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Message from SVG
Green Party Leader Ivan
O’Neal BSc (Hons.),
MSc, MBA
Fellow Vincentians
and other citizens,
I come from a humble
background in Spring Village,
Georgetown, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. Outside of school, my
early life was spent tending goats and
helping my father growing food for our
family. When I was 18, the chance came
to travel to England. I grasped this
opportunity with a sense of excitement,
and apprehension, as I did not know if I
would ever see my family again. I was the
first one in my family to go to England; it
was a journey in to the unknown.
When I arrived in England – this land
of opportunity – I was cold, lonely and
poor. I knew no one and had little money
in my pocket. I vowed then and there to
myself that my children would not have
to live in poverty and knew that
education was the way to ensure a life of
prosperity.
I have five children and they have all
been to university, my youngest
graduating from medical school to
become a doctor. I have seven
grandchildren and the oldest three have
been to university: Natasha, 25,
graduating with a Masters in Engineering
from Cambridge University, England;
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Emma, 25, graduating with a
BSc (Hons) in Mathematics
from Nottingham University,
England; and Yasmin, 23,
graduating with a BA (Hons) in
English from Bristol University,
England.
I joined the British Royal Air
Force and served for over 31
years as a Safety Engineer, with
honourable and distinguished military
service, including five years seconded as a
Military Instructor to the Armed Forces
of His Majesty the Sultan of Brunei. I was
awarded the Most Blessed Order of
Brunei and the RAF Meritorious Service
Medal. I retired as a Warrant Officer in
1989 with Exemplary Conduct.
After military life and seeing that all my
children had received a university
education, I decided that I needed to
embark upon a journey of higher
education. Over the next five years, I
graduated with a BSc (Hons) in
Accounting and Finance from Oxford
Brookes University, England, a Masters
Degree in Budgeting, Macro-Economic
Policy and Planning from Bradford
University, England and a Masters Degree
in Business Administration from
Leicester University, England.
I have seen through my own life
experience, with my children and
grandchildren, that high-quality
education and university education brings
a life of prosperity and job security.
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This is possible even when one has
humble roots like mine in Spring Village,
Georgetown.
I believe in equality and prosperity for
all. I believe also that all Vincentian
children have the right to free technical
training, free, high-quality education and
free university, as this is the only way that
all Vincentian children will be able to
achieve their dreams and live a prosperous
life.
I put forward this manifesto to you as
the best way for us to bring thousands
of jobs and prosperity to our people
and strengthen our dying economy.
I believe that focusing on education,
science, technology and innovation is the
only way our country will become a rich
nation and the only way we will eradicate
poverty and achieve prosperity.

Ivan O’Neal campaigning against Taiwan

of land to foreigners, reduce the price of
water and electricity by 50%, ensure food
security and build a science and
technology university.

We have an obligation, each one of us,
every man, woman and child, to complete
the task that our forefathers
started, to make this country
My message to you is that a
A Green
strong and a place where we
Green government, under
government will
will hear children laughing
my competent and
boost the economy and again, see parents smiling
visionary leadership, will
bring thousands of new again and our people can
boost the economy and
jobs and prosperity to
feel safe in their homes and
bring thousands of new
communities.
all our people.
jobs and prosperity to all
our people. This will be on a
On election day, vote Green,
foundation of education, science,
vote for the telephone. Let us build
technology and innovation.
a brighter future for our people and
children together.
A Green government will bring free wifi internet access, abolish apartheid, get
rid of the parasitic Taiwanese, tax the
super-rich of Mustique and Canouan,
create thousands of new jobs, ban the sale

May God bless you and may God bless
SVG.
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Thousands of new jobs
A Green economy is the only
solution to create mass
employment in SVG and give our
people jobs.
Unemployment stands
unacceptably high at over 50%.
For many people it is hard to get a
job, simply because there are few
jobs around.
A Green government will create thousands
Areas such as North Windward, North
of new jobs in new factories, in renewable
Leeward, Central Leeward and South
energy industries, in the construction of our
Leeward are prime areas for wind farm
own university, in the operation of a deep sea
renewable energy production.
fishing and fish processing industry, building
The ULP are killing the SVG economy with
pre-schools, in a water exporting industry,
financial incompetence and their focus on
creating vibrant small business and
mass tourism, and when the economy goes so
manufacturing sectors and other areas of the
will thousands of government jobs.
new Green economy.
Barbados has been doing tourism for over
By increasing our exports and reducing our
60 years. However, mass tourism in the
imports, we will create growth in the private
Caribbean is plummeting rapidly. Between
sector and create thousands of new jobs.
2007 and 2012, Barbados saw a drop
With a Green government, there
in tourism of almost 10%, and
will be at least 5 new factories in
going from 2013 to 2014,
A renewable
SVG and we will set up the
Barbados was expecting a
energy industry
economy to nurture
further drop in tourism of
businesses. We will abolish
could provide
around 9%.
VAT.
thousands of new jobs
Under mass tourism, the
A Green government will
and electricity for all Barbados economy has
focus less on tourism, which is a
become dangerously weak and
SVG homes.
dead-end, and more on new
in 2013, Barbados was forced to
global industries such as agrocut 3,000 government jobs and go to
processing and the education service
the International Monetary Fund for a
industry. We can earn more money by
financial bailout.
charging foreign students to attend the SVG
If you work for government and want to
university than we will ever get from tourism.
keep your job, then vote Green, because it is
With an SVG wind farm industry,
only the Green Party that has the ideas and
renewable energy could provide thousands of
financial and economic competence to create
jobs and electricity for all SVG homes.
a strong, multi-sector economy. Only a strong
Household electricity bills could be reduced
economy can keep government jobs safe and
to virtually nothing.
create thousands of new, long-term jobs.
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Cheaper water
When water sources are a
Water in SVG is too
long way from people’s
expensive for many families
homes, poor people are
in SVG. Between 2006 and
forced to spend hours each
2010, an average of 360
day simply finding and
households were cut off from
transporting water.
mains water supply each
A Green
month – 21,600 in five
Water is life and every
government will cut household in SVG should
years. This is an alarmingly
high number.
the price of water by
have access to mains water.
A Green government will
The lack of water severely
50% and make sure
cut the price of water by
impacts on all areas of life.
every household
50% and make sure every
You cannot grow food, you
has water.
household has water. We will
cannot build housing, you
abolish the water meter rental
cannot stay healthy, you cannot
charge too. This will help poor
stay in school and you cannot keep
households immensely. Our children must
working. Without clean water, the
have better access to water.
possibility of breaking out of the cycle of
poverty is incredibly slim.

Cheaper electricity
Electricity has become too expensive for
many people, under the incompetent ULP
regime. Households are being punished
with a high fuel surcharge too. Children of
the poor should not grow up in darkness.
A Green government will abolish the fuel
surcharge and replace oil with renewable
energy, making electricity much cheaper.
With electricity produced by solar, wind,
hydro and geothermal processes, electricity
will be cheap. We will ensure that every
household has access to mains electricity.
We will also abolish the Vinlec Act
which gives Vinlec the monopoly to produce
electricity, so that Vincentians can set up
electricity-producing companies.

A Green government will cut the price of
electricity by 50%.
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Cheaper food

Free education

For the 2012 CEE, roughly
55% of the 1,076 males
Under a
writing the exams failed
The children of the poor are
Green government
and roughly 40% of the
suffering and being left behind
1,043 females failed.
education will be free
because attending school is so
Almost 1000 children
from pre-school to
expensive. Parents are forced to
did not pass and some
buy uniforms, books and pay
university. All school
children scored as low as
non-sensical school and
books and uniforms
5%.
education charges.
will be free.
These children are being
In 2011, SVG suffered its worst
let down by the ULP regime:
CEE results in history, with 1116
they are victims of a failing
children of the poor and 56% of boys failing.
education system.
Under a Green government education will
be free from pre-school to university. We will
create a world-class, high-quality education
system and put a science laboratory in all
primary and secondary schools.
All school books and uniforms will be free.
We will set up breakfast clubs in schools so
that children can start the day nourished and
energised to study and learn.
Our children need to be given a chance to
fulfil their potential.
8
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Many poor children go to
bed hungry and wake up
hungry too. This is sad and
a gross injustice.
Over $200 million
dollars of food was
imported in to SVG in
2011. With so much food
being imported, food is
becoming very expensive.
Many poor families cannot
feed themselves adequately.
Change is needed.
Buying food from our
own farmers will make
food cheaper and create a
strong, Green rural
economy. SVG can only
reduce food prices by
eating what we grow and
growing what we eat.
If food comes from abroad, we will not be
Omega-3 fats are essential for healthy brain
able to control food prices and food
development both in the womb and in
will become even more expensive.
early childhood.
An SVG Green Party
Studies have found that the
Buying food from
government will create
children of mothers who eat
our own farmers will
incentives for shops in
fish while pregnant have
make food cheaper and
SVG to stock food grown
better social and verbal
create a strong, Green rural
locally by SVG farmers.
skills at age eight,
This will make food
compared
to the children
economy. SVG can only reduce
cheaper for everyone in
of mothers who never ate
food prices by eating what
SVG.
fish.
we
grow
and
growing
A Green government will
Studies have also shown that
what we eat.
ensure cheaper fish for our
omega-3 fats such as EPA,
people too. A large part of the
found naturally in fish, may help
brain is made up of omega-3 fats,
improve the reading skills and attention
making these vital for healthy brain function.
span of children, and improve motor skills
In fact, 60% of the fats in the brain are
and general co-ordination. Children benefit
omega-3 with DHA, a type of omega-3 fat
from regularly eating fish.
found in fish and the main type.
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Strong Green economy

Free Internet access
The Internet is the most
powerful resource for
information. In 2011, there
were over 4.7 billion Google
searches of the Internet each
day. Our people must be a
part of this growing Internet
era and have free Internet
access in their own home.
Access to the Internet is
important for the education
of our people. Free Internet is
important for business
innovation, development and to
help them be competitive. It is
important that all sectors of
our society have Internet
access, especially children of
the poor, so that they do not
get left behind.
A Green Government will
provide free, wireless Internet
access throughout our country.

Abolish VAT
VAT is sucking the
lifeblood out of poor
households and killing
our economy. Money is
not circulating around
our country. VAT has
decimated the rural
economy and caused
many businesses to close
down. VAT has caused
thousands of job losses.
10

A Green
government will
provide free, wireless
Internet access
throughout our
country.

VAT
FREE

This is fundamental to
propelling SVG to the
centre of global
business and
enabling our people
and businesses to
create innovation and
thousands of new jobs.

A Green government will
abolish VAT in order to
resuscitate our economy and
get money circulating once
again around the country.
Over 90% of the revenue
collected by the incompetent
ULP government is from
taxes and fines from the
people. We will reduce the
tax burden on our people
by building a strong
economy.
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Since 2001, our economy has
become weaker and taxpayers’
money has been wasted. The
ULP regime has squandered over
$4 billion dollars. We will never
create prosperity for our people if
we continue to beg from other
countries like Gonsalves does.
Gonsalves is not a university
graduate in finance. He has
clearly shown that when it comes
to finance, he is feeling his way in the dark
and getting it wrong with his economic
incompetence.
This has caused high unemployment, forced
many businesses to close down and created
massive public debt. SVG’s economy is on the
verge of collapse.
SVG must go Green. We need a new engine
for our economy that is fit for the 21st
century. We have to become a country that
produces ideas and innovation that can solve
problems facing people the world over.
It has been said that the rich countries of the
future will be the ones that innovate most.

SVG needs to
develop a
sustainable
economy
comprised of
greener industries
and enterprises.
Great steps in
innovation,
investment,
education, science
and technology are
necessary to
rebuild the SVG
economy and create thousands of new jobs.
In 2013, the United Kingdom’s entire
renewables sector already employed 250,000
people and was worth £33bn a year to the UK
economy.
The global Green market is projected to
reach £4 trillion by 2015 as economies
around the world invest in Green
technologies. A Green government will help
SVG small businesses get a slice of this big
Green pie.
A strong Green economy will provide longterm, jobs and give our people prosperity.

Our own SVG university
Our children deserve a university and the
right to higher education.
A Green government will build a maths,
science and technology university. This will
give our children a world-class education and
access to high-paid, high-skilled jobs all over
the world.
It will also strengthen our economy and
create thousands of new high-skilled, highpaid jobs.

A science and technology university will
create revenue for our country by creating
long-term jobs for teaching staff, support staff
and maintenance staff. A science and
technology university will boost our country’s
income by winning research contracts from
companies abroad and having foreign
students learning and living in SVG.
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Build 5 new factories
A Green government will
build at least 5 new factories
to create thousands of new
jobs. There will be factories
for agro-processing and
exporting, fish processing
and canning, manufacturing
and others sectors of the
economy.
SVG should be exporting
products such as organic tea,
organic baby food, organic
fruit juices, organic honey,
organic dried fruits, organic
vacuum-packed vegetables,
organic bottled coconut
water, organic coffee, smoked
fish and numerous other
products. The ULP have
failed and the only factory
they have built is a begging
factory.

Deep sea
fishing industry
Fishing for tuna on our deepsea fish licence is a billion
dollar industry. At the
moment Taiwan uses our fish
licence and makes billions of
dollars and does not pay tax.
A Green government will
end Taiwan’s abuse and take
back our licence and create a deep sea fishing
industry.

12

This will create hundreds of new jobs for our
people and the billions of dollars created will
be spent on Vincentians.
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Fish processing and
fish canning industry
Our people need jobs. A Green government
will create a fish processing and canning
factory in SVG. This industry alone can
create hundreds of jobs for our people and
bring prosperity.
As in Zanzibar, a Green government will
provide credit facilities to help fisherman,
A Green government will
and unemployed young women and
create a tuna fishing
men, to engage in fishing. It is
industry and fish
A Green
important to empower women to
government will create processing for export.
fight poverty and run their own
Fish will then be
a tuna fishing industry
businesses. In Zanzibar, a
affordable for all
rejuvenated fishing and canning
and fish processing for
families. A multiindustry has created hundreds of
billion dollar fish
export. Fish will then be
new jobs in secondary local
industry will play a
affordable for all
industries such as ice-making
pivotal part in
families.
plants, cold-storage services, boatpromoting good health,
building yards, workshops to make
creating hundreds of jobs and
fishing nets and engine repair and
bringing prosperity for all in SVG.
maintenance workshops.

Sell fresh water
in tanker loads
Every day thousands of
gallons of fresh water
flow from our rivers
into the sea. This is
water going to waste
and literally money
going down the drain.
This fresh water could
be sold in bulk tanker
loads to countries
abroad needing water.
A bulk tanker water export industry would
create hundreds of new jobs and be a multimillion dollar industry.

This industry can help bring prosperity to our
people and bring down the price of water in
our country.
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Rejuvenate SVG’s
agriculture industry
After being in office for over 13 years, the
highly incompetent ULP regime made the
agricultural sector a total mess. The ULP
regime has decimated agriculture and virtually
killed the rural economy. Many of our farmers
live in poverty and struggle to feed their
families.
To add insult to injury, food imports in to
SVG topped the $200 million mark for the
first time in 2011. Research by SVG Green
Party has revealed that 63,496,720 kgs net
weight of food was imported in 2011,
totalling $207 million dollars.
This $207 million should be going in the
pockets of SVG farmers. The fact that this
money is going abroad means jobs are being
created abroad at the expense of our farmers.
Why is the ULP regime so keen to run an
economy that impoverishes our farmers and
people in rural communities, whilst
simultaneously creating jobs abroad?
This approach to economics is making our
Buying food from our own farmers will also
people suffer and making food expensive.
make food cheaper. SVG can only
A Green government will
reduce food prices by eating what
modernise agriculture and
we grow and growing what we
A Green
reverse the dangerous trend of
eat, with a policy if import
government will
hundreds of millions of
substitution. If it comes
dollars being spent on food
modernise agriculture and from abroad, we will not be
from abroad. The plight of
reverse the dangerous trend able to control food prices
our farmers must not be
and food will become even
of hundreds of millions of
ignored. Our economy and
more expensive.
dollars being spent on
society should be
A Green government will
rejuvenated so that we are
food from abroad.
create a farmers’ credit union
virtually self-sufficient in food
and offer farmers secured, shortproduction and our farmers are
term credit facilities to enable
once again prosperous.
farmers to branch out in to organic shortterm crops and organic greenhouse crops.
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We will offer guaranteed markets for
Farmers will then obtain contracts to supply
farmers’ produce in a new Green, exporthotels and supermarkets at home and abroad.
orientated, organic agricultural industry.
A Green government will revive the
We will create incentives for
rural economy. There are plenty of
supermarkets in SVG to buy
alternatives, including organic
We will
produce from SVG farmers.
farming; building factories to
offer guaranteed
We will also help farmers
produce and export tea, baby
markets for farmers’
set up farming co-ops. In a
food and fruit juices; coffee
food growing co-op, with as
produce in a new Green, production and exporting
many producers as possible
other agro-products to the
export-orientated,
working together, it is much
diaspora in Europe, Canada
organic agricultural
easier to diversify into
and the USA. These measures
industry.
different vegetable crops and
will provide thousands of new
gain access to local and foreign
jobs for our people.
markets by guaranteeing a constant
weekly supply of product.
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Ban the sale
of lands to
foreigners

NO

The negative
consequence of sellingoff land has been seen
in Australia’s history. In
1788, foreigners
invaded Australia and
Vincentian land should
began land grabbing.
be owned by
Vincentians, not
The Aboriginal people
foreigners.
fought back to protect
their lands. For over
Paramount Chief
200 years, the
Joseph Chatoyer was
indigenous Aboriginal
slain by white men
people suffered
while trying to protect
inhumane exploitation,
our lands. He must be
racist treatment and
turning in his grave now
apartheid.
that this government is
selling lands to white,
SVG has become like
super-rich foreigners.
Australia. Our people
are suffering apartheid
Our lands should go
and the loss of our
to our children and
lands. Like the
grandchildren. Too
Aborigines, the
much of our land –
indigenous people in
hundreds of acres - has
SVG are being trampled
been sold by the ULP
on and rich foreigners
government to
are taking over our
foreigners. Just look at
country. We must not
Bequia and Canouan
allow Australia’s history to be replicated in
for example. Our people are being pushed out
our beloved country of SVG.
of their own country, so we must ban the sale
of land to foreigners. Where will our children
We must do like Cuba, Thailand and
live if all the land is sold off ? If
others countries around the world,
foreigners want to put a business
and ban the sale of our land to
here, then they can lease land.
foreigners, to protect and
Our lands
preserve our country for future
Rich foreigners usually get
should go to our
generations of Vincentians.
large plots of land and poor
children and
Vincentians are often confined
A Green government will ban
grandchildren
to overcrowded areas and forced
the sale of land to foreigners and
to live in poverty. This land
take back Mustique for our people
segregation is a social time-bomb
who are the rightful owners.
that threatens to end in social unrest.
The message should be loud and clear: St.
Very soon, Vincentians will become second
Vincent and the Grenadines is not for sale!
class citizens in their own country.

E
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Make Rabacca
sand free again
Taiwan has been taking our sand and
selling it to make money for themselves,
and the ULP regime turns a blind eye to
this abuse of our people.
A Green government will end Taiwan’s
abuse and make Rabacca sand free again. It
is everyone’s dream and right to build and
own a home for themselves.

End apartheid - Abolish the
Mustique Company Act no 48 of
2002 and the Canouan Act
Apartheid is a plague in SVG and it must be
abolished now. All over SVG we can see the
damaging consequences of apartheid.
There is a high teenage pregnancy rate,
poor children are going hungry,
families struggle to survive, many
households cannot afford
water and electricity, there is
a high crime rate, many
young people end up in
jail and the children of the
poor are getting left
behind in education, as
shown in the Common
Entrance Exam results of
2011, 2012 and 2013.
The apartheid protects the
interests of Taiwan and the white
super-rich of Mustique and Canouan
by giving them blanket tax and customs duty
exemptions. Meanwhile, poor Vincentians
face high water and electricity prices and
suffer under VAT.

The rich can sip champagne and laze by the
pool all day, yet the poor suffer. Canouan,
Mustique and Taiwan must pay the SVG
Treasury all the tax and customs charges they
have avoided.
These differential laws and policies that
discriminate in favour of Taiwan and the
super-rich whites (fewer than 2% of SVG’s
population is white), over and
above the interests of
African origin, Indian,
Carib and mixed race
citizens are vile,
disgusting and
inhuman. They
are there for one
purpose only: to
keep the rich, rich
and to keep the
poor, poor!
A Green government
will abolish apartheid
in SVG. We will abolish
the Mustique Company Act
no. 48 of 2002 and the Canouan Act,
as these differential laws and policies
perpetuate apartheid. All Vincentians deserve
prosperity – white or not!
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Cut ties with Taiwan
and make ties with China
Taiwan has been abusing our country for
far too long by not paying tax. Taiwan’s
presence has been holding back SVG’s
development for over 30 years and they
have been taking our wealth.

Taiwan creams-off billions of dollars
from our deep sea fish licence and leaves
our children in poverty. Taiwan’s actions
are shameful. A Green government will
cut ties with Taiwan and book the
Taiwanese ambassador a one-way ticket
out of SVG – forever. We will make ties
with China and form bi-lateral trade
agreements. This will benefit our people
immensely. We must send Taiwan home.

Create a strong
business sector
Small businesses are the
answer to Gonsalves’
economic blunders and are
the beating heart of a healthy,
strong, growing economy.
Small businesses are the main
businesses which can create
prosperity and make our
economy strong.
A Green government will
provide incentives to help
small businesses compete, not
just on a national level, but on a global
Small businesses looking
scale. A Green government will help
to develop new Green
A
Green
small businesses to move up the
goods and services will
government will help
supply chain to provide valueget help from a
added, innovative goods and
small businesses to be wellGreen government
services that can be sold
placed to take advantage of the to reduce their
internationally.
massive business opportunities carbon footprint.
A Green government will
presented by the global shift to These carbonhelp small businesses to be
reducing changes
a Green, low-carbon,
well-placed to take advantage
will result in resource
of the massive business
resource-efficient
and energy efficiencies,
opportunities presented by the
and therefore reduced
economy.
global shift to a Green, low-carbon,
costs for small businesses.
resource-efficient economy.
18
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Reduce crime significantly
Crime is out of control in SVG. Almost
every week we hear of someone being
murdered or raped or attacked in some
way. Many Vincentians feel scared, even
in their own home. So many shops and
businesses have been robbed too.
SVG has about 30 murders a year and
a rate of rape which is the third highest
in world. There is a high level of
domestic violence in SVG. The ULP
regime have let the people down
badly and change is needed now.
A Green government will create a
strong economy and education
system to help reduce crime. We
need a strong economy to create
thousands of new jobs and also to
educate our people better so they
have the skills to do the new jobs.

A Green
government will
create a strong
economy and
education system
to help reduce
crime.

A world-class
education system and
mass employment is
the answer to crime.
SVG should be a
country where we can
feel safe in the street
and in our own home.

Reduce poverty
significantly
There are no jobs
around and so many
households have no
income. Many
households are forced
to suffer in poverty
and many poor
children go to bed
hungry.
A Green
government will reduce poverty by creating
thousands of new jobs and bringing mass
employment to our people.

Mass employment will see all households
having an income and reduce poverty in
our country.
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Significantly improve
health services

At the moment,
people have to pay a $5
stamp to get some
medicines from the
In the 2011 Budget Estimates,
hospital. For some of
expenditure for health for 2011 was
the poor, even this is
$13 million. The nation’s health service
too much and they are
is being starved by the ULP regime, as
forced to go out on the
this is only roughly $110 per person.
street, in a state of ill-health, and beg
Our hospitals and health centres
people for money for medicines.
Under a
lack facilities and medicines.
Under a Green government,
Green government, health treatment and medicine
Under the ULP regime
people have been forced to pay health treatment and will be free to all Vincentians.
for ambulance transport and
medicine will be free We will modernise our health
had demands for cash before
facilities so our people get
to all Vincentians.
treatment. This is immoral.
world-class treatment. A Green
People should be given medical
government will increase the
help based on their need and not on
number of doctors in SVG too.
the size of their wallet.

Gender equality

Assisting elderly people
An SVG Green Party government will:

It is a fact that to even talk about development, one
must include gender. Development needs women if
any kind of positive process of social change is
going to take place.

We need to recognise the importance of
older people and enable them to continue
to be productive members of society. They
play a significant role in SVG’s society and
are valued citizens with much to offer. We
must meet all their needs, especially
health-related ones.

An SVG Green Party government will:
• make all statutory boards 50% women;
• encourage more women to occupy positions in
government and other elected leadership positions in
institutions and provide role models for young women;
• break down gender barriers that women face in trade and
wealth creation and business;
• run programs addressing teenage pregnancy, including
sexual health and family planning;
• focus on ending violence against women and ending
domestic violence;

SVG must focus also on
helping young males in
the education system.
More needs to be done
to bring them on a par
with girls. The present
trend of so many young
men going to jail is
causing a waste of young
lives.

• strengthen women’s groups.
20
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An SVG
Green Party
government will
provide free electricity
and water to elderly
households

• assist elderly people to continue to
live in their own home when they are
unable to cope on their own;
• provide free electricity and water to
elderly households;
• ensure protection from loneliness,
malnutrition and chronic diseases;
• give exemption from departure tax,
and provide free health care and
medicines;
• improve the standard of living and
health of elderly people by increased
pensions;
• support families looking after elderly
relatives.

Vote Green - www.svggreenparty.org - Vote for the telephone
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Young people
The ULP regime has failed young people. Far
too many young people have been denied
access to good quality education. Far too
many young people, also, are leaving school
early without an education and ending up in
prison or living a life of crime.
The young people of our country deserve
better. They have so much potential to
achieve and a Green government will help
young people do just that – achieve!
A Green government will:
• set up community training units so people
can gain skills or retake secondary school
exams in evening classes if necessary;
• provide sustainable jobs and better quality
education (science and technology focused)
up to university level so SVG can compete
with other countries;

Make SVG sports competitive
at the world level

• build a university so young people can get a
degree;
• assist and encourage young people to
operate their own small businesses and
become entrepreneurs and prosperous;
• encourage young people to stay on longer in
education to become more highly qualified
and develop better skills;
• create a Minister for Youth Development.
Our young people are our tomorrow – so we
must invest in them today.
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An SVG Green Party government will:
• provide more sports equipment for people
in areas outside of Kingstown;
• put more resources into sports and interschools competitions;
• increase leisure facilities in parks;
• build a sports academy.
With increased facilities and support, SVG
will be in a position to revolutionise its
standing on the international sports scene.

Build a Green society

Clean up our country
Under the ULP regime, Kingstown and
other parts of our country have become
disgustingly dirty and polluted. We need
to clean up Kingstown and our whole
country. Our country used to be beautiful
and it can be beautiful again. Our children
deserve to grow up in a clean, healthy and
beautiful environment. SVG needs a
nationwide recycling scheme to recycle
plastic, glass, cans, paper and other
materials. This recycling scheme will create
hundreds of new jobs.
A Green government will implement
projects to reduce the level of air pollution
in Kingstown so people breathe clean air.

In regional and international competitions
SVG under-achieves. We should be winning
medals like other small nations do at the
Olympics and other sports competitions.
A Green government will upgrade and
modernise sports and leisure facilities, to
encourage sports participation and enable our
sportspeople to win regional and
international events.
A Green government will also enable greater
numbers of people to learn from the
discipline and teamwork offered by sport, as
well as benefit from its therapeutic value.
At present many people are unable to enjoy
as much sport as they would like as most of
the sporting infrastructure is still localised in
the Kingstown area, and many rural areas lack
quality sports facilities.

We will clean up the country and protect
and preserve our environment. We will
plant trees to protect the watersheds and
our freshwater sources and significantly
reduce floods and landslides during heavy
rains by better land management. Climate
change is upon us. We need to make an
extra effort to protect our environment
and protect ourselves from water
shortages.
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A Green society is founded on
principles of equality and social
equilibrium. We will reduce the
class divide and instil tolerance
and mutual respect.
We will promote and
monitor human
rights, and
A Green
protect, enforce
society will
and promote
provide many more
equality
throughout all
opportunities for our
sectors of our
young people.
society,
regardless of age,
disability, gender, race,
religion and belief.

Everyone must have an equal opportunity to
improve themselves as all people have a
valuable part to play in society. We will
introduce laws to prevent discrimination in
employment and education. A Green society
will provide many more opportunities for our
young people.
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New Ministry of Science
and Technology

Singapore and South Korea are
classic examples of science and
technology export-oriented
building the
economies that produce a
A Green government will
higher yield in revenue,
nation through
create a Ministry of Science
create thousands of highand Technology as in many
innovation and
paid jobs and a greater
other modern wealthy
quality of life for their
technology
countries.
people. Singapore has an
established info-comm industry
The Ministry of Science and
with a revenue of US$49.5 billion
Technology will build a science and
in 2009, employing over 140,000
technology based economy. It will
people.
introduce free Wi-Fi Internet throughout our
country and within a decade replace
The Ministry of Science and Technology
expensive, oil-generated electricity with cheap
will help SVG businesses enter and compete
electricity produced from renewable energy.
in the global Green market. Science and
technology will drive the SVG economy.
The ministry will be responsible for
planning, coordinating and directing efforts
to initiate and launch scientific and
technological programmes and projects.

Niche tourism
The ULP regime’s mass tourism is a deadend strategy that will turn our youth into
sex toys for rich foreigners and see
prostitution develop. Mass tourism only
provides low-wage, low-skilled, seasonal
jobs and does not prevent the high leakage
of the tourist dollar out of SVG or create
prosperity for our people.
SVG needs niche tourism and ecotourism. A Green government will focus on
the parts of tourism that bring the highest
financial returns to SVG, whilst not
destroying our environment.
Niche tourism such as bird watching,
scuba diving, sea fishing, culinary courses,
retreats and spas, sailing, walking, weddings
and honeymoons will be the focus.
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People who choose
these holidays have a
larger than average
income and are likely
to have the financial
wealth to continue to holiday even in
economic downturns and if prices rise.
A Green government will change the
Ministry of Tourism to a statutory body to
operate tourism in the private sector.
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A happier SVG
...replace

Costa Rica has the highest
despair with
levels of reported life
satisfaction and the highest
hope, poverty
happy life years. The latest
with prosperity, and
A Green government will
version of the Happy Planet
put Green at the heart of
fear
with
Index (HPI) compiled by the
policy-making to create
happiness.
New Economics Foundation,
thousands of new jobs and longplaced Costa Rica on top of the
term security in our beloved country.
world. It makes an explicit link
A Green society will replace despair with
between happiness and the environment.
hope, poverty with prosperity, and fear
Greenness permeates both public policy
with happiness.
and the private lives of Costa Ricans.

ULP has been a failure
Before the ULP regime came to
office in 2001, the SVG
economy had a surplus and was
vibrant and strong. Life for our
people and businesses was much
better. After 12 years of ULP
regime financial ineptitude, the
economy had a massive deficit of $114m.
The economy is virtually dead, many
businesses have been forced to close down and
life for our people is hard with high
unemployment and crime.
When the ULP regime took office in 2001,
SVG’s trade exports was $137 million. By
2011, their economic blundering and gross
incompetence had pushed SVG’s trade
exports to their lowest level of $22 million.
In 2001, tax revenue was only $306m, but
the ULP regime is now making our people
pay over $200 million more in taxes. Our
people were paying $508 million in taxes in
2013.

The ULP regime is economically
incompetent. In 2007, they overspent
by $63 million dollars without the
prior approval of Parliament; in
2008, they failed the audit of
public accounts by the
Director of Audit; in 2008,
they blatantly ignored several
warnings from Director of Audit
and the Parliament-set ceiling of a
government overdraft of $40 million and they
killed the National Commercial Bank with a
massive overdraft of $185 million dollars; and
they have created massive fiscal deficits for
nine consecutive years from 2005 to 2013.
Under the ULP regime’s 13 years of
begging, our country has become financially
much weaker and dependent on foreign aid,
and our people have become much poorer.
The ULP regime’s performance is hopeless
and they have failed the people of SVG.
SVG Green Party will be more effective in
government and can bring the financial
competence needed to create thousands of
new jobs and a strong economy.
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a brighter future for everyone

VOTE GREEN!
Our country is in crisis: SVG has a
dangerously weak economy, the third
highest rate of rape per capita in the
world, high unemployment, high
crime, too many taxes, too many
children leaving school uneducated,
high public debt, thousands of
households in poverty, thousands of
households without mains water and
electricity and nationwide dismay and
despair.
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The country is mash up
and we need change. It is
time to choose a new path
so our people can have a
brighter future.
At the next election, it’s not just a
case of voting for the party of the red
or the party of the green, it’s about
who can deliver a strong economy.

Vote Green for jobs and a strong economy: 2014 / 2015 manifesto

It’s only with a strong
economy that we can create
jobs for the jobless, bring
prosperity to those in
poverty, provide opportunity
to those in despair, and bring
happiness, true happiness, to
those who have suffered years
of dismay under the
incompetent ULP regime.

We must be industrious in producing more
food and other things for ourselves;
industrious in educating our children to
university level; and industrious in
rebuilding our nation’s pride and the selfesteem of our people. By being industrious,
we will create thousands of new jobs, see the
emergence of hundreds of entrepreneurs and
new small businesses, and keep more money
in SVG with import substitution.
On election day, vote
Green. Put your X next to
the telephone. Vote for a
brighter future. May God
bless you and may God
bless our country.

Vote for the telephone:
Vote Green for jobs
and a strong economy
Vote Green - www.svggreenparty.org - Vote for the telephone
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