f
States was adopted by consensus thi s past June .
I record the apprec iat ion of my Government for the tech nica l ass istance recently received
fro m the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Latin America
and the Ca ribbean (UN-LiR EC) in the arca o f firearm s de struction and sto ckpile
man agement. We look forward to further assistance in the futur e,
Mr. President ,
Thc Bahamas applauds the Genera l Assembl y' s proclamati on o f thc year co mmencing 12
Aug ust, 20 10 as the Internation al Year o f Youth under the the me 'Dialogue and Mutual
Underst and ing' .
We belie ve that the overwhelming majority o f o ur yo ung peopl e are crea tive and law
abid ing. T hey will doubtlessly become credits to their communities and to o ur co untry.
Regrett abl y, a significa nt minorit y o f youth, not unlike troubled yo uth aro und the world ,
find it di fficult to overco me challenges pre sented by povert y, weak educat iona l
ac hiev eme nt, risky social beh aviours including dru g and alco ho l abu se, criminal activity
and risin g unemplo yment.
A recent report o f the ILO found that yo ung peopl e aged 15 to 24 accounted for ov er 22
per cent o f thc increase in the number o f unemployed since the beginning o f2007 .
My Govern ment is seeking to further expand edu cati on al pro grammes and careeroriented training opportunit ies for our youth by enh ancing our secondary schoo l
curriculum and by strengthening programmes ava ilable at T he Bah amas Technica l and
Vocationa l Institute,
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The Bahamas welcome efforts by this Organization to continue to bring focus to
women's issues. We applaud in this regard, the adoption of resolution 64/289 which
approved the establishment of a new gender entity - "UN Women" .
We also applaud the adoption and recent launch of the United Nations Global Plan of
Action against Trat1icking in Persons. Human trafficking is a growing phenomenon in
our Region. It is increasingly a challenge for The Bahamas, an archipelagic nation with
porous borders. My Government is committed to combating this activity and to
intercepting and prosecuting those engaged in such activity to the fullest extent of the
law.
Building on its ratification in 2008 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trat1icking in Persons Especially Women and Children, The Bahamas has also enacted a
Child Protection and Trat1icking in Persons Legislation. Specialized training in countertrafficking has been made available to representatives of relevant Government Agencies
and key stakeho lders
Mr. President,
The Bahamas believes that the United Nations is working diligently to meet its mandate
to facilitate increased international dialogue toward realizing the noble goals as set out in
its Charter.
The Bahamas has taken note of the Secretary-General's announcement of a High-level
Panel on Global Sustainability as a blueprint for a livable, prosperous and sustainable
future for all. My delegation fully endorses the Secretary-General in his assertion that
"the time for narrow agenda and narrow thinking is over". As an organization, we must
continue to chart a course that wou ld enable us to meet unprecedented global challenges
and to translate our efforts into actions for the benefit of all. The rhetorie must become
reality. We all have a contribution to make in realizing the goals and objectives of the
United Nations, based on the principles outlined in the Charter.
I thank you, Mr. President.
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