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Ladies and gentlemen, it is a pleasure to be gathered here in Roseau for our 62 nd Meeting of
the OECS Authority. While it is always a relaxing experience to visit the “Nature Island”, our
presence here over the next several days, marks our support for the Government and the
People of the Commonwealth of Dominica at this most testing time in the Country’s
development.
Indeed, our Economic Union is committed to harnessing our collective resolve in responding
to the devastation caused by Tropical Storm Erica.
As Chairman, being here in Dominica, for the second time in two weeks, underscores the
permanent and interconnected relationship which exists among the Members of our
Economic Union.
This interdependence is the glue that unifies our common aspirations.
Indeed our co - dependence in this “tight little” Economic Union that is the OECS, is the
hidden force that has created among our People this shared sense of destiny from as far
back as 1967.
This is why no one can deny that Dominica’s present hurt, pains us all.
Dominica’s recovery is our joint enterprise.
And soon Dominica’s joy will be our joy.
It is fitting that we should place on record our heartfelt thanks to all those ordinary Citizens
of our Economic Union, and indeed our CARICOM brothers and sisters, sons and daughters,
who have demonstrated their tangible support for Dominica since the devastation.
This 62nd Meeting will give priority to discussions regarding a Strategy for Dominica’s
Recovery and for determining a “Proposal for the OECS Future Disaster Responsiveness.”
Colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, our equity in these “global commons”, makes us all joint
heirs to global phenomenon be they progressive or destructive.
Colleagues, even while we gather here to deepen our regional relationship, we must pause
to remember all those affected by the devastating events in France a few days ago.
History and culture has bequeathed us an enduring relationship with our Francophone
heritage, particularly through Members of our Economic Union such as Dominica, St. Lucia
and my own Grenada.
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Our kinship has been infused with new life through the accession of Martinique to our
Economic Union; and from the immense possibilities of further expanded membership to
Guadeloupe and St. Martin.
Our undeniable historical, cultural and other ties with our Francophone brothers and
sisters, has evoked from deep down within us, a cry of anguish at the brutal attack on Paris.
Our OECS Economic Union therefore, joins with our CARICOM brothers and sisters, in
placing on record our condemnation of the premeditated heinous terrorist attacks on Paris
on November 13th.
We stand in solidarity with the people of France.
We also extend our prayers to those who lost loved ones on that fateful evening.
While historically, our Caribbean community has always struggled on the side of peace,
increasingly; as these new dangers confront us we cannot shirk our historic responsibility.
Instead, we will be forced to move to even higher levels of security coordination as we pool
our modest resources, in the noble pursuit of peace.
We must remain committed to opposing all forms of terrorism, which threatens this peace
and stability of societies around the world.
Ladies and gentlemen, the persistent threats of global terrorism, the challenged fiscal
circumstances of virtually all members of our economic union, the persistent ravages of
natural disasters, the systemic threats of global warming and climate change, the
restlessness of our youth, and the undaunted aspirations of our People for high standards of
living, remind us that our OECS Economic Union is the correct response and platform for
development.
The Revised Treaty of Basseterre which provides for the Members of our OECS Economic
Union to proceed along the integration plane at a faster pace, having regard to our size and
intrinsic similarities, is becoming increasingly relevant.
Our OECS Economic Union bolsters CARICOM itself, by demonstrating the tangible benefits
of integration. Our OECS Economic Union, by its focus on widening the portfolio of concrete
benefits to our citizens, is an indicator of what our CARICOM Citizenship rights could look
and feel like, if only Member States of our Community manage to overcome their individual
national nuances.
At this our 62nd Meeting we will continue to explore the opportunities to expand the
benefits of the OECS Economic Union membership by engaging in further discussions of
"Rights Contingent to Free Movement of People."
It is for this reason that we have worked diligently to advance the long-outstanding matter
of the legal recognition of the Revised Treaty of Basseterre in the Revised Treaty of
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Chaguaramas. In the remaining months which are left of my Chairmanship, I hope we can
arrive at consensus on this Protocol as an outcome which would contribute immensely to
policy coherence across our CARICOM Community.
There can be no denying the fact that the OECS Economic Union is a highly progressive force
in the present regional context. It is therefore imperative for all of us to encourage and
support it.
During my tenure as Chairman and working closely with the OECS Commission, under the
competent leadership of the Director General, our Economic Union has continued to
register meaningful progress on a number of fronts.
Our governance arrangements, which accord exclusive legislative competence to the
Economic Union for monetary policy, civil aviation, maritime jurisdiction, trade policy and
common market matters, continue to distinguish us from most integration arrangements
among Groups of Countries.
In this respect, we continue to be a beacon for small states globally.
We have evidenced of meaningful progress in our governance arrangements over the last
six months. Nearly all our Councils have been activated, and we have benefitted from two
important Meetings each, by the Economic Affairs Council and the Legal Affairs Council.
Our governance model provides a forum for Opposition Parties to participate in the progress
of work among the Economic Union. It was a privilege for me to have participated in the
Opening Ceremony of the Meeting of OECS Opposition Parties several weeks ago, and from
the ensuing reports, I understand that it was highly productive engagement.
These times of dynamic change in which we live require Governments to hit the ground
running. It is therefore important for Opposition Parties to be well seized of developments
in our Economic Union to ensure continuity, where Administrations change consistent with
the will of the electorate.
A significant meeting of the Assembly of OECS Parliamentarians was held in Antigua only a
few months ago. This is a key institution in our governance framework.
Colleagues, Ladies and gentlemen, the remarkable progress which is being recorded by our
Councils for health, education, trade and tourism has contributed to advancing the goals of
our OECS Development Strategy in these areas.
Still, there is tremendous scope for us to work even more closely. In the coming months it
would add enormous value to our integration effort if we could achieve a well-coordinated
meeting of OECS Foreign Ministers. Achieving cost efficiency through rationalizing our
foreign
representations
and
Missions
represents
“low
hanging
fruit”.
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Colleagues, we have only begun to taste the benefits of our OECS Economic Union, which
has in a relatively short time span, established itself as a model among Small States. But we
cannot become complacent, nor must we “bench-mark” ourselves against the inaction of
others. We must continue to push the envelope in making our Economic Union even more
effective in our decision-making, more coordinated in our strategies and approaches and
more strategic in our interventions.
The global challenges which transcend national jurisdictions, enjoin us as OECS Members to
the closest possible cooperation. Moreover, it is the only rational response to a global
context which takes no cognizance of national sovereignty.
It is for these reasons that we must carefully manage our “national exceptionalism,
particularly in areas on which we have entered commitments within the framework of the
Revised Treaty of Basseterre.
Colleagues, the integration logic on which our economic union is based offers us a high
probability to achieve sustained growth and development, but only if we act, insofar as is
possible, as a coordinated sub-group within the framework of CARICOM.
Even then the task for our economic Union is arduous.
Our quest for development can be promising if we remain true to the integration model
which has taken us this far. Promising, but undeniably difficult.
Accordingly colleagues, there is an urgent need as we go forward for us to both manage
and nuance our differences, so that we remain faithful to the integration fundamentals
which underpin this Economic Union.
It is no accident that our Revised Treaty envisages a major role for our foreign policy
coordination. The global pressure being exerted on Off-shore financial jurisdictions in the
Caribbean, seemingly from all quarters, threatens economic collapse for many. This is
particularly true for our non-independent OECS Members.
Colleagues, the “black listing” of our off-shore jurisdictions constitutes one of the most
glaring acts of economic discrimination, unleashed on small Caribbean States in recent
history.
It is imperative that we should galvanize our efforts in addressing this threat to our vital
economic interest. These acts of economic injustice has brought additional pressures on
virtually every single OECS economy, but particularly on our non-independent Members
such as Anguilla and the BVI. This most perverse and unfair action by a few Developed
Countries, if left unresolved will further constrain our development prospects by
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dampening the economic performance of our non-independent Members, who to their
credit and through their own resourcefulness have become largely self-financing.
Ladies and gentlemen, I turn my attention to ICT.
The merger of FLOW and Cable and Wireless has caught our Economic Union somewhat
behind the regulatory curve. Our Economic Union, and more appropriately our CARICOM
Community, does not as yet have the legislation to govern the conduct of mergers and
acquisitions. A draft protocol is being developed, and we must ensure that the Protocol and
the legislation which will follow support the public interest without itself becoming an
impediment to mergers and acquisitions which is an important aspect of building successful
OECS businesses of the requisite scale to compete internationally.
Mergers are an inescapable aspect of the operation of free markets, and since our OECS
markets are open, other mergers will come and go. What is more important for us as
visionaries and custodians of our People’s aspirations is to define the broader vision for the
development of our ICT space. We need to make haste in defining key aspects of the ICT
Bundle, by determining what elements ought to be regarded as public goods, costs and
terms of broadband, and access to other ICT services.
There appears to be enormous scope for pooling resources across Economic Union
Members in rationalizing the spend on ICT, in a manner that provides for universal access to
educational institutions, communities and to resource poor families.
It is this vision for ICT which has led us in the past six months to be extremely active in
sketching the broad contours of an ICT space for the OECS. As Prime Minister with Lead
responsibility for ICT in the CARICOM Quasi-Cabinet, we have advanced our work in this
sphere, mindful of the need to remain coordinated with the broader CARCIOM vision. Two
weeks ago we achieved an important milestone with the hosting of a high level meeting key
strategic partners which resulted in a Road Map for ICT Development in the OECS.
We were also accorded observer status on the Governmental Advisory Committee of
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). We have established a
collaborative relationship with the Service Research and Innovation Institute (SRII), a global
organization, with a mission “To Drive Innovation for the Digital Economy.
SRII’s focus on:
1. Innovating the Service Economy – with emphasis on Healthcare, Education, Finance,
Government Services, Transportation, Commerce, Food Security and Energy
2. Innovating IT-As-A-Service- with a special focus on Cloud Computing, Mobile
Services, Security and Social and Data Analytics.
These will be important areas of strategic focus for the OECS, as we seek to entrench ICT as
a basis for persons among the OECS Economic Union.
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Colleagues, at the 60th Authority Meeting in Martinique, OECS Heads took the Decision to
provide for collective financing of the organs and bodies of the Economic Union and other
such key integration projects such as the CARICOM-IMPACS.
The time has come for us to give effect to this decision and to make the actual institutional
arrangements that would result in the payment of contributions when they are due.
The reality is that our economic union cannot function autonomously.
I am encouraged by the knowledge that there can be no question regarding the tremendous
value for money that the OECS Commission Secretariat continues to deliver. Nor can there
be any quarrel over the returns on Investment.
My tenure has evidenced every Member engaging in good faith attempts to honor their
financial obligations, and this is a very good start. We now need to go the extra mile in
having these contributions honored in exactly the same manner and with the same resolve
as we do our own commitments at home.
Colleagues Heads, ladies and gentlemen, the road ahead will not be easy. At the subregional and regional levels, coordination, cooperation and collective action continue to be
our best strategies for our survival. We must continue to be ready to stand in the gap for
each other, joined as we are by our common aspirations and a voracious thirst for justice,
peace and prosperity.
We must be prepared to manage our national interest in a manner which maintains the
unity and cohesion of our economic union. If we remain faithful to these founding
principles, our OECS economic union can achieve a greater degree of effective sovereignty,
than if we stood alone.

I thank you.
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