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Housing

The Goal – Come Home To Your Own Home

T

he right to shelter is a basic human right. As we speak in Tobago there are 7000 Tobagonians waiting on
homes because in 16 years the PNM has built only 350 homes.

The TOBAGO FORWARDS Housing Blueprint using the PPP model will build over 800 homes
in the first term with :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

250 houses in Adelphi Estate, Mason Hall - [to be delivered in year 1] blueprint available;
50 house extension to the Roxborough Housing Estate [to be delivered in year 1] blueprint available;
145 houses in a new housing development to be constructed along James Street Goodwood;
55 house extension to the Canaan Bon Accord Housing Estate northward into the La Toure Estate;
175 houses in a new housing development to be constructed in Bethel utilizing lands from the Weeks Estate
from the Chin Lee Estate;
50 house extension to the Speyside Housing Estate going Northward;
80 houses in Castara & Palatuvier;
30 house extension to Sou Sou Lands Estate utilizing 7 acres overlooking the quarry.

This housing initiative will create over 3000 jobs in the near term , in the skilled and semi skilled sectors. It will
be the driver of the local economies in all the communities in which it is rolled out and will be the new engine of
Tobago’s development. Construction of Adelphi and Roxborough to commenced in the first 3 months of the term!

| LAND MANAGEMENT
The Goal – Proper Stewardship Of Our Heritage
Our land is our heritage and our route to our own independence and wealth. While lands have been acquired
by the PNM these lands have not been adequately managed or distributed. The TOBAGO FORWARDS Land
Management blueprint will change the landscape of land use and tenure in Tobago by:
a) Regularizing all State allocated agricultural lots within 90 days. This includes the distribution of agricultural
leases to bona fide farmers for at least a 10 year term in Goldsborough
/Richmond, Louis D’or Land Settlement and in
other farming communities.
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b) Regularizing all State allocated residential lots within 90 days . This includes the distribution of title deeds to
existing residents of Bon Accord, Blenheim, Speyside, and Charlotteville.
c) Implementing all village expansion projects with 50% of the allocated housing mandated for villagers and 10%
of the allocation going to persons who are currently below the poverty line.
d) Rolling out our Public Cemetery expansion and relocation program. The TOBAGO FORWARDS will deliver
new cemeteries and upgrade existing cemetery allotments to provide basic infrastructure including
washroom facilities, access lanes, perimeter fencing and markers in all cemeteries.
e) Establishing a Land Title Assistance Division under the Division of Settlements to engage Private sector
expertise to urgently address and solve the long standing issue of the absence of titles for Tobago Lands
Title to land will allow Tobagonians to access over 100M in credit for personal development, home upgrade
medical and educational expenses.

| East Tobago Revitalisation
The Goal – Restoration of the Town of Roxborough
It is time for Roxborough and by extension East Tobago to be revitalized and restored to a place of pride and
dignity.
The TOBAGO FORWARDS Blueprint will see a TOBAGO FORWARDS House of Assembly co-operate with
Central Government to bring on stream:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Roxborough Health Center / Expanded Hospital
The Roxborough Police Station
The Roxborough administrative complex
Roxborough road revitalization
The Roxborough Fishing Depot
The Roxborough Fire Station
The Roxborough Army Camp

These projects have long been ear marked for commencement and the Tobago Forwards THA will work to ensure
that they are delivered in the first term .
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TOURISM

The Goal – Sustainable Growth and Development

T

he tourism industry in Tobago is in a dire state where countless hotels and guesthouses
are encumbered with high levels of debt to lending institutions and utility companies.
Hotels are facing foreclosure and land based visitor arrivals are down by 74% from 2005.
Immediate and radical actions have to be taken to stabilize the industry

To this end the TOBAGO FORWARDS Tourism Blueprint will:
1. Increase the Tobago room stock with the addition of high quality, hotels and boutique hotels and
to upgrade the quality of existing resorts and self-catering facilities, thereby upgrading Tobago as
a tourism destination by:
•
•
•
•

Identifying suitable clustered sites for new hotel development particularly in West Tobago
Improving the Training of both hotel and other tourism-related personnel to keep pace with the new and
better quality hotels and restaurants.
Implementing an annual Industry licensing regime to safeguard and regulate tourism in the private sector.
Supporting private sector participants to access grants and loans.

2. Attract new airlift directly into A.N.R. Robinson International Airport out of the UK, Europe, North America
and South America by :
•

Partnering with airlines and tour operators to initiate services out of selected markets
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Starting the air-bridge flights out of Tobago (first Flight) from 5.30 am every morning to allow enough time to
connect with the current air-lift coming in from the USA and Canada and other source markets.
Developing an air-bridge between Barbados and Tobago to capitalize on the airlift available in Barbados.
Develop a cruise ship port facility in Courland/Plymouth as an alternative to Scarborough [blueprint available]
Construct a breakwater at Buccoo village for the Reef boats.
Expand and renovate the A.N.R Robinson International Airport to cater for the present international and
domestic service, plus future estimated needs, including facilities to park private jets

3. To take advantage of all the island’s natural assets and existing attractions while ensuring their long-term
protection by :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Presenting Tobago as a first class golf destination with the rehabilitation of the Mount Irvine Golf Course to
its original international standard
Presenting and promoting Tobago as a Caribbean dive destination that can compete with Bonaire, Cayman,
Cozumel and/or the Bahamas, through all marketing avenues, tradeshows, online and various media outlets.
Expanding the brand of Tobago as a Heritage island by firstly retrieving and promoting the Battle of 1677
wrecks in the Scarborough harbor.
Developing and promoting an internationally respected game fishing tournament that will put Tobago on a
competitive footing with the Bahamas, Jamaica, the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico.
Developing and promoting the magnificent rain forest in the heart of the island by guided walking tours and
by Pony-trekking tours outside the Forest Reserve in semi-agricultural areas.
Making Tobago a Duty Free island with Safe nightlife options to cater for younger visitors.
Executing the re-development and beautification of the capital Scarborough blueprint available.

4. Market Tobago as a unique, stand-alone destination, with its own brand and market identity by :
• Developing a new Tobago Tourism logo, a new Tobago Private Sector web site and a GoTobago app.
• Developing Tobago’s own diary or calendar of activities, festivals and events based on markets or niches to be
targeted as well as the unique opportunities the island’s culture offers. This calendar will be published well
in advance, regularly updated as necessary, and coordinated with that of Trinidad so that major events do not
clash and put strain on transport or accommodation.
1. To provide sea and air bridge sustainability and reliability by :
a). Purchasing a new vessel to add to the sea bridge operation
b). constructing a new Scarborough Port including a jetty, suitable dock, covered pedestrian / customer
walkway, and enlarged port using the Private Public Partnership model.
c). Using the advance passenger system to fast-track visitor arrivals at both airports.
2. To develop a detailed resource, energy and waste management plan to deliver on the promise that Tobago will
become the first island in the Caribbean to enjoy a zero carbon footprint by •
•
•
•
•
•

Establishing incentives for Cove Eco-Industrial Park to encourage the development of eco manufacturing
and/or assembly, such as solar panels and any green technology.
Incentives for all re-cycling operations possible (ie glass, plastics, paper, toxic materials, oils, appliances etc)
to make them viable given the small scale of the local market and catchment area.
Targeting that 25% hot water is to be generated from solar sources by 2020.
Targeting that all government buildings will achieve LEEDS certification green credentials by 2020, and
adopting the Architectural 2030 challenge.
Progress the island-wide sewerage system to be completed by 2025 with all grey water being recycled for
agricultural use, or for use in the maintenance of hotel landscaping.
Targeting that all garbage will be separately sorted, collected, disposed of and recycled wherever possible by
2020 as done in all developed countries currently.

The Goal – Stronger, faster and better equipped
6
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Sports

In this new dawn for sport, a Tobago Forwards House of Assembly will ensure Tobagonians have
access to opportunities to achieve their potential in sport both professionally and personally.
The Tobago Forwards Sport Blueprint
will :-

1.
•
•

•

Provide modern and updated sporting
and recreational facilities on the island
with:
Continued maintenance, equipping
and accessibility of All Community and
Village Recreation Grounds.
Construction or renovation of all
facilities so as to provide easy access
for the physically challenged as well as
the elderly and to be multi disciplinary .
The construction of Special play
areas for children in housing estates
and on village recreation grounds
lights toilets, showers and change areas
for athletes and toilet facilities for members of the public at all Community and Village Recreation Grounds.

A minimum standard will be set for the establishment of recreation grounds incorporating the following:
(i) A field that is flat, properly grassed, well drained and enclosed.
(ii) Change rooms and toilet facilities for players and officials and a bleacher type pavilion for spectators.
With this in mind the following grounds will be prioritized for attention within the first year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shaw Park - General overhaul, upgrade and repositioning of the bleachers and maintenance of hard courts
Plymouth Grounds - Repair and rewiring of the lights
Mt Pleasant Grounds - Drainage
Goodwood Grounds - Upgrade of the pavilion
Bloody Bay/ Parlatuvier Ground --General overhaul and upgrade
Richmond Grounds - General overhaul and upgrade
Belle Garden Grounds -General overhaul and upgrade
Louis D’Or Grounds – General overhaul
Dwight York Stadium - Upgrade and handover
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Further, in order to facilitate and promote the development of our Elite Athletes, the construction of
•
•
•
•

An athlete-friendly state of the art fully provisioned gym which will commence within 1 year using the Private
Public Partnership model.
The construction of an indoor sporting facility at Shirvan Park which will commence within the first term
A cycling track.
An International standard cricket pitch will also be sited on the island.
A sporting academy must be constructed on the island to give Tobago athletes some parity on the local regional
and international circuit. The Cricket academy in Trinidad can be replicated in Tobago along with a football
academy on the island.

2. Provide certified coaches in our primary and secondary schools
A Department of Sport will be established with responsibility for Education for coaches. This Department will
also be responsible for:
•

Devising and implementing a system of classification and/or certification of
coaches.
•
Organizing local training programs based on a needs assessment.
• Reviewing and updating particular programs; and gaining more
international exposure for local coaches.
•
Ensuring that Coaches currently attached to schools in an
informal manner are to be assessed, certified and given tenure and
proper compensation.
3. Provide a transparent system of incentives and rewards. A
Tobago Forwards Tobago House of Assembly will be
responsible for establishing and maintaining a suitable
system of Incentives/Rewards which recognizes the
performance of our athletes. Such a system lies at the
heart of developing High Performance Sport and must
contain the following elements.
Based on established and transparent criteria Tobagonian
national athletes will have free access to medical and
psychological services.
Based on established and transparent criteria outstanding
Tobago athletes :
• Will be given financial assistance to assist in
their preparation for and participation in international
competition.
•
Be given free and adequate access to the necessary
facilities in order to prepare for approved international
competitions to determine Caribbean, Regional or World
Champions.
•
Be given special consideration for employment and may
be assisted through the procurement of scholarships to pursue their
educational goals or career development either locally or abroad.
• Will be assisted where necessary in addressing issues related to life after sport.

4. Manage SAFETY and RISK
Our sportsmen and women and the public must feel safe at all times. The Blueprint mandates:
• Public Liability Insurance for all public and private sporting facilities.
• Coaches, trainers and Health & Physical Education teachers trained in safety measures and First Aid/CPR.
• Facilities and equipment conforming to international safety requirements and regularly inspected to ensure
that the standard is maintained.
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Energy
TAKING OUR SEAT AT
THE ENERGY TABLE

T

he Tobago Forwards DEMANDS that Tobago plays an
equal role with Trinidad in the formulation of strategies
and policies for the development of a Tobago centric
energy sector. Tobago shares a maritime space within
the unitary state of Trinidad and Tobago. This maritime space contains known deposits of known Hydrocarbons
in Block 22 and the North Coast Marine Area (NCMA) which are in close proximity to Tobago. In addition, there
is currently active exploration by BHP Billiton in the deepwater to the east and north east of Tobago. Should a
discovery be made by BHP there will of necessity be a discussion on what will Tobago’s role be.
In the short to medium term it is the intention of Shell to develop Block 22 and resources in the NCMA which
they recently acquired from Centrica and Tobago must not be left out of these plans. For too long Tobago has
been treated as a spectator to the energy strategy of the country. Moving forward, Tobago must form part of the
decision-making process that informs how these national assets are to be developed.
To this end the Tobago Forwards will:
1) Request that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago place a Tobago representative on the Standing Committee
on Energy.
2) Request that a major percentage of the local content requirement for the development of the oil and gas
resources around Tobago be sourced in Tobago.
3) Ensure that Tobagonians are sufficiently skilled and educated to participate in the new Tobago energy economy.
4) Ensure that a component or all the natural gas being developed around Tobago be processed in Tobago.
5) That a percentage of this natural gas revenue be set aside in the HSF specifically for the future financial
security of Tobago.
6) Establish a logistics port facility in Tobago that will service the offshore oil and gas installations especially new
installations that may arise to support deepwater exploration and developmental activities.
7) Establish a helicopter company in Tobago ( a Public Private Partnership model) that will service offshore rigs
and installations. Currently all these services are provided from Trinidad.

| Tobago’s Green Energy Economy
Our vision is that Tobago will be a carbon neutral island by 2025.
When Tobago accomplishes this, the island will be positioned as a carbon neutral destination comparable to
Costa Rica. This strategy fits nicely with the tourism strategy for the island. As a result, Tobago can be marketed
as the world’s first carbon neutral destination.
To achieve this, we will ensure that:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All THA vehicles are CNG, Hybrid or electric by the year 2020.
All PTSC buses and Maxi Taxi’s operating in Tobago must be CNG, hybrid or electric buses by the year 2025.
Private businesses including hotels and guest houses will be encouraged and incentivized to use solar water
heaters.
A wind resource assessment study will be conducted to determine the best locations on the island of Tobago
to site wind farms.
By 2030 all electricity generated for consumption in Tobago will come from renewable sources.
Investors will be sought for investment in Wind farm projects.
Re-afforestation of Tobago will commence under a Tobago Forwards administration.
A recycling industry will be established to recycle garbage. This will create jobs and a stream of revenue from
the sale of metals, glass, paper and a waste to energy project.
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Roads
The Goal – Connecting Communities

T

he resurfacing of new roads has stalled and the last roads were built more than 15 years ago. As our
communities grow it is time to connect these communities, ease traffic congestion by new road networks
and alternative routes, and to upgrade all existing roadways.

The Tobago Forwards Road Blueprint will see:-

In Signal Hill –
•

The widening of The Old Signal Hill road to the Moravian church by 10 feet

In Canaan Bon Accord –
•
•

The widening of Golden Grove Road by 10 feet
The extension of the Store Bay Local Road going east to Magdalena and a road going South from the Claude
Noel Highway to meet the Store Bay Local Road

In Hope –
•
•

The Completing of the resurfacing works along the Windward Road - Hope Stretch within 3 months
The reestablishing of the proposed road from Castara through Mason Hall into Hope then on to Goodwood

In Goodwood –
•

The widening of James Street Goodwood by 10 feet

In Roxborough –
•

The widening of Roxborough Main road from the Old Fire Station in Roxborough, to Delaford.

In Bloody Bay –
•
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The widening of the Bloody Bay Road from the Roxborough Secondary school along the route from
Roxborough through Bloody Bay, Palautuvier and L’anse Formi
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In Delaford •

The Widening of Mogistan Road from Kings Bay Delaford to Speyside

In Louis D’or –
•

The Developing of the Louis D’Or Bay Road

In Aldelphi –
•

Construction of a road into the Adelphi Estate to accommodate a new Housing Project including a bridge
across the Adelphi River

In Arnos Vale –
•

The completing of the resurfacing of the the Arnos Vale Road within the first three months of the term Roadworks are expected to create 1500 new jobs during the first term

Road-works are
expected to create
1500 new jobs
during the first term
11

Agriculture
The Goal – Feeding Ourselves

T

obago was once the breadbasket of Trinidad and Tobago. Today about 95% of the food consumed in Tobago
is imported. Food security must be restored to Tobago and the almost complete dependence on food
transfers from Trinidad must cease.

The TOBAGO FORWARDS Agriculture Blueprint will oversee:

| LAND
1. The preservation and conservation of prime agricultural land in Goldsborough and Cardiff for agricultural
use.
2. Partnering with private landowners with large tracts of land to put these lands into agricultural production
developing suitable agricultural access roads on these estates.
3. Execution of valid agricultural leases.

| WATER
The geography of our island provides us with the quantity of rainfall necessary to satisfy our needs but it is
hindered by an inefficient collection and re-distribution system. Management intervention is required to create
solutions which will satisfy the needs of our agricultural sector; support our animal husbandry and provide a
reliable supply of water for our domestic use.
The TOBAGO FORWARDS Agriculture Blueprint will mandate:
1. Water ponds to harvest water on Friendship Estate
2. Tank farms in Moriah and Charlotteville to support agricultural communities
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| LABOUR

“Revived Gentle Farmer Class” In addition to promoting the need for fair
wages, there is a need to attract young persons to become the “Revived
Gentle Farmer Class” , to give low wage labour another skill and to
increase their earning potential
To this end the Tobago Forwards Blueprint supports •
•

•

The offer of stipend based training to CEPEP and URP workers as in
incentive to train for employment n the agricultural sector
The engagement of labour by monetizing bay leaf production in
John Dial via a bay oil extraction and bay leaf powder production
plant and utilizing the waste byproduct as a natural insect repellant in
agriculture. The machinery for this operation is currently lying idle at
Hope and the Tobago Forwards will bring this project into production
within 3 months. This project will employ 25 persons immediately .
The engagement of labor in the conservation of coconut waste and
the recycling of all coconut waste and other organic material to be
used by farmers as compost. Using the XP8400 Wood Hog machine
lying idle at Goldsborough the shredding of all organic material for
distribution to the farming community will reduce the waste delivered
to the landfill by 20% and will employ 15 persons immediately

Channeling all agricultural production through the marketing Board and the Tobago Agri business co-operative
society and improving and providing markets and opportunities for value added by the immediate reopening of
all cottage outlets now standing closed

| FISHERIES
The fisheries sector must be modernized and underpinned by appropriate technology. Our people have
historically earned their livelihood from fishing but there is a need to re-design our relationship with the ocean
and the methods we use to expand and strengthen this industry.
The TOBAGO FORWARDS Fisheries Blueprint will:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide insurance for fishing boats and engines.
Provide GPS tracking devices and Fish locators for all boats.
Provide Support to the upgrading of the current fishing fleet to more
modern vessels by way of loans and grants.
Revitalize the marketing board to provide a guaranteed market for
all catch & removing the responsibility of marketing and distribution
from fishermen.
Conceptualize and develop a Tobago Institute of Technical Marine
Education a Caribbean education center dedicated to all matters relating
to seafaring and fishing including seine repair and construction, boat
building, engine repair, shipwright, propeller shaft calibration, underwater
welding, and safety at sea.

On our main fishing beaches The Tobago Forwards will provide
•
•
•
•
•

Security
Locker room facilities including wash rooms for Fisherfolk
Temporary cold storage
Fuel stations within proximity
The rebuilding and restoration of jetties in Plymouth and Speyside repair and upgrade of the Roxborough
jetty and the construction of new jetties in Studley Park and Palatuvier
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