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SECTION 1

Introduction

M

Mr. Speaker,
y heart is overflowing with gratitude to my Maker for the opportunity to rise once
again to contribute to a budget debate.

I first entered this Honourable House in December 1976 after the historic General Elections
of that year.
I remain very grateful for the many blessings which have sustained me over the years.
There is no greater honour than when people invest the full measure of their trust and
confidence in their elected representative.
Accordingly, there is no greater privilege for a Member of Parliament than to fight to give
voice to the voiceless, and to defend the rights of the poor and marginalized.
This has been the good fortune and ultimate honour of my life in representational and
national politics for the past 43 years.
I have worked hard to earn the trust of the people; and,
I have worked even harder to preserve that trust.
During my journey in public life, many people have made important contributions to my
development and success.
Time will not allow me to pay tribute to everyone, but Mr. Speaker allow me to mention a
few:

•
•
•
•

My husband Errald for his love and support.
My housekeeper Marva, whose work ethic represents and reminds me what dignity
in service means.
The Members of my personal staff and my various support teams; I thank you for al
ways going the extra mile and for always having my back.
To my Councillors, Audrey Smith Facey, Karl Blake and Eugene Kelly; and to those
who served before them, in particular - former Councillors Basil Gordon and Junior
Robinson - maximum respect and a big thank you.
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The loyal people of South West St Andrew who provided the platform that launched
me into the highest seat of Government. They have been the base of my political `
strength and a fountain of inspiration.

Mr. Speaker,
In paying tribute to all the Members of this Honourable House, past and present, I wish
to make special mention of the following:

•

Former Prime Minister the Most Honourable Michael Manley who gave me the
opportunity to serve and who helped to guide my development.
He was the ultimate embodiment of great yet humble political service.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I will always treasure his memory and will never forget how his belief in me gave me
confidence.
Former Prime Minister the Most Honourable P.J. Patterson, from whom I have learnt
so much.
Under his leadership, I had the opportunity to serve in three different Ministries; and
on the political frontline, I was his field general.
It is also important for me to acknowledge former Prime Minister the Most Honourable
Hugh Lawson Shearer, who was my mentor and friend.
I will never forget his humility, love and quiet counsel.
Former Prime Minister the Most Honourable Edward Seaga, who for many years
represented the neighbouring West Kingston constituency. Though political rivals, we
share a fond respect for each other.
To my fellow parliamentarians on this side of the House, many of whom, have served
at varying levels in my Cabinet, I thank you individually for your invaluable contributions.
Colleagues on the other side of the House, we have enjoyed the cut and thrust of politics.
Many of you are my good friends. All of you are my colleagues in service to the
people.
The leaders, members and supporters of the People's national Party my eternal
gratitude for your support.
Leaders and workers in the Government Service including those overseas; the Cabinet
Secretaries and the Permanent Secretaries, and of note, our public servants in the
uniformed and essential services;
The Parliamentary Staff from the Clerk to the Orderlies who have served this House
so faithfully.
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Members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps and our International Partners;
Jamaicans from all walks of life, here and in the Diaspora - my thanks to all of you for
your love and support.

Paying Tribute to the People of Jamaica
Mr. Speaker, today, I make my final contribution in a budget debate as a leader in this
Parliament.
This is the 11thoccasion on which I will speak from this chamber as a Parliamentary leader.
Five (5) times from this side as Opposition Leader and six (6) times from that side as Prime
Minister.
Of course, I have had the great opportunity to have addressed this Honorable House many
times over the course of my political life.
Today's address is therefore bitter sweet.
Mr. Speaker what a political life I have had!
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I have seen the good, the bad, the happy, the sad; but above all, I have had an incredible
journey of service to my beloved people and country.
Empowering and uplifting the people from persistent poverty have been central to my
political philosophy and practice.
I have been guided by respect for the individual - from the working man to the owner of
capital; from the poor and dispossessed to the rich and powerful!
I remain as convinced today, as I was 43 years ago, that beyond racial origin, gender, age
and creed, we are better as a country when we believe in ourselves and in our common
destiny and when we work together!
I have always believed that it is the People who have the ultimate power, not us.
It is on their behalf and in their best interest, that we must always exercise power.
We must never forget this, and we must always strive to serve them with humility and
integrity.
I have never stopped believing in the potential of the Jamaican people and their capacity
for greatness.
My own life and experiences would not allow me do otherwise.
When I reflect on my journey from Wood Hall in rural Jamaica, I see great reason to celebrate Jamaica as a special and remarkable place.
That the Jamaican people would select one of their daughters from humble beginnings
to become Head of Government, re-affirms my belief in their maturity and wisdom.

The Parliament
For me, the privilege of entering and serving in the Parliament is a powerful symbol of the
great possibilities for our country and people.
Importantly, it provides the opportunity for public service at the highest level.
It is a profound achievement for those of us, who have had the courage to face the people
in a political contest, and to earn their trust to become their servants.

South West St. Andrew
Mr. Speaker, I am proud of my record of representation of the people of South West
St. Andrew since December 1976.
Even in the years when on principle, the PnP stayed out of this Parliament, I never left my
people.
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When I started out in the constituency, I inherited a number of communities suffering from
inadequate housing and other infrastructure, poor health care facilities and limited access
to social services.
I took on the awesome challenge of building community leadership, improving the conditions in the constituency and giving hope to the people.
Since then, we have accomplished much together.
We strengthened the foundations of South West St. Andrew by focusing on the nurturing
and education of the children.
We built basic schools and established community centres across the constituency.
I reflect with pride on the 120 million dollar state-of-the-art Union Gardens Early Childhood
Centre built in partnership with the CHASE Funds and Carimed Foundation.
We have assisted many talented boys and girls whose families could not afford to fund
their education.
Many of them now accomplished adults are giving back to the community.
We recognised and addressed the critical need for adult remedial education to give second
chance to fathers and mothers, to break the cycle of inter-generational poverty and
dependency.
We brought thousands of residents into the ownership society.
We built hundreds of housing units at Delacree Park - Phases 1 & 2, Caribbean Palms,
Palm Grove, Majesty Gardens Phases 1 & 2, Oak Glades and in other places across the
constituency.
In addition scores of residents have become proud recipients of titles to their houses and
land - the latest being at Oak Glades.
Mr Speaker, ownership gives people dignity and a feeling of belonging.
We invested billions of dollars in road infrastructure. We developed the Greenwich Fishing
Village as a commercial base and source of employment for our fisher-folk.
Further development is coming for the residents and fisher-folk funding from the IDB under
a project to be implemented by the Jamaica Social Investment Fund.
Over a billion dollars is being spent on improving sewerage systems.
We instilled greater pride and security in the residents of forty-nine communities through
the removal of zinc fences.
We built Community Sanitary facilities to give the people a sense of dignity.
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The many sporting facilities that have been built provide the basis for healthy interaction
among our youth.
They also provide opportunities for the development of sporting career and related entrepreneurial activities.
Basic infrastructure is important to the quality of life especially in inner city communities.
In the constituency, we see a bright future in displaying to the world our cultural heritage.
It offers new sources of employment through Community Tourism.
The Earthquake Monument in the community of Bumper Hall is one such project.
This monument is a major part of the history of Kingston and Jamaica.
It is a lasting tribute to the lives of over five hundred persons who were among the many
hundreds who perished in that massive earthquake that struck Kingston on January 14,
1907.
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Mr. Speaker,
Beyond the physical projects, with team support, the people have learnt to put aside their
differences, resolve their conflicts, and live together in peace.
Hope has been restored in their hearts. They aspire for better education and for selfactualisation.
I would be the first to say, we have not achieved everything we wanted.
There is a lot more to be done. However there is no doubt South West has come a very
long way from where I found it in 1976.
Mr. Speaker, that is why I am their 9-star general!
Advancing the Women's Agenda: The Role of Women in Politics
Mr. Speaker, in reflecting on my years in politics, I am grateful for the many opportunities afforded me in what has traditionally been a male-dominated arena.
Like just about every other professional endeavor, women in politics have had to work
three times as hard as men to get the same recognition.
Since gaining our political independence in 1962, our women have made sterling contributions at all levels.
I have found great joy in seeing so many women rise to the pinnacle of their professions
in the Public and Private Sectors.
I am proud to say that since independence, the Administration I led, had the most women
in the Cabinet.
We also had more women in the Senate than at any other time.
I mandated that every public board should include women,---- and it happened.
In this very Parliament, our administrative leadership comprises some of the most
professional and outstanding women in the Public Service.
We have also witnessed the stunning, though less recognized achievements of the
Jamaican heroines - the mothers - who are the bedrock of our society.
Mr. Speaker, every society must always seek to enact legislation for the protection
and welfare of its women.
In protecting our women, we are preserving our families and indeed the society.
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This Parliament has done significant work to pass progressive laws to defend the rights
of our women.
The Equal Pay Act of 1975; the Minimum Wage Act and the Maternity Leave Act of 1979,
were fundamental pieces of legislation to protect our women from exploitation and
discrimination.
These ground-breaking laws contributed to Jamaica being recognized in 2015 by the
International Labour Organisation, as the country with the highest proportion of women
managers, globally.
There are other laws which protect our women.

•
•

These include:
the Property Rights of Spouses Act and
the Sexual Offences Act, which led to the establishment of the Sex Offenders'
Registry.

It is in furtherance of the protection of women that I tabled the Sexual Harassment Bill to
provide a framework for addressing the issue in the workplace and institutions.
I ask that we move swiftly to pass this Bill into law.
Mr. Speaker,
Women can, and have been making a difference in moving this country forward.
However, I am aware that women still face many challenges to their socio-economic wellbeing and political progress.
Every progressive society must provide an enabling and inclusive environment for women
to attain their fullest potential.
Countries which have adopted this policy position have experienced great progress and
development to the benefit of not only women, but the society at large.
I look forward to the day when more women will become engaged in the political process.
This is exactly what the system needs; a sustained infusion of strong, principled and committed women to change the content and character of our politics.
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SECTION 2

The 2017/2018 Budget:
Building on Stable Macro-Economic Foundations
Mr. Speaker, I now turn to the 2017/18….
This Budget as presented by the Government, undermines the principles of equity,
fairness and balance.
It puts unnecessary pressure on the majority of the Jamaican people.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This Budget puts pressure on:
the small business operators,
the unemployed,
the taxi operators,
the farmers,
the pensioners,
the students
the elderly
the sick

It puts pressure on the consumers.
Mr. Speaker, it puts pressure on the Jamaican people.
It did not have to be so. This could have been avoided.
We could have had a Budget without the Government imposing almost $29-billion in
taxation.
It is the reckless political promises which were made without regard for the fiscal realities
of the country, that cause us to be at this point today.
We warned that if the tax threshold was lifted to the promised 1.5 million, you would have
to impose new taxes on the backs of the people.
That is what we said.
This is what is now happening.
The member from East Central St. Andrew warned you.
I warned you.
now hundreds of thousands of Jamaicans will have to pay, even though they will not
benefit.
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They will have to bear the cost of your recklessness.
This could have been avoided.
As one person told me, it is “the biggest political trick to have ever been perpetrated on
the Jamaican people.”
In fact, 15 minutes after the presentation by the Minister of Finance, someone tweeted
and I quote:
“Chapter 1 of first Andrew, verse 2:…
“I may give you 1-point-5 but I will take 1-point- 6… Such is the road to prosperity.”
[End of quote].
On Saturday night at the national Stadium, popular artiste Bounti Killa, the man described
as the 'Poor People Governor' told a large crowd: and I quote….
“Dem gi wi 1-point-5 tax cut, but dem tek it back with two han'.
When you tax energy, you tax all di baby!
Yes! Because dem mother haffi boil the tea, unnuh wicked!”. [End of Quote]
A nuh me say suh, a Bounty sey suh.
I fully agree with Bounty Killer.
Mr. Speaker,
There is a general consensus in Jamaica that 'Poor people fed up'!
The people are speaking out.
This Budget is unjust!
This Budget is counter-productive.
This Budget has no heart.
Business people say this budget is going to make their businesses uncompetitive.
Trade Unions say the measures are nearly criminal.
The Government must listen to the people.
The Government must roll back the taxes.
I know it can be done.
In 2012, we rolled back the tax on electricity which was imposed on residential users by
the JLP Administration.
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When my administration had to impose a tax on electricity in 2015, we applied it only to
residential consumption of electricity above 350 Kilo Watt hours per month.
With this approach, only six (6%) per cent of JPS customers were affected.
We spared the majority of persons.

That is the difference between that side and this side.
now Mr. Speaker, this Government is again forcing hundreds of thousands of Jamaicans
to pay tax on light bills... and you call that prosperity.
That is really tax-perity.
In fact, what the Government is doing is giving JPS customers a 'double whammy.'
First by increasing the tax on heavy fuel oil --- which the JPS has said they will have to
pass this fuel tax on to customers.
In addition to that increase they have put (16) and a half percent GCT on light bills.
The people will have to pay twice.
What a wicked act.
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This is oppressive.
A tax on residential electricity will seriously affect many small business people operating
out of their homes.
I have been told that some medium-sized refrigerators can burn 150 Kilo-watt hour of
electricity per month.
The pensioner who needs that refridgerator to preserve his or her medication will have to
pay this tax.
The parents of that student burning the midnight oil to pass his exam will have to pay this
tax.
The teacher who must mark the homework late at night will have to pay this tax.
The 'Suck Suck' vendor trying to feed his or her family will have to pay this tax.
The hairdresser will have to pay this tax.
Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Parliament for an inner-city constituency, the Prime Minister
should know that many of our people survive by doing a little business from their homes.
This tax package has taken a direct aim at the poor.
When you increase taxes on gas, diesel and cooking gas, the working class and the poor
will suffer the most.
The man operating his little cook shop in Olympic Gardens will see his costs increase.
The housekeeper who has to travel from Tivoli Gardens and Whitfield Town to Cherry Gardens or norbrook for work will have to pay more.
Mr. Speaker,
When the price of fuel goes up, it affects every area of life.
It affects farmers from Christiana and Chudleigh who will have to find more money to
transport their irish potatoes to the market.
The transportation sector, distributive trade, restaurant owners, housewives, motorists
and the traveling public will all be hit hard by this tax package.
Mr Speaker, the crisis facing the Health Sector is already causing severe hardships on
our population.
Tell me, how can you impose a tax on group health premiums?
Many small companies will come under pressure to meet these obligations for their employees. Many persons may lose their benefits which are a lifeline.
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Yes Minister Shaw, this affects the individual workers. They too have to pay premiums.
This budget will increase the hardship on the vulnerable and bring the middle class to the
brink of poverty.
This budget will push small businesses to the brink of disaster!
They can't take anymore.

They are having to pay the price for the Government's political expediency.
Higher prices for electricity, food, transportation and health care.
That is unconscionable! That is cruel!
People are going to suffer dearly if you refuse to roll back these taxes.
This Administration's version of 'Prosperity' is a fleeting illusion to be pursued but never
attained. What the people are getting instead is tax-perity gone wild.
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Mr. Speaker,
I repeat! This did not have to be so.
It could have been avoided.
Mr. Speaker,
Even with the crisis we inherited in January 2012, we never unleashed such harsh and
uncaring measures on poor people of this country.
My Administration made every effort to protect the most vulnerable even though we were
faced with:

•
•
•
•
•

An economy about to collapse;
no support from Multilateral Partners;
High and unsustainable levels of national debt;
Mounting joblessness; and
Skyrocketing inflation, which is the worst tax on poor people.

My biggest concern is what effect this recklessness will have on the long-term health of
the economy.
After all the sacrifices the Jamaican people have made to achieve economic stability, the
country cannot stand by and let this Government squander the hard-won gains.
I remember 2011, when the previous JLP Government unilaterally abandoned the Standby Agreement without implementing the necessary reform measures to which they had
agreed.
The consequences were devastating.
Mr. Speaker, do you remember that our economy was closed off from access to the
international financial markets, and from multilateral and bilateral funding sources?
Do you remember that we lacked the IMF “Seal of Approval' which is a pre-condition for
such financing?
Do you remember that no one would lend Jamaica money at affordable rates, and that
our foreign reserves were dwindling?
Do you remember that investor confidence had dried up!
Do you remember the trust deficit!
Jamaica was on the edge of a precipice.
Jamaica was hanging by a thread.
Many pundits had written us off.
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Restoring Jamaica's Economic Programme
Mr Speaker, many Jamaicans would not have known the extent to which we worked
as a Government to restore Jamaica's standing with the IMF and other International partners.
I remember how utterly discouraging, and at times embarrassing it was for us. There were
individuals within the international financial community, who felt that Jamaica should be
allowed to fail.
The actions of the previous Government led them to believe that Jamaica could not be
trusted.
no one was willing to bank on Jamaica.
Mr Speaker that is why it took my administration one year to get an agreement.
Once we had an agreement, many said we would not stay the course.
I was described as too populist.
Many said I did not have the guts to implement the tough measures required to fix
Jamaica's economy.
They said I would not use my political capital.
Well, we proved all the naysayers wrong.
We were determined to restore Jamaica's honour, dignity and good name in the world.
We did this on behalf of the Jamaican people.
We were honest and upfront with the people.
Mr. Speaker, I was convinced that we had to make a decisive break with past policy
prescriptions that only tinkered around the edges of our economic and social problems.
I firmly held to the belief that growth and development without equity is a prescription for
failure.
Therefore, deep consideration was always given by my administration to the welfare of
the most vulnerable in our society as we crafted our responses for development, growth
and job creation.
Everyone will remember the approach we took in constructing the Budget that would
“balance the books, while balancing people's lives”.
During my presentation in the Budget Debate in May 2012, I set the tone for what was to
come.
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I told the nation that Jamaica could no longer borrow its way out of its economic problems.
I said then: and I quote…….
“Under my leadership, despite the challenges, we will do everything in our power
to reduce the debt and restore economic growth with job creation. It is in that
context that some of the unavoidable hard decisions have to be taken”. end of quote:
It is there in the Hansard. So you see Mr. Speaker, this talk of economic growth and job
creation is nothing new.

•

Mr. Speaker, our record speaks for itself:

•

The 'Big Three' agencies that rate the economies of the world, Standard and Poor's,
Fitch and Moody's, all agreed that we were meeting or surpassing our macroeconomic targets.

They upgraded Jamaica's credit worthiness.

•

Financiers and insurers were demonstrating improved confidence in Jamaica by
providing support to firms wanting to invest in Jamaica.
For the first time in 2015, the Bank of Jamaica reported significant activity in the Micro
Finance Sector.
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The wheels of the economy were beginning to turn once again.
Business and consumer confidence reached an all-time high.
Under our watch, Foreign Direct Investments rebounded from a paltry US$218 million in
2011 to 707 million US dollars in 2014.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In three years, my Government landed 81.3 billion Jamaican dollars' worth of investments
in the economy.
We achieved unprecedented growth in emerging Business Process Outsourcing (BPO)
sector that had a direct impact on reducing youth unemployment.
We increased the housing stock and left a robust programme for the construction of
over 9000 additional houses.
I made that announcement in Balaclava in December 2015.
We expanded the tourism sector resulting in new hotels some of which are now under
construction and;
We created thousands of jobs;
Manufacturing was on the rebound;
The Agricultural sector was showing signs of significant growth;
All international indices, including, Ease of Doing Business, the Competitiveness
Indices and the Logistics Sector Performance Indices were favourable.
The north South Highway that we conceptualised was completed.
It, is not just a road, but is part of the critical infrastructure for economic development
and productivity gains.
We passed all IMF quarterly tests. Eleven in all. I am happy to see that this
Administration now understands the importance of passing IMF tests.

Mr Speaker, I have a question for my good friend, the Minister of Finance who was always talking about passing the people's test.

•

Are these tax measures your way of passing the people's test?

Bounty don't think so, the talk show host don't think so and the people definitely don't
think so.
We laid the foundation! We built the framework and we set the momentum for economic
growth and job creation.
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I call on the people of Jamaica, I call on all members of this Honourable House to be
vigilant.
The hard won gains we made must not be squandered.
This budget will undermine these carefully thought out growth pillars.
Yet, even as we took the tough decisions to put our economy on the right path and
position it for long term economic growth, we carved out a social safety net for the most
vulnerable.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mr Speaker, when we negotiated with the IMF we agreed on a guaranteed minimum
to spend on social programmes.
By so doing, we were able to maintain the budget for the PATH Programme, which
caters to the most vulnerable groups in our society.
We introduced the JEEP Programme to provide temporary employment for the most
vulnerable.
JEEP played a vital role in improving the physical infrastructure in every constituency
and benefited people across the political divide.

Every Member of Parliament received equal allocation for projects within their constituencies.
Mr Speaker, that is how state resources must be spent.
It is not to be spent in a careless manner or for advancing narrow partisan political
motives.

Good Governance
Mr. Speaker, this brings me to the matter of the clear link between good governance
and economic growth and development.
Let me remind this Honourable House that there was a time not so long ago in our history
when political victimisation was rampant resulting in tension and violence.
The partisan distribution of Government resources, the dismissal of worker because of
their perceived political preference, the displacement of our citizens based on politics was
a blot on our nation, to our collective shame.
It was our darkest times, when Jamaicans were killed because of their political preference.
Mr Speaker, much work has been done over the years by successive leaders, including
the Vale Royal Talks, the Electoral Commission of Jamaica and the Office of the Political
Ombudsman to move the country away from that dark period in our history.
History will judge us harshly if return to that place.
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Unfortunately, some of the actions of this Government over the last year, are stoking the
fire of victimisation.
My deepest fear is that these actions could lead us back to those dark days. I speak of
among other things the:

•
•
•
•

Scandalous 800 million dollar Bushing programme for JLP representatives;
The unjust firing of public sector workers;
Unfair distribution of Farm Work Cards;
The unfair allocation of resources for Labour day 2016.

Mr. Speaker, last year, I spoke to the Prime Minister about the partisan distribution of
funds for Labour Day work.
He agreed to establish a working committee with the Leaders of Government and Opposition Business in the House to agree on a protocol for matters such as these.
The Committee met and agreed that for any state resources being spent in constituencies,
each MP, the peoples representatives, would get equal amounts, except for the PM and
the Leader of the Opposition, who would get a little more.
Imagine how shocked we were, when we learnt that this Government would be spending
600-Million - which became 800- million dollars - of taxpayer's money for a Bushing
Programme across the island just before the Local Government elections.
What is worse, there was no consultation with the duly elected Opposition Members of
Parliament or Councillors.
Only JLP operatives were included in the programme.
The duly elected representatives of the people were bypassed.
not advising Opposition representatives of work being carried in their Constituencies and
Divisions, was a breach of the standards set for good governance and the protocol
established by the Prime Minister's committee.
Good governance dictates that the people should be able to trust the words of their leaders
at all times.
Having workers being paid by taxpayers in party colours is a serious breach of the standards of good governance.
Our politics has matured. The People of Jamaica will no longer tolerate political victimisation.
That $800-million election slush fund could have provided more medicine and upkeep of
hospitals. This could have created the relief that Cornwall Regional now urgently needs.
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That $800-million could have gone into crime fighting and promoting safety within
communities;
That $800-million could support job-creation initiatives for at-risk youth in troubled
communities.
It is entirely appropriate that this matter is being investigated by the Contractor General.
We await his report.

Mr Speaker,
There is an African proverb which says “if you want to go fast, go by yourself. If you
want to far, go together”.
Sustained economic growth and development is a journey that we must take together.
I am proud that my Administration was able to galvanise the support of the nation to
achieve the Partnership for Jamaica Agreement which had eluded so many previous administrations.
We set Jamaica on that journey.
It was meant to be non-partisan and was intended to garner support from the widest cross
section of Jamaicans.
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My recommendation to this and future administrations, is that the Partnership be used in
meaningful ways to advance the growth and development Agenda of the nation.
The people have sacrificed too much to lose the gains that have made.
In fact, Mr. Speaker, the real heroes in Jamaica's economic recovery and revival are the
Jamaican people.
If there's one thing I will never forget, it is how the Jamaican People stood up to save
their country from economic ruin.
They recognised the perils facing the country. They placed their confidence in our Government to take the bold but tough actions to repair our economy.
By standing up for their country, Jamaicans played the most critical role in creating the
macro-economic stability upon which we seek to achieve economic growth, investments
and job creation.
I would again like to pay tribute to the workers in the public sector, who made the sacrifice
to take the wage restraints and to save jobs.
To the Private Sector and owners of capital, the institutional and individual bondholders
including our pensioners, I recognise your tremendous sacrifice to take smaller returns
on your investment under the Jamaica Debt Exchange (JDX) programme.
To the Trade Unions, the Churches, Academia and Civil Society actors, who came together
under the Partnership for Jamaica to preserve the social order. Thank you.
When many other countries were slipping into chaos and anarchy from the pressure of
fiscal austerity, Jamaica refused to crack under the pressure.
History will remember this period as one of our finest moments, when we came together
in the common interest to save our country!
I am proud of the part that my cabinet played as we held the country together.
Mr. Speaker,
My fear is that this Budget belittles the sacrifices of the Jamaican people.
Mr. Speaker, social issues are the root cause of the crime and violence in Jamaica.
Every single Jamaican has a vested interest in the fight to defeat the spiraling crime.
During my over four decades in public life, I have seen the ebb and flow in crime.
With the many plans and strategies over the years, we are yet to stop the unprecedented
levels of crime and violence.
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Of late we have seen a troubling upward trend in violence against women, children and
the elderly.
Too many have been victims of domestic abuse, rape and murder. We are now at a point
of crisis.
I am disappointed that after one year in office, this Government has not delivered the
promised crime plan.
This is clearly not good enough.
I am expecting that when the Prime Minister speaks next week, he will announce more
resources for our security and intelligence teams to out-match, out-wit, and out-manoeuver
the criminals.
This Budget must fund greater social interventions in our communities to offer better
alternatives to our people to get them out of poverty and unlawful behaviour.
In doing this, we will win the confidence and trust of the people to partner with law
enforcement and with their national security institutions for their security.
We have always maintained that in solving the monster of crime, we need bi-partisan
co-operation.
While the government has a responsibility to protect the nation, I want to encourage all
Jamaicans to come together in their common interest and personal security.
Do not harbour criminals who are bent on destroying your community and the lives of our
loved ones.
I commend parents who are making sacrifices to protect and nurture their children.
I commend the teachers and educators who are mentoring and guiding our children.
I commend the Social workers and Counsellors who are working with broken and
dysfunctional families to heal their hurt and pain.
I commend the Agencies of Government and non-Governmental Organisation who are
working to reduce domestic violence and murders.
I commend citizens and neighbours who are picking up the phone to report incidents of
abuse, and using the Stay Alert App, which was developed and implemented under my
Government.
We need everyone to become more vigilant.
We must take back this country from the criminals.
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Defending the Rights of Jamaican Farm Workers
Mr Speaker, there are three areas that have a special place in my heart; Our Farm
workers, Sport Development and the national Insurance Fund.
Securing the safe and adequate working conditions for our workers in the US and Canadian Farm Work Programme was an important achievement for the PnP Government of
the 1990s.
We expanded the Jamaica Overseas Work Programme on which tens of thousands of
rural families depend.
As Minister of Labour in the 1990s, I felt it was important to make sure that our workers
were treated with dignity.

I visited many of the farms.
I wanted to see where they slept, what they ate and the conditions under which they
worked.
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I invested the time to build strong relationships with the owners and employers and positioned the Jamaican worker as a valuable resource in the global labour market.
I know many of these owners on a first name basis.
After seeing the shame like conditions under which Jamaican farm-workers were recruited,
I built the Farm Worker Centre on East Street with male and female facilities.
This Centre continues to provide comfort to farm-work recruits travelling from all over the
country to sign up for the programme.
I will always have a special place in my heart for the former Permanent Secretaries in the
Ministry of Labour, Tony Irons and Alvin McIntosh. Jamaica owes a debt of gratitude to
these great public servants.
What we achieved in the US and Canadian Farm Workers Programme was a catalyst for
the wider work of the Ministry of Labour between 1993 and 2001.
We were able to usher in an unprecedented period of calm and stability to the industrial
relations climate in Jamaica that this country still enjoys.
I remember those days when you would turn on what was then JBC TV, and the news
would lead off with the headline, “on the Industrial front…”
All that has changed.
We have seen major improvements in the status of workers and the conditions under
which they work. Like everything else, there is always room for improvement.
This is why this Budget must not be allowed to erode the gains we have made on behalf
of the working man and woman in this country.

Sport Development
Sport is a central part of our national identity, a potent unifier in our society, it teaches
tolerance, discipline, loyalty and teamwork.
It is a resource of great economic potential.
Having recognised the importance of sport to the national psyche and economy, I have,
over many years worked with all stakeholders to nurture and develop the sector. Many of
our athletes, coaches and administrators of all sporting disciplines are world renowned
and respected globally.
We are the sprint factory of the world. We produce more cricketing, netball, swimming,
football and boxing champions per capita than most other countries in the world.
The sports development programmes in communities and throughout the school system
contribute to our success on the world stage.
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PnP Governments over the years have conceptualised and built many of Jamaica's major
Sports Infrastructure. The national Stadium Complex as a national Development effort.
We constructed the stadium complex with the construction of the national Indoor Sports
Centre. We built a new stadium in Trelawny and the Catherine Hall Sports Complex in
Montego Bay. We established training facilities such as the GC Foster College of Physical
Education.
The creation of the Sports Development Foundation and the CHASE Fund that have invested hundreds of million in sport development, were deliberate policy actions by successive PnP Governments.
I launched the long awaited Jamaican Athletes Insurance Plan last year. This Plan provides
group health, group life and personal accident insurance coverage for our athletes.
During my time as Minister of Sport, I was proud to oversee Jamaica's historic participation
in the finals of FIFA World Cup in 1998.
What a great moment that was for Jamaica. Big up Reggae Boyz. We also hosted Cricket
World Cup and for the World netball Championships in 2003.
Mr Speaker, we are world beaters, we are world leaders...we are a world power in Sports.
I am glad I was able to play a part.
There is much more that I wanted do but I am proud of the achievements and my contribution to Sports development.
Our success in sports shows what we can accomplish as a nation if we apply the same
approach in all areas of the economy and national life.
national Insurance Scheme (nIS)
This ill-conceived Budget must not be allowed to devastate our pensioners in the twilight
of their years.
The national Insurance Scheme has been in existence for over 50 years.
Mr Speaker, the last time these pensioners received an increase was in 2013.
With the measures in this Budget, many of them will fall into the precipice of despair.
This heartless Budget has not considered them.
Where is the relief for them?
Where are benefits to them?
I call upon the Prime Minister to save our pensioners!
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Give them that increase that was recommended in the 2015/2016 report without delay!
no one is more aware than me of the importance of the nIS.
I fought hard for its solvency.
When I became Minister of Labour I discovered only $1.5 billion in the national Insurance
Fund.

I lobbied the Cabinet led by the late Prime Minister Michael Manley to establish the
national Insurance Board to oversee the investment of the funds.
Today, the size of the nIF is over 90 billion dollars. We built this legacy for present and
future generations of hard-working Jamaicans.
I am familiar with the challenges the Minister faces as she takes steps to strengthen the
Fund.
On this side, we support the need to increase the Insurable Wage Ceiling.
We support the need to increase the number of contributors to the scheme and we agree
that there is a need to increase the amount now paid by the self-employed.
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These are matters of extreme urgency that the Minister must address with dispatch.
There will be no opposition from us to doing what is right.
Mr. Speaker,
The truth is, not many Jamaicans take the matter of pension and retirement planning
seriously.
Less than 15% of our population now contribute to a pension scheme.
This places a bigger burden on the State as the society grows older.
This must change as we face the next phase of Jamaica's development.
The nIS has served us for over 50 years. It is not enough to meet the nation's needs.
Going forward, there needs to be a comprehensive social security framework to take us
into the next 50 years.
I also propose that a Special Standing Committee on Social Security be established in
this Parliament to focus on increasing participation in pension schemes, as well as on
promoting retirement planning and savings in the nation.
This Parliament, and this Government must build upon the foundations of the work done
on Social Security during our time in Government.
I call for sustainable support for the ongoing work of the Labour Market Reform Commission that we established.

Broken Promises
Mr. Speaker, The last twelve months were littered with broken promises.
The people were promised no new taxes to implement the “1-point- 5 million tax threshold”.
Yet in only 12 months the people have been devastated with over $29 billion in new and
unnecessary taxes to finance the so-called give back.
The mother working as a domestic helper and many others are still waiting on the promised
doubling of their minimum wage.
The people are still waiting for the day when they can go to bed, leave their doors and
windows open and wake up in the morning and still be alive.
What of the fixed election date?
What of the law to impeach public officials?
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What of the promised "job description" for every minister of Government? What of the
promise not to go to the nHT for budgetary support
What of the crime plan?
What about the promised prosperity?
Prime Minister, it is clear that you conceptualised these ideas and promises but you failed
to implement them.
In the interest of the people of Jamaica, we are happy that you continue to implement the
programmes and plans that we conceptualised.
We left a growing economy.
We left you a grand platform with plans, projects and programmes to continue the
progress.
We not only conceptualised but we were implementing.
In fact the Chairman and Deputy Chairman or your Economic Growth Council said they
were working on the Growth Matrix we left.
That is why we had 7-consecutive quarters of growth.
That is why we could project growth at two percent up to the end of this fiscal year.
We are disappointed that you have not achieved that 2-percent growth.
The road to progress that we left was clear.. .
This detour onto a rough and uncertain path of Tax-perity is entirely the fault of this
Government.
This Government must take blame for the untold hardships that this Tax Package will have
on the poor and middle classes of this country.
It was a wrong move.
This Government must do the honourable thing now, draw brakes, pull a reverse on these
wicked tax measures.
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CLOSING: A Vision for the Future
Mr. Speaker,
As I close, I reflect on words said to me by the late Oliver Tambo, that great South African
freedom fighter.
He said “every time I see you portia, I see history unfolding before my very eyes”.
Mr Speaker, I am proud that I made history in becoming Jamaica's first female Prime
Minister.
When I consider my 43 years in representational politics, I am humbled that I have had
the opportunity to serve the people of Jamaica who I love so much.

What I want for Jamaica
As we look to the future, I am of the view that the intellect, creativity and expression of
the Jamaican people hold the key to economic growth and wealth creation.
I have always believed in the people.
I have seen first-hand, how our people can rise from poverty and obscurity to greatness.
Just look at our stellar achievements in sports, academia, science and technology, culture
and music.
Mr Speaker, these attributes must be nurtured and developed into high-value, globally
competitive niche products and services that will marvel the world!
It is the duty of Government to continue to create an enabling environment that supports
self-reliance, entrepreneurship wealth creation and genuine prosperity..
We must find new ways to unleash the culturally inspired creativity and innovation of the
Jamaican People.
This must be the basis and the platform for sustained wealth creation that benefits all our
people.
We must continue to make the investments in our people to give them the capacity to
initiate, to innovate, adapt and improve.
This must always be grounded in a sincere belief that the masses of our people, and not
just a select few must participate in inclusive growth and development.
Prosperity cannot just be empty promises made on political platforms to win elections.
Every Jamaican should have the assurance that if they work hard their efforts will be
crowned with success.
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This must have been what national Hero, the Right Excellent norman Manley meant when
he said “the mission of the next generation is to achieve economic and social independence”.
This is what I set out to do during my time at the wicket. It is now your inning.
Mr. Speaker, Colleague Parliamentarians, It has been a privilege of a lifetime to serve
the people of Jamaica.
The love and laughter of the children have energised me beyond measure.
The humility and gratitude of the elderly have warmed my soul, the energy and possibilities
of our young people have given me joy and hope.
Mr Speaker, above all even through the tears and regrets, I have seen nothing but
good in the people of Jamaica.
They are resilient and strong.
For me, it has been a life long love affair.
We have had our ups and downs but our love is strong and will endure forever.
Jamaica and our people have a special place in the deep recesses of my heart and it is
my dream that I will be around to see that day when our people have full economic and
social independence.
May God, bless you, and may God bless Jamaica Land We Love!

32

DESIGNED AND PRINTED BY THE
JAMAICA INFORMATION SERVICE
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
MARCH 2017

