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Overview
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

THEME: The Vision for a Better Tomorrow

THEME: Continuing on the Pathways to Progress













We are satisfied that breaking the downward spiral must be achieved
by a judicious mix of measures to get us out of the calamity.
The core policies, the new pillars of growth and development, our
sectoral policies and initiatives as further outlined in this manifesto
are intended to be the means by which we will give effect to this
strategy.
We attach strategic significance to the measures that put money back
in people's pockets to stimulate domestic economic activity.
We attach special significance to the measures intended to alleviate
the burden of the cost of living.
We attach great significance to measures to build a more competitive
economy that earns more foreign exchange.
We attach great significance to growing an economy that opens new
avenues especially for the youth.
We cannot overemphasize the urgency of reversing the policies – now
shown to be totally counterproductive – that have placed Barbados in
this peril.












Reduce our dependence on fossil-fuels and embrace the Green and
Blue Economies;
Transform agriculture to produce high value- added products;
Rebuild the physical infrastructure;
Inject new life into manufacturing;
Deepen the diversification of our Tourism markets, and expand the
Heritage and Diaspora thrust;
Enhance the attractiveness of Barbados as a place to do business;
Provide sustainable solutions in the areas of solid waste management
and water scarcity;
Establish institutional arrangements to train Barbadians to benefit
from the opportunities for access to good paying jobs, including an I.T
software industry;
Develop the human potential to higher levels;
Support the thrust towards entrepreneurship;
Support an environmentally attractive Barbados where any kind of
pollution, including noise pollution, is reduced considerably.
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Growth and Economic Sectors
Tourism
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Financing, Investment & Incentives
 Provide the sector with the first claim on Government's revenues,
and fully fund the marketing programme of the BTA.
 Review and adjust the tariff and tax structures, including the Value
Added Tax regime, as well as the legislative regime governing the
sector to make them more conducive to attracting and facilitating
private sector investment for the development of the sector.
 Immediately decrease the amount of VAT paid on accommodation
from the present 8.75 per cent to the original 7.5 per cent thereby
removing the cloud of uncertainty that looms over the
accommodation subsector in relation to the increase in VAT levied on
them "until further notice.
 Alleviate the recent stiff increases in utility and energy costs imposed
on the accommodation sector by the DLP administration and reduce
the amounts paid by the subsector for utilities.
 Reduce the bound rates on commodities used by the hospitality
industry and entirely phase out the very high bound rates where
there is no local production being protected.
 Support the Staycation programme by granting a Staycation Tax
Rebate, as a temporary measure, until the sector regains its external
vibrancy. This will encourage foreign exchange retention by the
economy at large and improve the financial position of the industry.
 Float a special Tourism Development Bond to be managed within the
National Reconstruction Fund, by tapping into non-traditional funding
from regional and international bodies, to assist with the
development of Barbados' guest room capacity, including the small
hotel sub-sector.
 Work with existing national financial institutions to create more
merchant banking and venture capital solutions to amplify funding
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Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

















Enhance the competitiveness of the sector by:
Establishing a “Hotel Refurbishment, Energy Efficiency and Food
Production Fund” within the NIS investment portfolio;
Immediately providing US$20 million dollar investment for the
retrofitting of air- conditioning and lighting systems in the Hotel
Sector as a means of reducing energy costs;
Establish a “Rapid Finance” mechanism for electricity generation from
renewable energy across the sector as a means of further reducing
energy costs;
Increase the rebate on land taxes for eligible entities;
Work with the BTA and BHTA to increase the number of Green Globe
Certified hotels and implement an international marketing strategy
promoting Barbados as a “green” destination;
Complete the restructuring of the Barbados Tourism Authority;
Market the Needham’s point area as the “Green Mile”;
Facilitate arrangements to have Almond Beach Village rebuilt with
500 rooms and permanent employment of 1,000 persons;
Complete the construction of the Pierhead marina to accommodate
luxury yachts;
Construct a new cruise pier to separate cruise ships from cargo vessel
operations;
Seek to become a homeport for South American Cruises;
Facilitate the development of Heritage Tourism Projects;
Aggressively seek to attract visitors from the growing economies in
Southeast Asia, China, Latin America and Northern Europe;
Roll out the National Awareness Host Programme;
Create an enabling environment to spur the development of
Community Tourism and expand attractions outside the West coast
and South coast tourist belts;

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
opportunities for all segments of the sector.
 Partner with the private sector to develop new investment projects
and further improve facilities and the general ambiance of key
tourism areas, including the City, The Needhams Point area, St.
Lawrence Gap, Oistins, Speightstown and non-traditional areas,
including Bathsheba and the North and North Eastern areas of
Barbados generally.
 Encourage, promote and facilitate tourism development that is fully
accessible to physically challenged users.
 Create and fully develop alternative tourism niches and products
including Health and Wellness, Retirement and Education tourism
and diversify other existing market segments.
 Revise the schedule to the Tourism Development Act to encourage
greater investment and reinvestment in accommodation and
attractions.
Marketing & Product Development
 Restructure the Barbados Tourism Authority in such a way as to
facilitate and benefit from the full involvement of the private sector
in all aspects of the promotion and marketing of Barbados' tourism
industry.
 Give product development the same importance and attention as
marketing.
 Ensure that Barbados is once again promoted and marketed as a high
quality destination;
 Develop a joint venture public-private partnership for the
development of a digital online strategy. This will enable the tourism
industry to identify, communicate, and close online sales with
potential visitors and achieve wider distribution of Barbados' tourism
product.
Community Tourism
 Encourage the registration of approved community tourism business
ventures with a view to providing assistance in areas of training,
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Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
technical assistance and incentives.
 Cruise Tourism
 We will:
 Initiate discussions with our regional partners with a view to having
the region take a stake in the ownership of the cruise sector and
thereby maximize the benefits of the sub-sector to the region.
 Maintain and strengthen Barbados' position as a leading homeport
and port of call in the Caribbean by developing links between
Barbados and other emerging markets.
 Redevelop the Princess Alice Highway and surrounding areas to
create additional opportunities for employment, to increase revenue
and expand the range of amenities available to visitors.
Aviation
 Initiate discussions on the review of the CARICOM Multilateral Air
Services Agreement to encourage the growth of air services in the
region and a more competitive airline industry.
 Implement an air services development strategy and a blueprint for
the opening and development of new routes from existing and
emerging markets, including the implementation of marketing and
promotional support to secure viable air services opportunities.
 Develop a new modern air cargo facility and implement a 24-hour
customs cargo operation to improve the airport clearance of
merchandise and operational efficiencies.
 Develop a new cruise centre at GAIA to facilitate the growth of the
fly/cruise programme and to alleviate congestion in the main
terminal.
 Conduct continuous monitoring of service quality at GAIA to improve
delivery of serservices to passengers.
 Implement the necessary consumer protection regulations to ensure
that the travelling public is protected against unfair commercial
behaviour by airlines.
 Further diversify existing source markets and market segments for
visitors while engaging in prudent joint marketing with airlines and
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Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
other travel partners to boost arrivals to the island.
 When possible, review existing agreements with carriers, particularly
in relation to revenue guarantee agreements, and institute new
transport arrangements with airlines with regard to air services
agreements. The current policy has been a burden and
embarrassment to Barbados. Our nation deserves better.

International Business
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Diversifying our Product Mix
 Aggressively exploit the programme of development cooperation
built into the Economic Partnership Agreement with Europe.
 Establish Barbados as a centre of Excellence/Premier location for the
conduct of International Business, Financial Services and Wealth
Management.
 Devise a creative range of investment products and services geared
towards increasing the trading activity and improving the financial
liquidity of our resident enterprises.
 Prioritise the creation of an International Securities Market, in
Barbados.
 Establish the research capacity to identify opportunities,
continuously monitor global trends and disseminate timely cost
benefit analysis on products to stakeholders.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)








Cost and Ease of Doing Business

 Provide a facilitating environment in all regulatory agencies dealing
with domestic and information technology business.
 Establish a business facilitation unit within the office of Prime 
Minister.
 Establish a fully interactive information technology platform for the 
Corporate Registry.

Continue the restructuring of the Corporate Registry, staffing it with
appropriate personnel and technology to ensure that our pace of
delivery and standard of work in the area of Intellectual Property and
Corporate Registrations are on par with the best in the world;
Improve business facilitation by providing larger staff complements
with the required skills for the offices of the Chief Parliamentary
Counsel, the Solicitor General, the Corporate Registry and Intellectual
Property Office, the Town and Country Planning Department, and
throughout the public service;
Improve business facilitation by establishing an integrative mechanism
between the Registry of Corporate Affairs, the Financial Services Unit,
the Financial Services Commission, Invest Barbados, and the office of
the Chief Parliamentary Counsel;
Improve business facilitation by expanding the range of international
business activities that can be completed online;
Improve business facilitation by reorganizing the Town and Country
Planning Department to create a ‘one stop shop’ that brings together
all agencies that contribute to the approvals process;
Facilitate the establishment of an International Stock Exchange
tailored for offshore entities;
Use its Embassies, Consulates and Trade Attaches to promote the
work in the International Business sector;
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Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)












Streamline the incorporation process electronically with the office of
Corporate Affairs and Intellectual Property to complete the
incorporation of a company within twenty-four hours.
Streamline the issuance of the international business license from
the Financial Services Commission within a period of three days.
Remove the requirement to issue an annual physical renewal to an
international Business Company (IBC) or Society with Restricted
Liability (SRL).
Ensure the fullest use of IC Technology platforms by government
departments/regulatory agencies so as to better facilitate business
by electronic filings of applications and electronic receipt of
approvals.
Identify and remove bottlenecks and obstacles in order to accelerate
timelines for action by regulatory authorities.
Undertake further investment to enhance the capacity and efficiency
of the Corporate Registry and Immigration Department.

Strengthening our Treaty Network
 Establish a standing committee of legal advisors to review the entire
suite of legislation that governs the operations of the International
Business sector specifically, and the body of commercial law
generally, in order to ensure that we are nimble enough to maintain
the provision of exciting products which meet the needs of the
International Market Place while also ensuring that our legislation
remains compatible with globally accepted regulatory standards.
 Substantially increase and broaden Barbados' Treaty network on
Trade and Economic Development Agreements, International Tax
and Bilateral Investment Treaties.
 Establish Barbados as a domicile of choice for the widest possible
cross-section of countries across the globe. In so doing, we shall
create a dedicated presence in the capitals of high growth countries
with whom we have not traditionally sought to build partnerships.
Additionally, a special focus will be placed on targeting the Middle
East and Africa as a potential market for Barbados in the medium
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Provide tax incentives and concessions for travel expenses incurred by
professionals who organize marketing trips and conference
participation and speaking engagements promoting the sector
globally;
Allocate increased resources to attracting very high net worth
individuals in South and Central America, Asia, the Middle East and
Europe;
Capitalize on Barbados’ existing competencies and aggressively target
businesses in the Mining, and Oil and Gas sectors;
Negotiate at least five double taxation and bilateral treaties each in
Asia, South and Central America and the Middle East;
Expand the network of Bilateral Investment Treaties;
Upgrade the legislation and train professionals to target the
development of full industries in Wealth Management, Insurance and
Re-Insurance, Family Trusts and Foundations;
Ensure that Barbados remains among the best regulated countries in
all areas of international business.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
term through the initial strengthening of our diplomatic relations.
 Reposition Barbados as a business gateway of choice to the Latin
America & Chinese markets.
 Foster a culture of close collaboration and mutual understanding on
key issues affecting the sector by inviting stakeholders to sit on interdepartmental committees. Such levels of participation and
cooperation will become increasingly important as Barbados
prepares to undergo phase II of the OECD GLOBAL FORUM
ASSESSMENT.
 Strengthen institutions such as Invest Barbados in order to better
equip them to market Barbados and its DTA and BIT Treaty network.
 Leverage Barbados' reputation as a jurisdiction based on the rule of
law with a view to having our strong traditions and legal reputation
be the foundation for establishing Barbados as a reputable Centre
for International Commercial Arbitration given the International
Arbitration Act that the BLP passed in 2007.
Indigenous Services Development
 Support the UWI and Barbados Community College in establishing
and providing programmes which support the International Financial
Services and Export Sectors.
 Support and fully fund the Redevelopment Programme of the
Barbados Coalition of Service Industries.
 Ensure that registered service providers selling services abroad are
taxed at the rate of 1½% in a manner consistent with the existing
international business sector.

Comparison of 2013 Manifestos of Major Political Parties in Barbados | 7

Entrepreneurship, Small and Medium Sized Business Development
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)










Forge close collaboration between the Barbados Entrepreneurship
Foundation and the Ministry of Education towards the goal of making
"Barbados the #1 Entrepreneurial Hub in the World by 2020".
Establish a National Reconstruction Fund to be managed by the
Enterprise Growth Fund, Ltd. This Fund will not lend where
commercial banks are already lending.
Recapitalise the Innovation Fund with $20 million to be managed by
the Enterprise Growth Fund Limited.
Introduce measures to create a junior stock exchange to raise capital
for investment in small companies.
Introduce a regime of micro leasing where micro and small businesses
may be able to access at affordable rates (through lease) equipment
that is critical to their operations for the period of time needed.







Small Business Development
 Revamp the Small Business Development Act to provide for further
incentives to micro businesses.
 Transfer the administration of the factoring programme from the
Ministry responsible for Small Business directly to Fund Access, the
Enterprise Growth Fund and qualifying credit unions.
 Provide facilities to the Small Business Association to create an
incubator park for technology, software development, innovation and
creativity.
 Launch the Barbados ITC Cluster Initiative; a program aimed at
fostering small business integration in ITC sector where SMBS can
increase export opportunities by leveraging the strengths of their
respective companies.
 Encourage the jumpstart of new businesses by making the first 3
years of registered small businesses exempt from taxation.
 Provide tax incentives for the development of an 'Angel Investment
Network' that supplements the existing government funded
institutions by driving private sector involvement and mentorship.
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Restructure the SMART ENERGY FUND to improve access to financing
for renewable energy projects;
Establish a $10million Loan Guarantee Scheme to facilitate the
establishment of small community-based businesses in the Cultural
Industries;
Establish a $10 million Loan Guarantee Scheme to finance Ecommerce and Digital Technology projects for Small and MediumSized Enterprises;
Facilitate and encourage small businesses to utilize the provision of
the Co-operatives legislation to establish joint ventures for the
procurement of supplies;
Establish showrooms, including a virtual show room component, to
display the products of the small business sector;
Facilitate the establishment of a shoe factory utilizing the skins from
black belly sheep;
Foster a working relationship with the University of the West Indies
to broaden the Research and Development base for small businesses
and to expand their capability for innovation;
Set up a process for the allocation of vending space across Barbados;
Provide for the development of the condiment sub-sector by
providing factory space that meets international standards;
Facilitate bulk procurement to the sub- sector;
Facilitate an expanded export thrust especially in Atlantic Canada and
Continental Europe;
Assist small businesses in meeting international standards to facilitate
growth in exports.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)


Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Provide the legislative framework and platform for 'Crowd Funding'
as a citizen- empowering micro business program to drive alternative
funding for micro-business.

Business and Investment Facilitation
 Devise in consultation with the Social Partners a National programme
to remove the constraints to doing business in Barbados.
 Provide a facilitating environment in all regulatory agencies dealing
with domestic and international business.
 Establish, within 6 months, a full interactive IT platform for the
corporate registry.
 Streamline the incorporation process (electronically) with the
Corporate Affairs and Intellectual Property Office (CAIPO) to allow for
the complete incorporation of a company within 24 hours
 Reduce the cost of incorporation to 100 dollars to encourage more
Barbadian business to incorporate and receive benefits from the
formal economy.
 Streamline the issuance of the international business licence from the
Ministry of International Business to within 3 days.

Agriculture and Food Security
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Food Security
 All evidence shows that the single greatest threat to a successful
agricultural sector is "PRAEDIAL LARCENY".
 We will update our legislation on Praedial larceny to ensure that it
satisfies the requirements of our agricultural sector, including
providing for stiffer penalties.
 Assured access to land must be a key component of an agricultural
resuscitation policy
 The Physical Development Plan will continue to be the guide for the
use of agricultural land and the Private Sector will be expected to

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)





Introduce and enforce modern praedial larceny legislation to help
farmers protect their production and provide guarantees and partner
with the insurance industry to develop a crop insurance scheme to
protect farmers’ investment in agricultural production;
Lead the search for substitute ingredients to reduce the cost of
livestock feed;
Develop a Central Information System for major ongoing agricultural
production and for
marketing activities and conduct a
comprehensive market study focusing on the weekly consumption of
a range of crops to be produced locally, as well as designing an
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Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
assist Government in making sure that such land is not alienated from
agriculture.
 Since economic activity thrives best in an atmosphere where there is
legislative certainty, a new Agricultural Development Act will be put
in place, as has been done for tourism and manufacturing. Within the
context of this Act, we will expand the greater use of incentives to
spur the utilisation of technology in this sector.
 The NEW AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ACT will make provision for
the appointappointment of a Revitalisation Agricultural Commission,
to develop and oversee the implementation of a rescue plan for
agriculture.
 We will seek to provide a guaranteed market for local produce by
ensuring that Government agencies purchase at least 60% of local
produce.
 The Agricultural Development Fund (ADF) will be recapitalised in
order to assist farmers who need finance for various ventures.
 We will provide financing opportunities for the smaller farmers who
do not have access to the ADF.
 The Scotland District Authority will be allowed to function in order to
ensure that the area is made for persons to live and for agricultural
and other economic activity to take place
 We will implement the proposal to establish a Milk Board in light of
the present impasse.
 The programme "Land for the Landless" while BLP started during its
last term will be expanded in order to facilitate the large number of
persons who are interested in farming but have no access to land.
Agricultural Health and Food Safety
 The Barbados Labour Party will complete the work which it started on
the establishment of the Agricultural Health and Food Safety
Authority.
 We had negotiated a project with the IADB to upgrade all
government laboratories. Unfortunately that project was allowed by
the current DLP administration to lapse. We give our commitment to
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Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
effective crop rotation system;
 Increase fiscal support for investment in Greenhouse, Hydroponic,
Renewable Energy and other technologies in agriculture and provide
incentives for Climate Controlled Greenhouses or Protected
Agriculture, which would result in increases in yield of over three to
six times greater than open field agriculture;
 Provide for the payment of agricultural rebates directly to suppliers
on the presentation of the relevant invoices by bona fide registered
farmers;
 Increase fiscal support for national farmers’ organisations to facilitate
an increase in agricultural production for domestic and export
markets;
 Reforest the Scotland District with coconut, fruit and breadfruit trees
for the supply of food, and with timber for the furniture industry;
 Restructure the land lease programme to attract more young people
into agriculture;
 Implement the Cane Industry Restructuring Project (CIRP) to bring the
sugar cane industry to at least a commercial break-even position;
 Initiate an agreement with private owners of sugar cane lands to
facilitate consolidation of farms and effect better management, the
use of more technology and the increase in sugar cane yields;
 Increase the number of personnel trained in livestock farming by
introducing programmes in Livestock Management at the Samuel
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic.
Fisheries
 Provide for the participation of the national fisherfolk organisation in
planning for fisheries development;
 Consult with the national fisherfolk representatives concerning the
updating of the 1993 Fisheries Act and Regulations;
 Increase the resources allocated to Fisheries Research and
Development;
 Reduce the fiscal imposts on the cost of operating fishing vessels;
 Facilitate the expansion of deep sea fishing to increase the harvesting

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
restarting and completing that work which will provide the capacity
of additional species of fish;
to determine the quality of both imports and exports.
 Use the abandoned landfill at Greenland to expand fish farming in
shrimp, tilapia, and other species of fish;
Youth in Agriculture
 Improve fish marketing to international standards.
 Initiatives which started under the previous BLP administration to
train the youth in the utilisation of modern agricultural
technologies will be re-started.
 Appropriate technical and marketing intelligence will be provided
to all farmers but particularly the smaller farmers.
Resusitation of the Sugar Industry
 Rationalise the structure of the industry by having one factory.
 Increase the yield per acre by planting new varieties of canes.
 Return to the project which was designed to produce branded sugar
only for domestic uses and exports, the generation of electricity,
ethanol, high grade molasses for the rum industry and syrup for use
in the local drinks and food industry.
Support for the Rum Industry
 Provide leadership to the efforts to protect the regional rum industry
from the unfair competition which is resulting from the granting of
subsidies by the USA to certain of our competitors.
Fisheries
 The work which started under the previous BLP administration on the
upgrade of our fish markets and landing sites will be resumed in order
to bring them to the stage where they can meet international
standards to enable us to export to the EU and other jurisdictions.
Fairchild Street Market
 Continue with our original plans to build a new market at Fairchild
Street and to upgrade the other markets.
Development of the Scotland District
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Barbados Labour Party (BLP)







Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Bring into force the Scotland District Authority Act of 2007.
Invest $35 million over five years in stabistabilizing the Scotland
District.
Provide incentives and support to persons engaging in sustainable
agriculture in the Scotland District.
Provide technical assistance and establishing a soft loan facility to
house owners in the Scotland District for the purpose of mitigating
the effect of slippage by installation of proper drainage, stabilization
or retention works.
Give the Scotland District Authority the remit and the resources to
fully rehabilitate the road and bridge network in the Scotland District.

Trade, Industry, and Manufacturing
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)












Implement the policies contained in The Industrial Policy for
Barbados' Manufacturing and Related Services Sector.
Establish Export Barbados to provide a dedicated focus to the export
of Barbados products to CARICOM and the rest of the world.
Implement loan guarantee and financing arrangements with provision
for delayed repayments to help new and qualifying projects get off
the ground.
Aggressively work to eliminate the illegal subsidies provided to US
rum producers by the US Government.
Reposition the Barbados rum industry to be our premier export
sector by doubling its production.
Work with the Fair Trading Commission to facilitate the introduction
of reduced energy rates for off-peak usage by manufacturing and
informatics businesses.
Actively pursue and facilitate expressions of interest made by the
International Community to establish Barbados as a centre for
research and development in Bio-Sciences. Such an initiative would
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Undertake an extensive review of all trade taxes so as to ensure
adequate protection of local producers, while removing unnecessary
protections to reduce the cost of living;
Support the establishment of Research and Development activities
geared towards the promotion of innovation;
Provide more fiscal support for the National Council of Science and
Technology;
Strengthen the capacity of the BIDC, the National Productivity Council
and BIMAP to mentor businesses with good prospects for exports or
for expansion within the local market;
Undertake a comprehensive survey of the manufacturing sector with
a view to (a) determining its major needs, and (b) craft programmes
to meet those needs;
Aggressively explore opportunities for exports in Latin America and in
Southeast Asia and Atlantic Canada;
Work with local rum producers to double the export of rum by the
end of 2016;

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
see Barbados partnering with start up companies in the field of biosciences and facilitating their access to laboratories, office space,
administrative and corporate support services.
 Fund energy audits and retrofitting within the manufacturing and
informatics sector to facilitate the most optimal and affordable mix of
traditional and alternative energy. Expand training by providing
custom design training modules to support enterprises both within
the manufacturing and the informatics sector to ensure that our
workforce meets the highest standards.
 The creation of an enabling environment for high value added
manufacturing in areas such as pharmaceuticals and petroleum.
 Expand the Special Technical Assistance Programme to assist
enterprises with export potential to restructure to comply with the
highest relevant international standards.
 Designate the furniture, food and fashion industries as sectors
appropriate for the development of clusters of small businesses
cooperating in respect of production and marketing. Resuscitate and
expand the informatics and medical transcription sectors to provide
jobs and opportunities for Barbadians.
 Aggressively work with the Fair Trading Commission to enhance the
service quality of licensed broad band and ICT providers and to
reduce the cost of the same.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)





Implement a programme to increase output of Sea Island Cotton for
the manufacture of high quality garments for the domestic and
exports markets;
Aggressively explore opportunities for export under existing Bilateral
Trade Agreements e.g. with Venezuela, Costa Rica, the Dominican
Republic and the CARIFORUM-EU Partnership Agreement;
Implementation of phyto-sanitary standards to meet WTO
requirements for exporting globally as well as country specific
requirements;
Enable the BNSI to conduct testing, inspection and certification to
ensure that all products satisfy the appropriate standards.

Culture and Creative Industries
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)



Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Pass a Cultural and Creative Industries Bill Tax artists and musicians at 
the same rate as International Business Companies (IBCs) for any
foreign exchange earned outside of Barbados.
Enhance existing facilities and provide new training facilities for the 
cultural and creative sector based on partnerships between the 
Government and reputable international schools in the Creative
Industries.

Implement the Cultural Industries Development Act which will further
diversify the Barbados economy by providing avenues for the
creation of cultural businesses and other forms of employment.
Establish a Regulatory Agency to administer the Act.
Establish a Cultural Heritage Unit within the Ministry of Culture to
ensure the effective management of properties within Historic
Bridgetown and its Garrison and other sites.
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Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)












Establish a separate Government institution that will focus on the
development of the creative industries as a critical part of the
Barbados export economy.
Establish the long awaited Film Commission and the appropriate
legislative, infrastructural, training and fiscal incentives framework to
both boost the local film industry and to position Barbados as a
location of choice for international film shoots.
Remove the bureaucratic constraints and the resulting high costs that
stifle cultural and creative enterprises.
Replenish the Innovation Fund to develop the products in the new
media such as animation, gaming, software development and
publishing.
Work with teh tenants of temple yard and charitable organisations to
enhance their facilities to have them provide a vibrant arts and
cultural facility for Barbadians and tourists.
Promote the purchase of more local artwork by Barbadian businesses
and households and by Government.
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Accelerate already initiated efforts to secure entrepreneurial
opportunities for the youth of the City and the Garrison area, in
particular in the areas tour guiding and other business ventures.
Bring the Daphne Joseph Hackett Theatre back to life.
Pursue the acquisition of the Globe Cinema and transform it into a
Centre for the Creative Arts.
Pursue two other UNESCO inscriptions: the ‘The Industrial Heritage of
Barbados - The Story of Sugar’ and ‘The Scotland District’
Implementing the proposals from the National Policy for Cultural
Industries in Barbados;
Passing a Cultural Industries Bill;
Establishing a National Art Gallery;
Establishing a Film and Digital Media Commission;
Establishing a Cultural Project Management Unit within the Ministry
of Culture;
Establish a School for the Visual and Performing Arts;
Aim for the production and release of at least two Barbadian feature
length films each year;
Require that CBC Channel 8 devote at least one hour of prime time
viewing on week- days to local content;
Facilitate the development of outstanding works and performances at
NIFCA for the television format;
Mandate the Cultural Project Management Unit to promote
Barbadian films in selected film festivals around the world.
Granting eligible businesses a 200% income tax deduction on
expenditures related to the establishment of a new commercial
venture in the Cultural Industry such as film studios;
Granting eligible businesses a 150% deductible on interest paid on
loans entered into to finance a new commercial venture in the
Cultural Industry:
A 50% reduction in the interest rate on loans from the Student
Revolving Fund for training in Mobile and Web Applications
Development, Information Systems Security, Network Technologies,
Animation, Videography and Nursing and Health Care

The Green Economy and the Environment
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

The Environment
 Implement special measures to equip those sectors which have been
identified by United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) as
critical to the transition – including Agriculture, Construction and
Building, Energy, Fisheries, Forests, Manufacturing Tourism,
Transport, Water and Waste Management – and support them
through the global transition to the global green economy.
 Property owners will be given incentives to construct or retrofit green
or GEED certified properties using low carbon equipment and
technologies.
 Incentives will be given to property owners to produce energy from
renewable resources for their own use or for sale to the BL&P for
feed into the national grid and the appropriate initiatives, legislation
and feed-in tariffs will be developed to facilitate these.
 The BNOC under the Barbados Labour Party imported and tested
natural gas vehicles with excellent results. Companies with large
vehicle fleets and public transport vehicles will be encouraged to
convert to natural gas which is cheaper and cleaner than petroleum
and diesel. We will conduct a pilot project to test alternatively fuelled
vehicles on various routes to determine what fuels the Transport
Board can use to function cost effectively and give high performance.
 Green standards will be developed and an incentive system used to
encourage all new buildings to meet the green standards.
 We will accelerate the programme to ensure that all street lighting
will eventually be powered by solar or some other alternative source
and that government will convert all incandescent lighting in its
buildings to fluorescent. Water and energy saving devices and
equipment will be used and phased in incrementally.
 The hotel and restaurant sector will be given incentives to
comprehensively green retrofit using solar water heaters, energy
saving devices and equipment, recycling water for irrigation and
secondary use and taking measures to reduce waste and green their

The Environment
 Commence the construction of the West Coast sewerage system
promptly;
 Strengthen its regulatory and enforcement programme;
 Expand the development of green spaces;
 Provide additional play parks with emphasis on high density
population and low income communities;
 In collaboration with the University of the West Indies promote
Barbados as an International Centre for technical expertise in Green
Economy Policy design and implementation;
 Continue work to protect the West Coast beaches.
The Green Economy and Renewable Energy
 Seek to reduce the country’s cost of imported energy by $150 million
over the next five years;
 Reduce CO2 emissions, reliance on fossil fuels, and cut electricity
consumption by significant amounts;
 Amend the Electricity Act to allow for the disaggregation of electricity
services on the island where specific rates or fees are established for
generation, transmission and distribution;
 BWA will enter into a phased programme of reducing their reliance
on fossil fuel generation by investing in one of the proposed 1MW
Solar Farms that the BL&P intends to propose to the FTC by the end
of the first quarter 2013;
 Install photovoltaic panels on the majority of government buildings,
thereby producing electricity for these buildings and selling the
excess to the national electricity grid;
 Source buses powered by renewable energy for the Barbados
Transport Board;
 Establish a Stakeholder Forum with all major financial and banking
institutions with the objective of implementing a “Rapid Finance”
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facilities (including sensors to activate lighting and taps and other
equipment).
The government will increasingly ensure that environmentally
sustainable investments are taken into account as part of its
procurement policies and practices.
Government will encourage recycling and promote waste reduction
and the reuse and recycling of goods and materials wherever
possible.
The BWA is the largest single customer of the BL&P. All of its
extraction and production is done using electrical energy or fossil
fuels. The BWA will incrementally be taken to a renewable energy
platform for all its operations but the back up and redundant systems
will be from hydrocarbons.

The Coastal Environment
 Identify, develop and retain a number of new, well landscaped beach
accesses and windows to the sea so as to preserve adequate coastal
recreation for use by nationals. Where feasible, new beach facilities
will be constructed.
 Undertake coastal stabilisation, rehabilitation and enhancement at a
number of sites where the coastline is under threat.
 Establish a Marine Water Quality standard to ensure our beach water
remains of high standard.
 Establish a Marine Management Authority to balance the wider
interest of all beach users so as to reduce conflict and promote beach
protection.
 Conduct coastal sensitivity mapping aimed at identifying risk hazards
and vulnerable areas.
 Develop a National Ocean Policy for the management of Barbados'
marine territory, hydrocarbon and mineral resources.
 Develop a Coral Reef Action Plan to evaluate, protect and, where
necessary, transplant corals which are vital habitats for marine
species and which are central to the protection of the coastline from
intense wave action.
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initiative to fast track financing for homeowners seeking to install
renewable energy electricity generation systems;
Provide without charge the land and the garbage for a waste-toenergy plant to generate electricity for sale to the Barbados Light &
Power Co Ltd;
Allow a private sector company, through an appropriate bidding
process, to have access to the existing landfill mass to extract the
landfill gas for the generation of electricity;
Encourage the production of bio fuels particularly from used cooking
oils from cruise ships and restaurants;
Continue the exploration of the conversion of animal and other
organic waste into fuel;
Examine the feasibility of generating electricity from wave energy;
Acquire more definitive seismic data on the prospects for oil and gas
in the unlicenced part of the off-shore territory;
Prepare a strategic phasing schedule for negotiating additional
licences in a way that maximises the benefit to Barbados from this
likely resource;
Have the Barbados National Oil Co Ltd use its profits from crude oil
production to explore for more oil and gas reserves and expand
production of oil and gas as such reserves increase;
Explore with Trinidad and Tobago the construction of a natural gas
pipeline linking Trinidad and Tobago to Barbados;
Provide fiscal incentives to induce private sector vehicles that finance
renewable energy;
Immediately provide $1 million dollars in additional funding to the
Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic for the development and
implementation of a training programme for persons in PV
installation (training programmes);
Immediately provide additional funding for the training and hiring of
staff within the Government Electrical Engineering Department to
facilitate Government’s 5-year vision of substantially increasing the
penetration of PV and Wind generating systems on the island to
match that of solar hot water heaters.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Harrison's Cave
 Develop a sustainable agricultural project for the protection zone
around the Cave and develop the area as a special heritage site. This
will allow residents to earn revenue while protecting the Cave's
Ecosystem
Energy Production and Conservation
 Significantly boost local production of oil and gas by drilling new
wells, bringing on stream those already drilled and revisiting
exhausted wells with new technology.
 Invite reputable foreign and local firms to assist in exploiting the
hydro carbon reserves within the EEZ.
 Establish a Heritage and Stabilisation Fund using some of the windfall
from the off shore sector.
 Ensure that any drilling takes place in an environmentally sensitive
manner.
 Expand the use of natural gas in the Barbados energy sector.
 Expand the natural gas network, especially to the heavily populated
areas and to industry.
 Develop a National Energy Conservation Programme for both
domestic and commercial users.
 Ensure that over the next five years, all public buildings will be
retrofitted in order to use energy more efficiently.
 Continue to offer incentives to promote the further use of energy
efficient appliances.
 Reinforce and expand the sustainable energy programme.
 Facilitate entities in the agricultural, manufacturing and tourism
sectors to use a mix of renewable energy products.
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Finance and the Economy
The Economy
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Cost of living
 Restore the VAT to 15%. When the DLP increased the VAT from 15 to
17.5%, it promised that it would be a temporary measure. We
commit to take it back from 17.5% to 15% immediately on electricity
and food.
 Undertake as part of the fight to control the cost of living to
systematically phase down the bound rates, especially on food
products, where there is no competing domestic production to be
protected.
 Advance negotiations with our CARICOM partners to continue to
reduce the common external tariff where there is no local or regional
production being protected.
 Immediately upon taking office, reduce and eventually remove the
cess placed on gasoline and diesel.
 Pass on the benefit of the reduction in duties as contained in new
trade agreements especially with Europe.
 Strengthen the price monitoring mechanism that was put in place
prior to 2008 and allow it to become an important part of the effort
to control the cost of living.
 Facilitate the deepening of competition among enterprises in the
distributive sector provided that all enterprises are enabled to carry
out their investments, sale and operations facing the same
conditions.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
Reducing Fiscal Deficit and National Debt
 Aggressively pursue new Foreign Exchange Earnings growth strategies
as the most sustainable means of reducing the fiscal deficit and
national debt;
 Reduce the levels of Transfers and Subsidies in line with the targets of
the Medium Term Fiscal Strategy;
 Undertake an extensive programme of tax reform including VAT,
Customs Duties and Trade Taxes;
 Work with the social partners and negotiate with Trade Unions, in
particular, to craft a policy to keep wage increases in line with
productivity improvements;
 Introduce performance-based pay in consultation with workers’
representatives;
 Immediately embark on an extensive renewable energy electricity
generation programme to reduce the operational costs of
Government Departments and Statutory Corporations by
spearheading the use of renewable energy for electricity generation;
 Reduce the operational costs of Government Departments and
Statutory Corporations by conducting an assessment of the
operational
processes
at
each
major
Government
Department/Institution to determine how they can benefit from an
infusion of appropriate technology;
 Reduce the operational costs of Government Departments and
Statutory Corporations by merging Departments and entities that
Tax Relief
have similar remits or are serving the same interests;
 Restore the tax exemption on entertainment and travelling  Carry out Value for Money Audits for the ten Departments or
allowances.
programmes with the largest expenditures;
 Increase the land tax exemption threshold to $200,000 which will  Upgrade Government procurement systems to improve efficiency
remove 18,000 property owners from the payment of the tax.
and reduce costs;
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Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Allow home owners liable to land tax to pay on 50% of the improved 
value. This benefit is now available to pensioners.
Introduce a middle-income tax band that applies a 25% marginal tax 
rate to taxable income between 35,001 and 50,000.
Increase the reverse tax credit to $1,500 for persons earning $20,000 
or less.
Increase personal income tax allowance for pensioners to $50,000.
Under the existing tax system, individuals are provided with a basic
allowance of $25,000, a home allowance, allowances for savings and
allowances to encourage them to invest. We believe that we should
add to this by providing allowances to people to better provide for
the education of their children and their health-care.
Introduce a Health Allowance of $10,000 which can be used for care
of the elderly, medical and drug bills, health insurance, registered
health plans and membership at qualifying gyms.
Allow the full contribution to a registered savings plan up to a limit of
$10,000 per year as an allowance; only the withholding tax on
interest is currently allowed.
Introduce a regime where earning foreign exchange will attract the
same rate of taxes as International Business Companies in such areas
as sports, culture, entertainment, among others – as we seek to build
an economy for our young people.

Subject each Ministry and each department to a Zero Based
Budgeting process once every five years;
Ensure that the Annual Budgets for Statutory Boards are prepared on
a Zero Budget basis once every three years;
Insist that all projects likely to cost more than $5 million be subject to
a complete capital investment plan and analysis before
commencement.

Energy Pricing Policy
 Immediately upon attaining office, reduce and eventually remove the
cess placed on gasoline and diesel.
 Reduce the Value Added Tax on electricity bills.
 Mandate the Barbados National Oil Company Limited to charge the
Barbados Light and Power Co. Ltd fuel oil at production cost or
purchase price plus a small markup from both locally produced or
imported product.
 As soon as practical reduce the excise tax on gasoline to carry it back
to its former level.
 Amend the Transport Board Act to allow it to legally sell diesel to
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Public Service vehicles at special rates.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Financing and Banking
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)





Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Encourage and Facilitate credit unions establishing mutual 
investment funds to broaden their investment capability to invest in
local commercial enterprises with the benefit of diversifying their
risks.
Ensure that there is greater oversight by the Central Bank and 
Financial Services Commission (FSC) over the charges from banks and
other financial institutions to their customers.
Regulate interest rate charges for credit card to ensure they are not
excessive.



Support the institutional strengthening of the secondary body with a
view to providing services to the primary bodies for a fee, in
particular to the smaller Credit Unions that are experiencing
difficulties in meeting their statutory reporting requirements;
Enhance the technical and financial capacity of the Cooperatives
Department to deliver education programmes for the purpose of
stimulating growth in housing, producer, worker, and services
cooperative societies, (among other areas where thrift is necessary);
Re-institute fiscal incentives to Credit Unions when the economy
returns to sustained growth;
Facilitate the establishment of a Cooperative Bank to enable the
Credit Union sector to expand the range of services offered to its
members.

Technology, eGovernment, and eCommerce
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)










Facilitate the provision of affordable broadband and high speed
internet access across the length and breadth of Barbados.
Work with the banking community to expand the scope for eCommerce andmobile commerce.
Centralise the various fragmented ICT related departments into one
responsible authority.
Expand the current portal connecting all government agencies and
Ministries and create alternative ways to access Government services
using ICT including mobile networks.
Encourage the installation of Internet Exchange Points (IXP) to create
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Reduce the cost of internet and broadband access to households by
providing an income tax deduction of up to $2,000 for domestic
internet and broadband;
Encourage the development of E-Commerce by offering businesses a
200% Corporation Tax deduction on the capital costs of establishing
an E-Commerce website;
Encourage the development of E-Commerce by offering businesses a
200% Corporation Tax deduction on the interest paid on loans
entered into for establishing an E-Commerce website;
Encourage the development of E-Commerce by offering businesses a

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
data transfer points in an effort to reduce the delivery costs of
Internet services to the consumer, reduce foreign exchange loss and
provide a more robust and reliable local and regional network.
 Fully support private sector initiatives, such as the Barbados
Entrepreneurship Foundation in facilitating the provision of free Wi-Fi
access across the island.
 Create an appropriate national Cyber Security Strategy including
government and civil society so we are able to truly protect our digital
borders.
 Establish a Computer Emergency Response Team, now a common
practice across the world to ensure the continuity of our country's
operation.
 Create an Innovation Park to accommodate software development,
advanced research, specialised training initiatives, and local-global
partnerships that provide new opportunities for local entrepreneurs.
 Establish training facilities as 'ICT Centres of Excellence' that partner
with international ICT institutions to prepare our citizens for a new
digital workforce.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
150% corporation tax deduction on expenditures for staff training
related to the operation of an Ecommerce website;
 Implement a major upgrade of ICT systems throughout the entire
public sector;
 Expand the provision of e-government services to include the
payment of Motor Vehicle Licenses, Land Tax, and a variety of
Government fees;
 Encourage Application Development (web technology solutions, cloud
computing services) by allowing locally owned IT companies to
develop at least 25% of all programmes required by Government;
 Establish an IT Incubation Centre to facilitate entrepreneurial activity
amongst students, and invite entrepreneurs to use Incubation Centre
services so as to develop end products for commercialization;
 Complete on-going work pertaining to the revision of the
Telecommunications Act;
 Continue to work with all our telecommunications companies to
examine the mechanics of setting up a local IXP in a further effort to
improve our telecommunications systems. By establishing a local IXP,
Internet Service Providers (or ISPs) will be able to interconnect
directly, locally, at no cost, rather than by purchasing transit services
from other ISPs who carry the traffic from more distant IXPs on their
behalf;
 Through the Barbados Community College (BCC) develop links with
organizations such as Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) to
offer enhanced programmes in Science and Technology;
 Establish a Research Department at the BCC whose mandate will be
to develop new hardware technologies for the renewable energy
sector (for example new types of batteries, new types of solar panels
etc.);
 Cooperate with regional and international initiatives to establish a
Computer Incident Response Team (CIRT). CIRT’s are coordination
centres dealing with security problems and, as the names would
suggest, respond to major incidents.
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Social and Developmental Sectors
Education and Human Resource Development
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
 A Teaching Services Commission.
 A School Leadership Program as a key component of training and
development for Principals and members of the senior management
teams in the school system.
 A far reaching institutional reform of the education system. This will
include a comprehensive revision of the Education Act and
Regulations to clarify the roles of all stakeholders and to reflect
modern approaches to education management and administration.
 A dedicated Schools' Inspectorate, within the Ministry of Education,
that undertakes school inspections as its primary responsibility.
 Opportunities for the continuing professional development of
teachers including mandatory training every five years for all
teachers.
 Master Teachers within the Primary and Secondary school system.
 Education standards, performance targets and guidelines for best
practice.
 Establish a national innovation programme that provides the
opportunity for young Barbadians to create and showcase digital
technology.
 Build teacher capability in the area of science and technology by
providing scholarships and other incentives for teachers to develop
specific pedagogical competence in science and technology.
 Restructure the mode of delivery of course content at the Barbados
Community College, Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic, TVET
Council, Barbados Vocational Training Board and all Government
training institutions to make the fullest use of distance education,
self-paced learning, and modular courses to make it easier for adults
with family, work, or other responsibilities to take maximum
advantage of all education and training opportunities.
 We will establish an academy of sports and the arts to develop our
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Continue to implement the Caribbean Vocational Qualifications (CVQ)
and the National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ).
Continue the roll-out of the Caribbean Certificate of Secondary Level
Competence as an exit Examination for All School leavers.
Ensure that the Barbados Community College (BCC) increases the
number of Bachelor Degree programmes in the “APPLIED” areas.
Ensure that the BCC becomes a Centre for applied research.
Reduce the size of secondary schools to approximately 800 – 850
students.
Build at least two new Secondary Schools.
Develop Erdiston Teachers’ College into a Centre of Pedagogical
Training and Research, Professional Development and Curriculum
Reform.
Ensure that prospective teachers are trained before they enter the
Teaching Profession by introducing a B.Ed. in Teacher Education.
Continue to develop programmes for “At Risk Students” and for the
differently abled in our country.
Improve the support services to students in Primary and Secondary
Schools.
Continue to develop programmes and training in specific areas of
Education: Early Childhood Education, Physical Education, Special
Needs Education, Remedial Education, Reading etc.
Introduce Entrepreneurship and Innovation Studies at all levels in the
education system.
Promote Entrepreneurship by establishing New Venture Competitions
in schools.
Continue its programme to equip more Secondary Schools to deliver
Sixth Form level tuition.
Continue the expansion in the range of subjects available for study at

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
sporting and artistic talent.
Special Needs Education


An education system, just like a society, can only be considered
successful if it makes adequate provision for persons with special
needs. The Barbados Labour Party will pursue a two pronged strategy
involving:
o The incorporation of children with a range of physical
challenges into regular schools by making such physical,
technological, and pedagogical adjustments as needed to
allow them to function at their fullest potential.
o Provision of support for special schools for those children
who may require a higher level of specialist care and
instruction not available in regular schools.

Educational Technology
 Continue the further integration of ICTs into the teaching-learning
process.
 Introduce a programme of Initiatives for Strengthening Teachers and
Resources for Ultimate Quality (INSTRUQ) in order to gain maximum
benefit from the investment we have made in technology.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
the Sixth Form level, through the establishment of Centres of
Excellence.
 Establish additional campuses of the Barbados Community College
and Samuel Jackman Prescod Polytechnic in the Northern and Eastern
parishes using the latest technology.
 Introduce an Income Tax Credit of up to $5,000 on the interest on
loans sourced from the Students’ Revolving Loan Fund.
 Provide for an Income Tax Credit (BDS$ 5,000) maximum per year, in
respect of the cost of tertiary education/training at an overseas
internationally recognized institution.
 Work to ensure that the maximum level of cost effectiveness is
achieved in the delivery of quality education at all levels of the
education system.
 Review the Education Act in order to enhance accountability by the
management and staff of all educational institutions.
 Work closely with the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus
and other independent educational institutions in pursuit of common
goals and objectives.

Early Childhood Education
 Complete the programme started by the BLP for the provision of
universal access to Early Childhood Education for children 3-5 years
old.
Primary Education
 Formalise a system of community organisations to support primary
schools.
 Provide support for tutorial programmes administered by community
groups.
 Upgrade the resources and facilities at under-performing schools to
equalise the performance in and the demand for schools across
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Barbados.
 Expand the national reading programme.
 Expand diagnostic testing for 3 and 5 year olds in hearing, speech and
sight.
 Expand such testing in emotional, physiological and educational
areas.
Secondary Education
 Construct at least one new secondary school to bring the enrolment
per school to more manageable levels.
 Expand the programme at the Edna Nicholls Centre.
 Establish in partnership with the civil society after-school
programmes across Barbados to provide care, support and
mentorship for children whose parents are still at work.
 Expand the school to work programme.
 Utilise the facilities at secondary schools after hours to provide
community oriented training in technical skills and trades.
Tertiary Education
 Create a special Task Force to develop an optimal financing plan for
the tertiary education within three years.
 The BLP will ensure that there is a vibrant tertiary education sector
which satisfies the education needs of Barbadians as well as providing
scope to export education services to the rest of the world.
 Support the programme for tertiary education as outlined in the
Report of the Beckles Commission on Higher Education 2012.
 Support the development of the Cave Hill Campus area as a township
because of its profound economic impact on the surrounding urban
communities.
 Support the development of a science park which will serve as strong
link with the business and technological community.
 Establish Barbados as a location for international high quality tertiary
education and create a suitable regime to encourage major reputable
universities to establish specialist units in Barbados to educate
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students from around the world.
 Develop programmes to increase the enrolment of males in tertiary
education.
 Allow a tax credit to individuals for contributions made to registered
education savings plans.

Health
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Barbados Drug Service (BDS)
 Amend the draconian measures introduced by the DLP government.
 Ensure that all pensioners receive their medication free of charge at
the pharmacy of their choice.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Health and Wellness Programme
 Allow health and wellness expenses to be claimed as part of the new
health care tax credit.
 Remove import duty and VAT from a basket of goods which support
healthy eating, to include diabetic supplements, low sugar and low fat
snacks, sugar substitutes, cereals, peas/beans, food supplements,
multivitamins, and vegetarian burgers, tofu, etc
 Make it mandatory for all new housing developments to provide safe
recreational spaces, e.g. playing fields, walking tracks, bicycle paths or
gym facilities.













Construct a new General Hospital;
Expand community based health programmes, including the delivery
of Community Mental Health care;
Expand the range of services at Polyclinics – e.g. Dentistry,
Ophthalmology, Diabetes, Gerontology;
Strive to achieve a more patient-friendly health care system;
Provide for improved access to diagnostic services at Polyclinics;
Improve physical facilities at all polyclinics;
Expand training programmes for Polyclinic staff;
Provide for a fully functioning St. John Polyclinic;
Restructure the management system for polyclinics;
Provide for the full operationalization of Health Information Systems,
including a Digital Patient Record System at the QEH, Psychiatric and
Geriatric Hospitals and Polyclinics.

Elderly Care
Tertiary Care - The QEH
 Subsidise home modifications such as grab bars, anti-slip treatment
 Introduce a Medical Services Development Act (similar to the Tourism
for bathroom tiles and other home safety devices through a new
Development Act which we previously introduced)
programme, the “EASE” (Enhancement for Active Seniors)
 Expand the partnerships with the private sector (purchaser/provider
Programme. Each household with an elderly member will be able to
split) that exists within the BDS and the alternate care of the elderly
access a tax credit of up to $2,000 for approved home safety
programme, another BLP initiative, into other areas of healthcare
modifications.
provision.
 Expand community based elderly care programmes;
 Utilise available EU funds to establish a cardiac unit and a stroke  Make major renovations to all District Hospitals;
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management unit at the QEH.
Polyclinics
 Continue the development and refurbishment of our polyclinics.
 Provide a modern ICT system so that the Polyclinics will be effectively
integrated with the proposed HIIS at the QEH.
 Provide X-ray and Ultra- Sound facilities and asthma bays at all
polyclinics.
 Construct a polyclinic at Tamarind Hall, St. Joseph as previously
planned.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)




Restructure financing programme for Elderly Care;
Support a Reverse Mortgage policy;
Expand rehabilitation services.

Mental Health
 Introduce a new Mental Health Act;
 Expand community based mental health programmes;
 Engage more Psychologists in delivery of Mental Health programmes.

Environmental Health
 Expand Public Education programmes on Environmental Health;
Care of the Elderly
 Establish an Enforcement Unit for Environmental Health Issues;
 Expand the Alternative Care of the Elderly programme, which is a cost  Enhance training programmes for Environmental Health Officers;
effective way of providing care to the builders of our society.
 Strengthen Vector Control programmes.
 Provide a tax allowance to persons to offset the cost of providing care
for their elderly and physically challenged relatives
Pharmaceutical Programmes
 Enhance the present geriatric facilities
 Institute a new Pharmaceutical Policy (already approved by Cabinet);
 Introduce the legal and regulatory framework for the introduction of  Continue rationalization of the Drug Service to make it more patient
reverse mortgages, which will allow pensioners to raise a lump sum
friendly and sustainable;
on the basis of the property owned by them and to allow them to live  Strengthen relations with suppliers to ensure continuous supply of
out their days in dignity. The sum lent will be secured by the
essential medicines at affordable prices.
property.
Health Education
Mental Health
 Invest in the delivery of continuous Health Education to empower our
 Work with philanthropic organisations to improve and expand the
people to make prudent choices when purchasing health care
drug rehabilitation programme to include a special unit for women.
services from the private market.
 Modernise our Mental Health Legislation.
 Strengthen the Community-based mental health services.
Water
 Undertake the West Coast Sewerage project;
Emergency Ambulance Service (EAS)
 Expand water supply in the south and east of the island;
 Provide adequate and appropriate accommodation for the staff of
 Immediately embark on a renewable energy electricity generation
the EAS.
project with the BWA to help reduce operational costs.
 Ensure that an adequate number of ambulances are available as the
expansion of the services continues.
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Nursing
 Place greater focus on the specialist training of nurses.
 Review the conditions of service of nursing staff in the public sector,
with a view to improving their remuneration and reducing the very
high number of resignations.
 Establish a Continuing Nursing Education Policy.
Medical and Dental Profession
 Complete our programme to eradicate all pit-toilets in Barbados and
replace them with sanitary water toilets.
 A new animal control centre will be constructed along with expanded
regulations governing the care and protection of animals.
HIV/AIDS
 Strengthen our surveillance and counselling programmes
 Strengthen our Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
programme.
Solid Waste Management
 Complete the implementation of the Integrated Solid Waste
Management programme which we commenced at Vaucluse and of
which recycling is a major component.
 Construct an in-vessel composting facility and a chemical waste
storage facility at Vaucluse.
 Enact appropriate legislation to encourage and regulate recycling and
the management of solid waste.
Sanitation Services Authority (SSA)
 Ensure an efficient and modern collection system whereby 90% of the
public will get a twice weekly collection.
 Actively promote the sorting of garbage, enlisting the cooperation of
householders to separate organics, plastics, paper, metal and glass.
 Encourage recycling by giving incentives to entities involved in this
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process, i.e. recycling of paper, plastics, glass and building and
demolition debris.
 Introduce legislation and an enforcement programme along with
public education for littering and illegal dumping.
Barbados Water Authority (BWA)
 Continue to provide a safe water supply to all Barbadians; in this
regard water treatment plants will be established at the Belle and
Ashton Hall.
 Reactivate the "water augmentation project" that was planned to
resolve the persistent water shortages in St. Joseph, St. Andrew, St.
Thomas, St. Peter, St. Lucy, St. John and St. Philip
 Fully capitalise the mains replacement programme which forms the
main plank of the BWA's water augmentation plan.
 Facilitate the construction of a desalination plant on the south east of
the island as a public/private sector project.
 Facilitate the construction of the long overdue West Coast Sewerage
Treatment Plant as a public/private sector partnership.
 Provide the Belle area with a sewerage system.
 Use cutting-edge technology to provide for waste water re-use for
agricultural and other similar purposes.

Labour and Industrial Relation
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)








Strengthen and enhance the Social Partnership as an instrument for
civic engagement, productivity improvement and for building social
cohesion.
Compile a comprehensive and consolidated framework of Laws and
Labour standards to govern industrial relations practices, and to
improve and protect workers' rights where necessary.
Promote labour/management cooperation between employers and
workers in industry.
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Provide for the voluntary recognition of trade unions, or by a
threshold of thirty percent (30%) of the workforce of an
establishment determined by survey;
Protect workers from termination for strike action;
Legislate provision for a service allowance for workers who wish to
transition from employee to contractor/self-employed status;
Establish a college for public servants which will utilize a blended
approach to learning;

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)



Strengthen the capacity of the Labour Department to ensure the  Provide for the recruitment of a Public Sector Reform Manager at the
effective delivery of core functions such as conciliation, inspections
level of the Governor of Central Bank of Barbados or the Chief
and complaints investigation.
Executive Officer of the Financial Services Commission;
 Provide for the benchmarking of Public Sector Performance and
Setting Standards for Training
Annual Awards to outstanding public servants;
 Provide better alignment of the BVTB and the TVET Council and  Establish a ‘Sir Frank Walcott’ chair at the University of the West
promote greater collaboration to ensure that training is geared
Indies to promote the Barbados Brand of Social Partnership;
towards fully preparing participants for the requirements of the job  Provide National Development Scholarships for training of certified
market.
Mediators and Conciliators and establishing a regime of Conciliation
 Promote and set standards for TVET Training.
and Mediation in industrial relations;
 Establish and implement procedures for the training and certification  Establish a permanent structure for the Social Partnership with a
of artisans in Barbados to enable them to meet the requirements for
linking mechanism to facilitating the integration of our society and
registration with the Barbados Building Authority.
economy;
 Implement a policy to integrate persons with disabilities into the Skills  Promote employee share option schemes.
Training Programme.
Improving Individual Productivity
Vocational Training
 Reduce the cost of internet and broadband access to households by
 Continue to review the quality assurance system that underpins the
providing an income tax deduction of up to $2,000 for domestic
vocational training programmes so that they are relevant and meet
internet and broadband;
national standards.
 A tax rebate of up to $1,000 for workers who do not take the full
 Develop and update occupational standards and National Vocational
complement of sick days in a calendar year.
Qualifications to meet identified needs in the sectors of tourism and
hospitality, customer service, information and communications Improving Corporate Productivity
technology, and construction and building related services.
 A 200% deduction on the costs of establishing a day care centre at
 Ensure that training is geared towards developing a competent
the business entity;
workforce that can reposition Barbados to meet the new and  A 200% corporation tax deduction for the capital costs of establishing
emerging labour market requirements.
an E-Commerce website;
 Ensure that the Employment Training Fund is better ulitised to help  A 200% corporation tax deduction on the interest paid on loans
build a new cadre of entrepreneurs and strengthen existing small
entered into establishing an E-Commerce website;
businesses
 A 150% corporation tax deduction on expenditures for staff training
related to the operation of an E-commerce website.
Improving Government Productivity
 Reorganizing the Town and Country Planning Department to create a
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‘one stop shop’ that brings together all agencies that contribute to
the approvals process;
 Providing larger staff complements with the required skills for the
offices of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel, the Solicitor General, the
Corporate Registry and Intellectual Property Office, the Town and
Country Planning Department, and throughout the public service;
 Reviewing and improving the work processes at Government’s major
works departments;
 Assessing the operational processes at each major Government
Department/Institution to determine how they can benefit from an
infusion of appropriate technology;
Insisting that all projects likely to cost more than $5 million be subject to
a complete capital investment plan and analysis before commencement.

Family
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)



Introduce a sustained Family Intervention Programme as a strategy to
stabilize families, reduce homelessness and squatting, improve
outcomes for children, change lives and build safer homes and
communities.
Work with the social partners to implement paternity leave for
fathers.
Establish a programme in partnership with the private sector and civil
society that targets households in which no one is employed and
prioritises their access to new employment opportunities.



Poverty Eradication
 Restore the Poverty Eradication Fund of $10 million to be replenished
annually.
 Restore the Social Investment Fund.
 Establish a Poverty Eradication and Social Investment Commission
with qualified persons from Civil Society with a clear remit to oversee
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Implement a programme that facilitates access to house spots of
approximately 5,000 square feet at $15 per square foot.
Increase the threshold for assessing land tax from $190,000 to
$250,000.
Offer fiscal incentives to promote the development of building
societies to facilitate home ownership by the middle class.
Provide tax credits up to a limit of $500 to subsidize the cost of
membership of a registered physical fitness facility.
Remove fiscal imposts on medications for diabetics, hypertension and
other chronic non-communicable illnesses.
Remove taxes on aids and equipment for physically handicapped
persons.
Provide fiscal incentives to encourage private sector employers to
establish day care facilities (after school) in their work places.
Establish the legal framework for Reverse mortgages.
Increase child allowance to $2,000 per child and the number of

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
resources allocated under the Poverty and Social Investment Fund, in
a non-partisan way, to address poverty, marginalization and social
decay at all levels of society.
 Expand the Reverse Tax Credit as referenced elsewhere in the
Manifesto.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
children that can be claimed against taxable income to three.
 Introduce an allowance of $2,000 per year for dependent parents.
 Expand the highly successful initiative ‘Endless Possibilities’, to bring
benefit to even more Barbadian youth.
 Develop a Strategic Plan for this programme which will be used as a
key national strategy in combatting deviancy and socially
unacceptable behaviours.
 Continue its focus on HIV/AIDS Management. A National Strategic
Plan for 2014-2018 will be implemented. Efforts to intensify
behavioural change will be accelerated and we will expand
interventions and programmes through the Civil Society Organisation
(‘CSO’) Grant Programme.
 Accelerate its already aggressive and highly successful move towards
the development of a full-fledged Children’s Village at Nightengale,
Black Rock, St. Michael.
 Renovate and expand the Day Care Facilities at Haynesville, John
Beckles, Marion Hall and Sayers Court and extend additional nurseries
where possible.
 Construct an ultra-modern Day Care Facility at Fontabelle, St. Michael
to provide immediate relief particularly to single mothers who work
within the Bridgetown catchment area.
 Explore the provision of night care facilities as a solution to the
growing trend of parents who work at night and have no options for
the care and monitoring of their children.
 Implement a system to fast track child abuse and child protection
matters within the Police Department and the Court System.
 Introduce a “Structured Active Start” programme in the primary
schools with the intention of exposing our children with their varied
learning styles, capacities and capabilities to maximise their
opportunities for growth and development in sports, arts and culture.
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Introduce a National Youth Service Programme which will initiate
youth-led educational service projects in partnership with non-profit
agencies that strengthen communities, and teach the youth about the
importance of being active members of their communities through
service and volunteerism.
Introduce a National Youth Commission to ensure the full
participation of our youth in the formulation of national development
strategies and to provide a mechanism for incorporating their views,
interests and concerns within all national policies and initiatives.







Create
employment
opportunities
for
youth
through
entrepreneurship and other empowerment strategies;
Develop Youth Innovation Centres;
Establish a Youth Development Board;
Launch immediately a Youth in Agriculture programme to offer
commercial opportunities in livestock farming, food crop production
and horticulture;
Establishment of a voluntary National Youth Service Programme;
Provide greater access to youth to the services of the Barbados Youth
Service (BYS), through a staged decentralisation of the BYS,
commencing with a pilot project

Gender
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)









Conduct a further review of legislation to correct any remaining
gender imbalances so as to foster greater harmony among the sexes
and create a more equitable and just society.
Ensure that in the development of all policies and programmes
consideration is given to the differential impact on men and women
and that there are equal and/or equitable opportunities and benefits
for both sexes.
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Women’s Reproductive Health
Balancing Work and Home Life
ICT programmes aimed at Enhancement of Skills, Knowledge, Access
to and Use of Information Technology.
Creation of a Virtual Space to provide important information on
violence against women and a safe place for Victims and Survivors of
Violence to discuss experiences and seek help.
Provision of a Fund to assist female Victims of Domestic Violence who
have to leave their homes.
The fostering of equitable work and life balance for women and men.

Differently-abled and Persons with Special Needs
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
The Barbados Labour Party will pursue a two pronged strategy involving:
 The incorporation of children with a range of physical challenges into
regular schools by making such physical, technological, and
pedagogical adjustments as needed to allow them to function at their
fullest potential.
 Provision of support for special schools for those children who may
require a higher level of specialist care and instruction not available in
regular schools.
 Open access to economic development
 opportunities for persons with disabilities.
 Provide training and business counselors.
 Ensure easy access to finance for viable business activities.
 Ensure that the creative talents of the disabled are harnessed and
developed through music, poetry and all aspects of the performing
arts.
 Provide scholarships to persons with disabilities to attend Galludet
University to maximize their academic and professional potential.
 Provide tax relief on vehicles that have been specially designed for
the use solely by the physically challenged.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)




















Introduce rebates on school fees for children with special needs;
Remove import duties and VAT on Orthotics, assisted learning devices
and mobility devices for children with special needs;
Continue the Needs Assessment programme;
Continue the Ramp Construction programme;
Amend the Road Traffic Act, to make it a more serious offence for
persons to abuse the designated parking;
The change of the rules governing Social Security so that not only
blind and deaf persons receive the Non-contributory pension, but
other persons with disabilities who are currently barred from
receiving and often denied welfare;
Foster a programme of encouraging active volunteers to service the
needs of the differently able community;
Expand the range of recreational activities available to differently
able persons;
Increase the distribution of assistive devices to clients including
prostheses;
Continue the installation and distribution of fire alarms;
Continue and improve the Sign Language programme;
Increase the range of activities for Disability Sports and offer greater
levels of assistance to their organizations;
Expand the range of technology services that are available to blind
persons;
Continue the HIV/AIDS programme for persons with disabilities;
Continue to organize an annual exhibition day for the Differently
Able;
Train individuals to make better use of the print and electronic media;
Collaborate with institutions of learning to supervise differently abled
students;
Encourage and support on-going research pertaining to the
challenges confronting the differently able;
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Complete the relocation of the National Disabilities Unit to a location
accessible by the differently able;
Work for the final ratification of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Sports
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)



Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

We will establish an academy of sports and the arts to develop our 
sporting and artistic talent.
Introduce a regime where earning foreign exchange will attract the
same rate of taxes as International Business Companies in such areas 
as sports, culture, entertainment, among others – as we seek to build
an economy for our young people.
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Restructure the National Sports Council to deliver on the new
National Sports Strategy which will focus on a ‘Team Barbados’
concept;
Implement the National Sports Council’s Strategic Plan over a fiveyear period with its main thrust to transform sports into a fullfledged industry. This will include the hosting of major international
sporting events; and the development of Professional and Semiprofessional Sporting Leagues in association with the national bodies;
Enact the country’s first Sports Development Act to provide
incentives to the sports industry;
Establish a Sports Hall of Fame to honour our sporting greats;
Enter into a public-private partnership to establish a High
Performance Centre;
Introduce a rolling Olympics Plan in association with the Barbados
Olympic
Association and the relevant national associations;
Allocate resources to the Barbados Community College to deliver
education and training programmes for coaches at various levels,
including a Coach Certification Programme;
Increase the complement of technical staff to assist all Primary and
Secondary schools in a wide range of sporting activities;
Continue to put emphasis on Community Sports;
Construct more facilities for sports across Barbados to ensure greater
community access to avenues for sports activities;
Collaborate with the Division of Youth Affairs in the roll-out of

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
specialized sports programmes;
 Take our indigenous Road Tennis game to higher heights, including
the hosting of the first World Road Tennis Tournament to be held in
Barbados, and establishing entrepreneurial opportunities for the
manufacturing of sporting goods in this sport;
 Transform the National Stadium into a modern facility to compliment
the laying of the new track;
 Explore the development of a new sporting complex at a 43-acre
green site at Boarded Hall;
 Establish for the first time an annual International Sports Careers
Symposium/Showcase to expose our youth to the career
opportunities in sports;
 Focus specific attention on the development of local sporting
organisations through provision of management training and
assistance with the modernisation of Constitutions;
 The National Sports Council will also act as a clearing house to
facilitate the flow of information and collaboration among sporting
organisations;
 The National Sports Council will strengthen its IT capabilities to
appropriately manage this process;
 Through the National Sports Council, focus more attention on
increased participation in sports for all Barbadians;
 The National Sports Council will promote the Seniors/Masters
concept through the introduction of a Seniors Sporting Extravaganza,
modelled on the National Senior Games but targeting team sports;
 Place greater emphasis on disability sports e.g. Paralympics, Blind
Sports and other events for disabled persons;
 In addition, the National Sports Council will embark on a programme
of systematic upgrades to ensure that its facilities cater to disabled
persons;
 Introduce a structured talent identification programme at the school
and community level;
 Facilitate greater use of research and planning for the development
of sports in all educational institutions;
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Increase financial and administrative support for Disability Sport as
well as Senior Sports;
Encourage closer collaboration with the International Sports
Federations (ISF) such as Sport England, USOC, Singapore Sports
Council etc. to solicit network support in various areas such as cycling;
Provide for regular audit of sports facilities in schools, and provide for
their servicing;
Facilitate the introduction of workshops and seminars on a range of
various sport-related topics on an annual basis.

Community Empowerment, Development, and Governance
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)





Transfer management of community facilities to community entities
on a phased basis.
 Fund innovative community driven projects that seek to empower
individuals and families through credible CBOs and NGOs.
 Encourage the formation of new CBOs/NGOs
 Rationalize the arms of government which deal with CBO/NGO
matters into a single entity to oversee their legal status and to
establish protocols for accountability and transparency.
 Support a 'Block by Block' initiative where employment and business
training and support will be available to our young men on every
'Block' in Barbados, ensuring that all have a chance to earn a decent
living.
 Establish community based conflict mediation centres to be run by
skilled volunteers but financed by public private sector partnerships
on a matching funds basis.
 Partner with churches and other such entities already involved in
providing family counseling services.
Citizen Participation
 Facilitate the formation and functioning of effective Citizens' Panels
to give fuller meaning to the practice of Democracy and to enhance
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Support the deepening of Good Governance through the
Constituency Councils;
Support the development of Councils into established advocacy
groups;
Strengthen the institutions of the Councils to support their
development of database concerning community needs;
Provide the Constituency Councils with more resources to execute
their various programmes;
Support the Councils’ efforts to build a cadre of volunteers;
Facilitate Constituency Councils to meet the educational,
employment, recreational and related needs of communities.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
accountability in public service delivery.
 Recapitalise the Social Enterprise and Innovation Fund.
 Establish an Innovation and Resource Mobilisation Team.
 Work with our social partners to facilitate a percentage return from
profits from the private sector to targeted community development
in the context of a tax regime.
Community Technology Programme
 Bridge the 'Digital Divide' that still exists through an enhanced and
expanded Community Technology Programme to ensure that
Barbadians of all walks of life have access to computers and the
internet.
 Explore all the opportunities presented by Information and
Communications Technology to create opportunities in
entrepreneurship, employment and continuing education for at-risk
YOUTH and vulnerable persons within communities.
 Expand and reorient the Community Technology Programme to make
it a more income-generating initiative by broadening the subject
content offered.
The Homeless
 Continue to provide transitional accommodation, counseling and
social assistance to persons displaced by fire, flood or any other kind
of disaster.
 Enter lease arrangements with owners of unused lots for the purpose
of providing housing solutions to very low income earners.
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Infrastructure, Urban, and Rural Development
Housing and Land
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)














Support the approval of the subdivision of those lands to meet the
housing needs of the nation.
Streamline the processes of the Town Planning Department and the
Land Registry to reduce the time it takes to develop and convey land.
This will include the use of special development orders to fast track
residential developments.
Introduce the Aided-Self Help Housing Programme where, in the
finest Barbadian tradition of incremental building, future
homeowners can through their efforts and those of their community,
complete and expand their houses as time and resources allow.
Encourage the construction of multi-storey homes which for the same
living space will occupy a smaller footprint on the land. This will result
in the ability to construct more houses per acre and in a reduction in
the cost of each house spot, thus improving affordability.
Fully utilise the Housing Incentives Act introduced by the BLP in 2007,
to provide fiscal incentives to encourage private developers to
construct affordable housing.
Also re-introduce the policy of the BLP, as reflected in the 2007
amendments to the Town Planning Act, which provides that housing
developments by private developers of 40 or more units or lots will
be required to dedicate 25% of the lots or the equivalent financing for
affordable housing.

Rental Programmes
 Implement the programme which now exists for the transfer of NHC
units to qualified tenants free of cost. We will however reduce the
qualifying period from 20 to 15 years to allow tenants who were
tenants of the NHC for 15 years to be entitled to own their units.
 Build units for rent with the option to own in several housing
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Continue to focus on reducing the backlog of housing solutions for
low and low-to- middle income wage earners;
Reduce the cost of home ownership by increasing the threshold for
assessing land tax from $190,000 to $250,000;
Partner with the private sector to construct houses for middle income
families and individuals, replicating Emerald Park East and West at Six
Roads, St. Philip; Paradise Heights and Oxnards housing
developments located in St. James;
Continue to maximize land use through the construction of additional
high rise apartment buildings;
Continue to promote the construction of starter homes;

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
developments. These will cover the entire range of scale, from high
rise complexes to small duplex units as in-fill in existing communities.
 Provide for the needs of the physically challenged by following best
practice related to fully accessible housing.
 Make provision for the care of children and the elderly in new rental
residential developments.
 Re-capitalise the General Workers Loan Fund at the NHC to provide
hassle-free affordable financing for repairs and maintenance of their
homes.
 Make the National Building Code mandatory.
Renewable Energy in the Housing Sector
 Increase the level of the income tax deduction available as a home
allowance and extend its applicability to include photovoltaic, wind
and other renewable energy sources.
National Housing Corporation
 Carry out proper and timely maintenance of its rental units and
estates.
 Undertake more of its own direct construction activities.
 Speedily and fairly administer the allocation of land and houses
whether for rent or for sale.
 Support the formation of Tenants Associations in all NHC housing
communities to be the voice of the tenants.
 Housing and Neighbourhood Upgrade Programme
 systematically remove the constraints which have hindered access to
the funds by the intended recipients.
Urban Tenantries
 re-energize the program for the sale of land in urban tenantries to the
tenants at the subsidized price of $2.50 per sq. ft.
Vacant /Derelict Urban Lots
 formalise arrangements with the land owners on possibilities for joint
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development and sale of these properties to the benefit of the land
owner while meeting the housing needs of hundreds of Barbadians.
Catastrophe Fund
 Amend the law to ensure that the catastrophe fund, which was
established by the BLP in 2007 to provide funding, was available to
assist lower income persons with house damage after a natural
disaster, is restored to its original intent. We will ensure that the
victims of Hurricane Tomas are fairly treated and all outstanding
claims satisfactorily resolved.
Community Spirit
 Ensure that all housing developments contain facilities for community
interactions, including sports, meetings, and social activities.
 Reinvigorate the Community Development Department which will
spearhead targeted programmes and interventions to help to build a
sense of community.

Urban and Rural Development
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)








Modernise and restructure the Community Development Department
and the Urban and Rural Development Commissions and establish an
oversight mechanism that allows them to have a holistic working
relationship.
Commit to the contracting out of services to community
organizations while ensuring that such services are delivered
efficiently and in accordance with established legislation and policy.
Without losing sight of their role in building physical facilities in
communities, to move these agencies also in the direction of creating
enterprises at the level of the community thereby stimulating
economic activity.
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Facilitating the renewal of Bridgetown by partnering with UWI to fast
track the establishment of a city campus focused on self-financing
programmes;
Facilitating the renewal of Bridgetown by granting the currently
vacant NIS building in Bridgetown to UWI for the construction of a
new student dormitory;
Attacking pockets of poverty in a systematic way focusing on entire
districts rather than individual units;
Providing incentives for landowners, house owners and enterprising
individuals to contribute to urban development particularly utilizing
partnership ventures;
Providing technical and financial support to small business

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
development efforts in the urban corridor;
 Completing connections to the Bridgetown and South Coast sewage
systems of households by districts;
 Working with the Commission for Pan African Affairs to build
awareness of urban heritage through the development of craft,
dance, sports and music festivals within the urban area;
 Developing in conjunction with the Department of Youth special
windows for young men and women to explore new ventures and to
display new creations and products;
 Working with Rural Development Commission, National Housing
Corporation and the Town and Country Planning Department to
assess and define land potential and utilization in the urban and rural
areas.

Road Infrastructure and Public Transport
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Road Infrastructure
 Restore its programme to provide all major communities in Barbados
with paved roads as soon as practicable;
 Rescue the flyover project from the grip of reckless partisanship and
bring sensible relief to the grid-locked citizens of Barbados by
constructing flyovers at strategic points on the ABC Highway through
the mechanism of Public-Private sector partnerships.
 Open up a new express highway linking Hothersal turning roundabout
to the harmony hall globe roundabout.
 Provide sidewalks to accommodate all physically challenged
individuals especially within the city centres.
 Fully upgrade and repave Highway 1 from Speightown to the UWI
junction.
 Provide roundabouts at the Combermere/ Waterford junction;
Combermere Stadium junction; Sweet Bottom junction; Dash Valley
Junction, Windsor and Newton on the ABC Highway.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
Road Infrastructure
 Expand the road from St. Lucy Parish Church through St. Thomas to
the Grantley Adams Airport to four lanes and expand the Ronald
Mapp Highway to four lanes from Redman’s Village to Mile and a
Quarter in St. Peter;
 Repair and rebuild those important bridges that form an integral part
of our National Park lands in St. Andrew, St. Joseph, St. Thomas and
St. John and execute major capital works comprising the replacement
of bridges in the parish of St. Andrew at Trio Path; St. Saviours; St.
Simons; Thompson Bridge; as well as the construction and
rehabilitation of road infrastructure in the Scotland District, including
at least three major arteries that should remain open;
 Complete road rebuilding/repairs in the areas of St. Lawrence, Christ
Church, St. Andrew, and all other outstanding areas and construct
 Holders Hill link road to facilitate implementation of the West Coast
Sewerage Project;
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Undertake a major road widening & upgrade programme that
includes the following areas:
o Andrews Factory to Combermere School via Market Hill and
Hothersal Turning (Highway 3).
o St. Thomas Parish Church to Holetown, St. James.
o Highway 5 from Six Roads to Bussa.
o Widening the ABC Highway to 4 lanes from the Graeme Hall
roundabout to the Grantley Adams Airport (ABC Highway).
o Pursue a comprehensive road development and rehabilitation
programme as part of the remit of the Scotland district
authority.

Public Transport
 Continue to provide a subsidy to the Transport Board, which will be
capped to efficiently manage the cost to the public.
 Implement measures to reduce costs which will include using solar
energy, natural gas and other energy saving options.
 Provide at least 30 new buses per year through a lease arrangement
with the private sector.
 Require the Transport Authority to fulfill and execute its mandate of
regulating and organizing the public transport sector to ensure
greater efficiency and reliability.
 Significantly refurbish and modernise the Speightstown, River,
Fairchild Street and Lower Green Bus Terminals.
 Amend the current legislation to permit the sale of diesel by the
Transport Board.
Government Electrical Engineering Department
 Radically transform the Government Electrical Engineering
Department to enable it to respond in a more timely manner to the
growing needs of householders and businesses without
compromising its important health and safety responsibilities.
Road Taxes
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Improve amenities for pedestrians and the differently able in
Bridgetown, Oistins, Speightstown and Holetown, as well as school
frontages and other places of interest in collaboration with the
Ministry of Tourism;
Establish official vending locations along the ABC Highway;
Construct roundabouts at St. David’s (Christ Church); Groves (St.
George); Windsor (St. Philip); Turnpike (St. George) and develop the
round-about at the entrance to Sayers Court;

Public Transport
 Reduce the operating costs of the Transport Board by sourcing
electric and hybrid buses, which can be powered from renewable
energy sources;
 Establish two new terminals at the Fairchild Street and the Seaview
Terminal at Cheapside, Bridgetown;
 Investigate the effectiveness of ‘park and ride’ facilities near the
junctions of the ABC and Highways 1 to 7, to reduce the need to
travel to Bridgetown by private passenger vehicles;
 Implement monitoring technology for the speedy detection of
motorists who violate traffic laws through the use of public roads
without insurance of vehicles or payment of road taxes;
 Establish an effective inspection system on all public roads in order to
ensure that malfunctioning vehicles are removed from access to the
public roads;
 Enact legislation to manage noise levels emanating from private
vehicles whether through music, defective mechanical systems, or
specially designed mufflers to raise noise levels.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)




Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Immediately reduce the DLP's draconian road taxes on vehicles to the
2007 levels.
Immediately reduce the duty free replacement period from 5 years to
4 years for new taxis to assist owners in maintaining a more efficient
rolling stock.
Immediately make the necessary provisions to enable an individual
who sells a vehicle before the expiry of his annual road tax to receive
a refund for the unused portion of that tax.

Telecommunications, Information, and Broadcasting
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)







Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Urgently and immediately issue additional television licences to 
ensure that our citizens are given choice with respect to their access
to news, information and entertainment on free to air television.

Establish a Public Service Broadcast Channel to provide access for
programming focused on reinforcing our sovereignty and national
and regional identity and development.
Establish a local Programming Fund to support the development of
local programmes for radio, television, film and new media.
Reform the Broadcast Commission to allow for greater transparency.
Legislate to allow for co-location for the purposes of transmission
sites, rather than this being left to the discretion of the existing
owners of sites as is presently the case.
Address urgently the need for a framework to govern the relationship
between traditional broadcasters and telecommunications providers
engaged in Cable broadcasting and new media.

Complete on-going work pertaining to the revision of the
Telecommunications Act;
Continue to work with all our telecommunications companies to
examine the mechanics of setting up a local IXP in a further effort to
improve our telecommunications systems. By establishing a local IXP,
Internet Service Providers (or ISPs) will be able to interconnect
directly, locally, at no cost, rather than by purchasing transit services
from other ISPs who carry the traffic from more distant IXPs on their
behalf;
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Governance, Safety, Security, and External Relations
Governance
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)














Democratic Labour Party (DLP)

Present an Annual Prime Ministerial Statement to a Joint Sitting of 
Parliament wherein the Government's main policies and its legislative
agenda are laid out for both Houses and for the Community as part of 
the exercise to strengthen governance.

Afford ordinary Barbadians greater influence on the Parliamentary
Process through the establishment of Standing Committees of
Parliament taking oral and written evidence on key national issues.
Consult fully with the Social Partners, the Electoral and Boundaries
Commission and the Public on legislation to regulate the funding of
political parties and campaign finance.
Reform the Estimates of revenue and expenditure, and the entire
Budgetary process to facilitate greater scrutiny of Government's
proposed Budgets and accountability for the details of proposed
revenue and expenditure.
Prioritise the reform of systems, rules and procedures to enhance and
modernise service delivery across those Government departments on
which the public and the business community most heavily depend.
Reconceptualise our statutory corporations and the economic and
societal interests which they secure and ensure that there is a greater
level of participation by partners in the private sector and civil
society.
Include representatives of civil society in the composition of the
Social Partnership.
Enact Freedom of Information legislation thereby increasing
transparency and the ability to hold the Government to account.
Strengthen the human rights entitlements of our citizens and the
entrenchment of those rights in the Constitution, modernising them
both in wording and content.
Rebalance power between Parliament and the Executive to enable
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Establish an Integrity Commission to facilitate the implementation of
the Act;
Pass a Freedom of Information Act;
Reform the Management of Public Expenditure by:
o Developing performance standards for various units and
departments of central government and statutory
corporations;
o Resourcing and Mandating the Auditor General’s Office to
conduct at least one performance audit each year;
o Working with the Trade Unions to develop incentive pay
schemes based on these performance targets;
o Undertaking a public education exercise to raise appreciation
of the importance of the Public Accounts Committee’s (PAC)
role among PAC members, parliamentarians, the press and
the public in general;
o Widening PAC membership to include members from outside
of Parliament so as to change the image of an “opposition
institution” and allow it to benefit from the presence of
experts in Accounting, Banking, Finance and Law.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
Parliament better to hold the Executive accountable.
 Strengthen the Standing Orders of Parliament to ensure timely,
responsible and effective transaction of the people's business.
 Issue additional broadcast licenses to facilitate an open environment
for the flow of information.
 Engage in a programme of community empowerment to allow
communities to assist in better managing community centres and
sporting facilities.
 Reform the system of Government procurement of goods and
services to provide greater access to and participation by larger
numbers of Barbadians.
 Involve young people in a wide spectrum
 Constitute a new Development Council, drawing upon expertise in
the public and private sectors, the labour movement and civil society,
under the leadership of the Prime Minister's Office.
 Articulation of a national Business Facilitation Programme under
which new benchmarks of efficiency will have to be attained in
carrying out essential processes that effect investment and
production. A special new unit in the Prime Minister's Office will be
set up to oversee the implementation of such a programme to ensure
that all Government Ministries and Agencies fully comply with their
obligations.

Safety and Security
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Strengthening Law Enforcement
 Improve salaries of police constables at the entry-level including the
payment of competency based increments for Constables and
Sargeants.
 Introduce a hazard allowance on a graduated scale which will reflect
the level of risks to which members of the Force are exposed.
 Give the members of the Force the option to take early retirement at

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
Defence Force
 Improve the career prospects, the training opportunities, and the
counselling and welfare services available to all BDF ranks and
increase the staff complement, capability and resources of the Force
to enable it to better deliver its missions;
 Enhance the Force’s capacity for gathering intelligence and security
information and Improve the tactical capacity of the special forces;
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age 55 or at age 60 or upon completion of 26 years of service.
 Provide adequate resources for the continual upgrading of the skills
and competencies of members of the Force
 Intensify the focus on training and retraining at the technical and
managerial levels of the force. Particular attention will be paid to
further enhancement of the problem-solving and intelligence-led
approaches to policing currently being used.
 Construct new stations at Hastings, in Christ Church, Six Roads St.
Philip, Belleplaine, St. Andrew, Cane Garden, St. Thomas and Black
Rock, St. Michael.
 Construct an ultra-modern Headquarters at Central Police Station.
 Provide adequate resources to allow the intensification of community
policing and the empowerment of communities, including the
strengthening of the Neighbourhood Watch groups.
 Use more technology to allow all police officers to better protect
themselves and the community.
 Revamp the Complaints Authority and the Office of Professional
Responsibility of the RBPF to support ethical policing.

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)






Maintain the Coast Guard as an integral component of the BDF,
dedicated among other things to the enforcement of the law and
regulations pertaining to fisheries, territorial waters and the
economic zone, drug interdiction, safety at sea, quarantine and
prevention of breaches of revenue and customs legislation;
Enhance capacity through the phased replacement of aging
equipment; and through the provision of additional electronic
communications and equipment;
Strengthen capacity in the areas of construction and maintenance of
facilities, equipment and vehicles;
Strengthen its sports department for the delivery of its National
Sports Development Programme.

Police Force
 Continue to upgrade the technical capacity of the Force through
training;
 Upgrade and expand the range of management training;
 Replace outdated equipment;
 Continue the refurbishment of police stations;
Expanding Access to Justice
 Refurbish the Central Police headquarters building;
 Intensify the integration of the Justice System so that law  Expand the range of community policing;
enforcement, the Courts and the Penal Institutions are fully  Upgrade the status of the Regional Police Training Centre to a College
functionally connected, inter alia, through greater sharing of
with consequential upgrading of curricula.
information.
 Establish a Commercial Law Reform Commission.
Regional Security
 Establish a dedicated Commercial Court and a dedicated Criminal  Work with our neighbours to strengthen cooperation in security
Court.
through the Regional Security System.
 Improve the administration of justice by ensuring that the Supreme
Court and its Registry are adequately staffed at all levels including
expanding the size of the Judiciary.
 Establish a Drug Court to deal primarily with first time substance
abusers who are capable of being rehabilitated through a supervised
drug treatment programme.
 Implement a ticketing system to deal with traffic offences which can
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be disposed of through the payment of fines.
 Establish a small claims court, a less formal court, where individuals
can go to deal with claims up to a value of $5,000.
 Construct new Magistrates' courts at Belleplaine, St. Andrew, Cane
Garden, St. Thomas, and Coleridge Street, Bridgetown.
 Modernise the maintenance laws to provide new arrangements for
maintenance actions and payments, including the attachment of
salaries, thereby rescuing mothers from enduring demeaning
conditions in order to collect maintenance payments due under court
orders.
Early Intervention and Crime Prevention
 Establish teams of youth leaders alongside vetted ex-offenders to
reach out to dis-affected youth and at-risk youth.
 Increase the access to and use of many community and other civic
centres by our youth by establishing creative and challenging
programs that will capture their imagination.
 Establish youth facilities to reach "at risk" youth as well as teaching
young people to be responsible citizens.
Juvenile Justice
 Enact a new Young Offenders Act providing a range of custodial and
non-custocustodial sentences which will emphasise the concept of
restorative justice, allowing the victim, the offender and the affected
community to take an active part in repairing the harm done.
 Construct a new Young Offenders Institution.
 Establish a Crisis Intervention Centre which will offer a range of
treatment and training interventions designed to address the
underlying problems of its clients.
 Provide a wider range of support services for families of affected
youth as well as the youth themselves.
Barbados Prison Service
 Intensify training and

skills

development

programmes

and
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opportunities for the members of the Barbados Prison Service;
 Develop and implement well-structured rehabilitation, educational
and skills training programmes for inmates.
 Upgrade the range of counselling services offered.
 Reconstitute the After Care Committee given the vital role that it will
play in supporting inmates' transition and reintegration into society.
An offender who is not successfully reintegrated into our society will
likely commit criminal acts again and create more victims.
 Work with the private sector to develop and implement pilot
programmes aimed at providing gainful employment for former
inmates.
Barbados Fire Service
 Construct a new station at Six Roads, St. Philip to meet the needs of
South Eastern Barbados.
 Give Officers the option of taking early retirement at age 55 or retire
at age 60 or upon completion of 26 years of service.
 Continue to upgrade the skills and competencies of members of the
Barbados Fire Service through training and development
opportunities.
Barbados Postal Service
 Construct new Post Offices at Belleplaine, St. Andrew and Six Roads,
St. Philip.
 Relocate the Post Office from Bentham's, St. Lucy to Nesfield as part
of the proposed new town centre.
 Intensify action on the conversion of the Postal Service into a
corporate entity.
Emergency Management Services
 Conduct continuous national vulnerability assessment which will
inform the designation of specially vulnerable areas, buildings and
communities.
 Develop national mitigation strategies that will allow the effective
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and appropriate use of the Catastrophe Fund.
 Provide training opportunities for the volunteers and much needed
equipment and supplies for the District Emergency Organisations,
community based organisations.
 Develop a programme of temporary accommodation for persons
displaced by disaster.
The Barbados Defence Force
 Continue the modernisation of the BDF.

Regional and International Relations
Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Regional Integration
 Restore leadership to the Caribbean Single Market and Economy so as
to aggressively pursue all available commercial opportunities within
the CSME for Barbadian entrepreneurs, service providers and skilled
nationals.
 Support the initiative to deepen and enhance regional security cooperation beyond the Regional Security System as a vital pillar of the
regional integration effort.
 Resuscitate and renew the programme to promote enhanced
functional co-operation and the provision of common services as an
important aspect of regional integration among the members and
associate members of the Caribbean Community to bring the benefits
of integration to all of our citizens.
 Continue our advocacy and leadership of the initiatives which
Barbados pioneered in respect of a CARICOM Common Fisheries
Regime and the recognition by the international Community of the
Caribbean Sea as a Special Area in the context of Sustainable
Development.
 Continue to pursue the stalled negotiations for bilateral fisheries

Democratic Labour Party (DLP)









Capitalise on our successful completion of the delimitation of
Barbados’ Extended Continental Shelf, and commence negotiations
with our neighbours to delimit our maritime boundaries.
Expand the Focal Point in the Prime Minister’s Office and create a
structured linking mechanism with the CARICOM Unit in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, along with the role of Ambassador to CARICOM, to
promote the regional integration effort.
Promote the concept of the Blue Economy within the CARICOM by
advancing the cause of the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism.
Complete arrangements with the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in
bilateral arrangements relative to Fishing, access to natural gas and a
ferry transport service.
Continue to cooperate with the Suriname Initiative and the ‘Jagdeo
Initiative’ to encourage Barbadian entrepreneurs to explore
possibilities to participate in such Caribbean enterprises.
Support the initiative of our local manufacturers to find trading
opportunities with our CARICOM partners.
Continue to take a leading role in CARICOM with special emphasis on
the Single Market, including the freedom of movement of Labour and
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agreements with Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana.
 Re-energise the negotiation and implementation of a new and
improved hemispheric trade and economic arrangement in which
Barbados' goods and services have relatively free access to all
markets in the hemisphere.
 Actively participate in the design and implementation of new and
enhanced trade and economic partnerships between CARICOM and
the USA and CARICOM and Canada to replace the CBI and CARIBCAN
arrangements respectively.
Equip Barbados to Secure its Future in the Global Economy
 Pursue a regional approach to bilateral arrangements with other nonCARICOM Countries and extra-regional entities.
 Ensure active and beneficial participation in a fully functioning
Regional Economic Partnership Agreement (REPA) with the European
Union in which Barbados' goods and services enjoy duty free
treatment in the EU market.
 Continue the integration of Barbados into the emerging global
economy on terms of trade that provide special and differential
treatment and adequate transitional arrangements for the small
economies of the Caribbean.
 Partner with the UWI (Cave Hill) to provide institutional strengthening
and human resource development in international trade policy.
 Establishment a Trade Investigations and Compliance Unit and enact
anti-dumping, subsidies, countervailing and safeguards legislation.
Foreign Relations
 Continue to reposition Barbados globally, through the expansion of
our diplomatic coverage and by rationalizing our relationship with the
European Union and maximize our opportunities.
 Give priority to the early opening of a full consulate in Georgetown
Guyana to service our growing bilateral commercial and consular
interests.
 Enhance the international competitiveness of Barbados' goods and
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Capital, Harmonized Laws and Fiscal Policy, Competition Policy,
Procurement Policy, Harmonized Procedures for establishing business
opportunities.
 Continued the deepening of relations with the Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS).
 Promote CARIFESTA as a platform for the expansion of the creative
and cultural industries and for fostering creative and cultural
entrepreneurs.
 Work to create the concept of the CARIBBEAN as a Single Space for
visitors and the concept of the CARIBBEAN Civilisation as a unique
heritage destination and experience for Caribbean people and others.

Barbados Labour Party (BLP)
Democratic Labour Party (DLP)
services through an expanded and well-structured capacity for the
setting, observance and management of Standards, and of Sanitary
and Phytosanitary (SPS) rules.
Promote the political economic and cultural interests of Barbados in
other countries and in international organisations
 Create a strategic alliance within the United Nations, the
International Financial Institutions and the Development Agencies
for Millennium Developed Goals and Middle Income Developing
Countries
 Maintain strong leadership in international negotiations to
influence policies supportive of the Caribbean's vital interests on
issues of fundamental importance such at the response to climate
change and global warming, and the HIV/ AIDS pandemic.
Promote and protect the interests of Barbadians abroad
 Formalise channels to engage the Barbadian diaspora and to
encourage their active participation in the Barbados' development
efforts through investment, the transfer of skills and through
advocacy in their countries of residence for policies favourable to
Caribbean interests
 Further expand the network of Honorary Consuls in the Caribbean,
Latin America, Asia and Africa.
Promote Barbados as a Centre for Business and Diplomacy
 Rationalise and update the regime of privileges and immunities
governing the operation of regional and international agencies in
Barbados; ensuring that Barbados remains the preferred choice for
the regional Headquarters of such Agencies;
 Establish in partnership with a recognised academic institution, a
residential centre for research, dialogue and advocacy on the issues
of security, economic development and governance of small states,
utilising Barbados' internationally recognised attributes.
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Restructure, modernise and strengthen the Barbados Foreign Service
 Revise the 1972 External Service Orders to reflect the realities of a
modern Foreign Service and to harmonize its provisions with the New
Public Service Act
 Complete the implementation of the recommendations of the
Inspection Team on the Conditions of Service of diplomatic and local
staff overseas
 Through an alliance with UWI (Cave Hill) establish a Foreign Service
Institute or Diplomatic Training Academy for the orientation and
training of our Foreign Service personnel at all levels, and for the
training of the wider public service in those aspects of bilateral and
multilateral diplomacy relevant to their portfolios.
 Complete the stalled project to construct a new Headquarters
building for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade.
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