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LETTER FROM THE POLITICAL LEADER
My Dear Voters of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines,
These are the fourth successive general
elections in which I am accorded the
honour of leading the Unity Labour Party
(ULP). In March 2001, in December 2005,
and in December 2010, the voters of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines first elected,
and then twice re-elected, the ULP to
constitute the government of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines. We come again to
ask you for your support, and your vote,
to consolidate and extend the tremendous gains which our country has made
thus far.
Our request for your support and your
vote is based on seven main grounds:
1.

The ULP has the people-centred
vision, the philosophy, the historical sensibilities, the policies and
the programmes to uplift further
the quality of life of Vincentians of
all walks of life.

2.

The ULP has chalked up a record of
outstanding, and unprecedented,
achievements which have benefitted every family, and the nation as
a whole. These accomplishments
have been secured in the most

challenging circumstances.
3.

The ULP has a supremely talented
team of candidates, containing diverse talents and a proper admixture of experience and youthfulness. Moreover, we are, and have
been, since your election of us in
2001, a united and integrated
whole, devoid of internal squabbling and confusion.

4.

The ULP possesses a quality leadership which has been tried and
tested in the extremely difficult
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circumstances of the worst global economic crisis for 100 years, and multiple natural disasters. The ULP’s
leadership has made an immense
difference for the better.
5.

6.

The ULP has kept its promises to
the people in every area of public
policy and thus has made St.
Vincent and the Grenadines a much
better place in which to live than
before.
The ULP has a profound love for the
people of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, individually and collectively, unmatched in our country’s
history.

7.

The ULP offers continued hope to
the people of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines accompanied by a reaffirmation of our faith in God,
made manifest in the deeds of our
people, in tandem with each other
and their leadership, so as to enable us to achieve mighty things,
individually and collectively, as a
nation.

The ULP’s vision is centred on our people;
our philosophy is that of social democracy fashioned from universalist prin
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ciples and grounded in our own
Vincentian and Caribbean historical and
contemporary circumstances; our sociocultural outlook is premised on the selfevident truth that we in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines are a magnificent component of our independent, authentic
Caribbean civilisation which has its trajectory for further ennoblement in the
interest of our people’s humanisation;
and our policies and programmes in every area of governmental endeavour are
creatively designed and implemented to
uplift the lives of our people.
All of this is well-known and is instinctively in the consciousness of our people.
It resonates even in the hearts and minds
of the Opposition, as was made plain in
their leader’s public response to a query
about their fifteen-year plans for St.
Vincent and the Grenadines: “ASK
RALPH!” Our government’s 12-year National Economic and Social Development
Plan 2013-2025 is available to the public
on the government’s website and in hard
copy.
The ULP has delivered on its promises and
pledges to uplift markedly the condition
of life of our people and our nation in
the following twenty central policies and
programmes, among others:

⋆

Jobs and Wealth Creation in the
Real Economy (Agriculture, Fisheries, Tourism, Manufacturing, ICT,
Assorted Services);

⋆
⋆
⋆
⋆

⋆
⋆

⋆

⋆
⋆

Reducing Poverty and Undernourishment;
Instituting and implementing the
Education, Health, and Housing
Revolutions;
Strengthening Citizen Security;

ance Services (NIS) and the Social
Safety Net systems;

⋆
⋆

Improving the climate for doing
business, including the facilitation
of domestic and foreign investment;

⋆

Ensuring fiscal consolidation, and
stability of the financial sector and
monetary system;

⋆
⋆

Building up the country’s physical
infrastructure including roads and
bridges, seaport development, airport development (Canouan Jet
Airport and the Argyle International Airport), sea and river defences, and road stabilisation;
Revolutionising the many-sided
arrangements for Comprehensive
Disaster Management in the context of the harmful effects of adverse Climate Change globally;
Putting Science and Technology,
including ICT, at the centre of
socio-economic life;

⋆

⋆
⋆
⋆

Lifting real wages for workers in
the private and public sectors;
Reducing the incidence of taxation;
Strengthening the delivery of Electricity, Water, Sanitation, Solid
Waste Disposal, and Telecommunications Services;
Boosting Sports and Culture;
Developing special areas such as
the Grenadines and areas north of
the Dry River;
Protecting and Improving the conditions of life of workers, farmers,
the elderly, youths, women,
sportsmen and women, cultural
and creative artistes;
Delivering good governance in every material particular, including
clean and efficient government.
Integrating our nation at home and
in the diaspora.
Deepening and extending regional
integration and further ennobling
our Caribbean civilisation;

Strengthening the National Insur-
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⋆
⋆

Enlarging the scope and efficacy of
our Foreign Policy;

Over the next five years, the ULP pledges
to consolidate and further extend its existing public policies and programmes
which have been so beneficial to the
people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Moreover, there are several major initiatives for full implementation over the
next five-year period ending on December 31, 2020. Among the central pledges
are the FIFTEEN STARS:

⋆
⋆
⋆
Y

⋆
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⋆
⋆

The further creation of jobs and
wealth;
The push to Zero Hunger and the
further reduction of poverty;
The imminent opening and operation of the Argyle International Airport;
The delivery of 12-Megawatts of
Geothermal Energy within an overall plan for enhanced utilisation of
renewable energy;
The relocation and modernisation
of the Port to the Bottom Town
area; and the extension and enlargement of the Cruise Ship Pier
at a new location in Arnos Vale;

⋆

⋆
⋆
⋆

The further modernisation of the
Milton Cato Memorial Hospital, and
the relocation of some of its major departments to, and enhanced
health delivery at, an Acute Referral Hospital to be built at Arnos
Vale;
The consolidation and deepening
of the Education and Housing
Revolutions;
The start-up of the building of a
modern city at the Arnos Vale site
of the E.T. Joshua Airport consequent upon the commencement
of operations of the Argyle International Airport;
The rolling-out of the most ambitious programme ever of road construction and rehabilitation (including bridges), and the building
of sea and river defences;

the attendance of overseas students at the four Medical Schools,
Cruise, Yachting, and “nature”
tourism, will be further developed;

⋆

The facilitation of major developments in agriculture, fisheries,
manufacturing, assorted services
(including the expansion of ICT);

genuine, sustainable development. Thus,
the impressive path-changing accomplishments thus far and the large vision
and accompanying policies/programmes
for the next five years.

These initiatives are at the centre of our
efforts to shape our nation’s future together!

Timidity, learned helplessness, pessimism and a lack of faith in our people lead
to hopelessness and non-achievement.
Instead, the ULP offers boldness, courage, optimism, faith, hope, love, and the
grace of right reason which all lead to
progress and a better life.

The ULP has demonstrated over the years
that strategic thinking and actions are its
hallmarks. If one seeks to cross the developmental divide or chasm in baby
steps, the inevitability is that one would
fall at the bottom of the widening gorge.
Accordingly, major leaps are required
within a small, resource-challenged
economy and society like St. Vincent and
the Grenadines for the actualisation of

Our team of candidates consist of five
seasoned stalwarts from the ULP’s 2001
– 2005 electoral triumphs (Louis Straker,
Montgomery Daniel, Edwin Snagg,
Herman Belmar and Comrade Ralph), four
experienced leaders but yet of modest
years from our election victory of 2010
(Saboto Caesar, Ces Mc Kie, Frederick
Augustus Stephenson and Luke Browne),
and six first-time candidates of real dis

The construction of the National
Stadium;
The
re-development
upliftment of capital
Kingstown;

and
city,

The development of significant
tourism plants including at Mt.
Wynne-Peter’s Hope, Canouan,
Union Island, Mayreau and Bequia;
assorted tourism services such as
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tinction (Carlos James, Jomo Thomas,
Debbie Charles, Beresford Phillips, Jimmy
Prince, and Camillo Gonsalves). Each of
our fifteen candidates is of high quality,
well-trained or educated in his/her field
of endeavour, possessed of endearing
attributes and personal achievements,
and blessed with an enduring love for the
people.

changing scenes of life, I have kept close
to you, cognizant always that the highest office in the land is that of citizen. I
am, and have been, responsive and responsible to you. I have not been puffed
up; I have not been rude to you; I have
no malice towards anyone; I have kept
no record of wrongs; I rejoice in your
successes and feel the pain of your setbacks, disappointments, and difficulties.
I have always been in solidarity with you
simply as “Comrade Ralph”, your friend.
And I love you very much. We must all
love each other!

THESE ARE SOME OF OUR
PRECIOUS INITIATIVES
THAT THE NDP WANTS TO
ROLL BACK:
X
X
X
X

I am most grateful that Almighty God, the
members and supporters of the ULP, and
the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines as a whole, have accorded me the
honour and privilege of leading this especially gifted team of candidates in
these 2015 general elections.

These are the last general elections that
I am offering myself as Political Leader
of the ULP. Please stay with me; please
stand by me. I reiterate my request for
your support and your vote. With your
support and God’s blessings I pray not
to leave behind any unfinished task.

X
X
X
X

At a personal level I promise to continue
serving the people of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines to the best of my ability, in
humility, with honesty and diligence,
with love for all the people, in accord
with the blessings of Almighty God, and
in obedience to Him. I have dedicated
my life to the service of the people of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and the Caribbean. I have acquired over the days and
years of my life the knowledge, understanding, wisdom and experience, and
have been accorded the gift of abundant
blessings, to serve you in the Office to
which you have elected me. Through all
the vicissitudes of life, through all the
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In this 2015 Election Manifesto, stuffed
with quality, practical policies and
programmes for the next five years, the
ULP presents the people of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines “A Beautiful 2020 Vision With Love”.
Let us shape our future together for the
better with Labour love! Forward We Go:
Four Inna Row!

X
X

X

Sincerely yours,

Ralph E. Gonsalves
Dr. The Hon. Ralph E. Gonsalves
Political Leader of the ULP

X

The Argyle International Airport;
The Education Revolution;
The Petro Caribe Agreement and
the ALBA membership;
The Low-Income and No-Income
Housing Projects;
The
Lives-to-Live
Housing
Programme;
The distribution of housing lots to
the people at knock-down prices;
The Youth Empowerment Service
(YES) Programme;
The Support for Education and
Training Programme (SET);
The Farmers’ Support Company
and low-interest loans to farmers
and fisherfolk;
The Student Loan Company and
the economically-disadvantaged
student loan programme for postsecondary and tertiary education;
The provision of free education
and training for nurses and the
grant of a monthly stipend for
nurses-in-training of $1,000 per
month.
The unprecedented numbers of
Tuition Scholarships and other
Scholarships
and
bursary

X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

programmes for our university students.
The targeted strategic interventions to Create Jobs and Reduce
Poverty;
The policy of providing economic
stimulus to boost the economy
and further enhance wealth creation;
The Geothermal Development
Project;
The Financing and Support for LIAT;
The Expansion of Sporting Facilities
and the Spectacular Initiatives in
Culture;
The plan for the Construction of a
modern city at Arnos Vale (E.T.
Joshua Airport Site), including a
Modern Acute Reference Hospital;
The Programme of Rehabilitation/
Rebuilding and Constructing Police
Stations;
The more or less unfettered entry
to St. Vincent and the Grenadines
of students world-wide to attend
any of the four Medical Schools;
The extensive protection and
upliftment of the poor and the elderly;
The dismantling of the “good governance” apparatuses established
in the period 2001 – 2015;
The subsidy to farmers on their
purchase of inputs;
The multi-million Mt. WynnePeter’s Hope Hotel Project;
The relocation and modernisation
of the Port and the Extension/
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Modernisation and relocation of the
Cruise Ship Pier.
X The full operation of the Modern
Medical Complex at Georgetown;
X The quest of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines to become a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council in 2019;
X St. Vincent and the Grenadines’
progressive, independent, beneficial foreign policy.

WE KEPT OUR PROMISES,
WE DELIVERED!

R

The Housing Revolution;

R

The Health and Wellness Revolution;

R

The construction of the Argyle International Airport and the
Canouan Jet Airport;

R

R

The Construction and Rehabilitation of Police Stations all over St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, the
upgrading of the Coast Guard and
Fire Service, and the strengthening markedly of the overall machinery, personnel, and facilities for the
promotion of citizen security;

R

The massive upgrading and boosting of all systems, processes,
mechanisms, and personnel for
Comprehensive Disaster Management, including the establishment
and strengthening of the National
Emergency
Management
Organisation (NEMO) and climate
change mitigation/adaption measures such as sea and river defences;

AMONG THE MAJOR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS (2001 TO
2015) ARE:
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R

The Education Revolution in all its
dimensions;

R

Poverty Reduction and Reversing
Undernourishment;

R

Job and Wealth Creation;

R

The boosting, more than ever, of
private sector development including foreign investment;

The Building and Reconstruction of
the Road Network including: the
Windward Highway, the Bridge
over the Rabacca Dry River, the
South Leeward Highway, and the
Vigie Highway;

R

R

R

R

The saving, strengthening, and
fleet renewal of LIAT, and leading
the way in the setting up the “category one” Eastern Caribbean Civil
Aviation Authority;
The huge expansion and delivery of
quality water and solid waste disposal services, including the further development of the Central
Water and Sewerage Authority;

munication Technology (ICT), including voice and data (internet)
telecommunications at competitive prices in a liberalised environment;

R

The facilitation of vastly improved
ferry services between the Grenadine Islands and St. Vincent;

R

The massive enhancements in the
protection and promotion of the
welfare of the elderly, women, and
the family;

R

A tremendous practical focus on
the development of young people,
sports and culture;

The
strengthening
and
modernisation of VINLEC; the delivery of enhanced and reliable
electricity services;
The facilitation of the unfolding of
a revolution in Information Com-
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The massive improvement in the
provision of sports and cultural facilities throughout St. Vincent and
the Grenadines;
The bold, productive initiatives in
agriculture, fisheries, manufacturing, tourism, ICT and educational
tourism (medical schools, teaching
of English to Spanish-speaking
peoples);
The remarkable advances in the
regulatory regimes for banks, insurance companies, building and
loan societies, credit unions, and
international (off-shore) financial
institutions;

R

The reformation of the National
Commercial Bank and its development into the Bank of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines;

R

The
strengthening
modernisation of the NIS;

R

The dramatic improvement in special areas such as those north of
the Dry River, North Leeward, and
in the Grenadines;

R

The delivery of a quality, machinereadable e-passport;

HOW TO CROSS THE CHASM, THE
DIVIDE?
“There is a veritable developmental chasm or divide in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines made manifest as a consequence of our nation’s
limitation of material resources, our historical legacy of
underdevelopment, the contemporary challenges of modern
globalisation and trade liberalisation, and our country’s extraordinary
vulnerability to natural disasters. This chasm or divide cannot be
crossed by taking ‘baby steps’ or by persons possessed of a debilitating
caution or ‘learned helplessness’. ‘Baby steps’, and an accompanying
damning pessimism, will condemn us to fall below the widening gorge.
This chasm or divide can only be crossed by bold leaps of faith and
reason, by applying one’s heart to wisdom, by trusting in our people’s
goodness and capacity, by creative ideas fashioned into implementable
practical programmes buttressed by an enduring love for the people
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Leading this venture is not for the
weak, the tired or the faint-hearted. It is leadership tried and tested,
proven in battle, and blessed by Almighty God for the tasks at hand
and those ahead which will ensure the shaping of our future together,
for the better!”
____The wise words of Comrade Ralph

OUR PEOPLE TRUST US TO
DELIVER ON THESE OUR
COMMITMENTS WITH
LOVE AND CARING
A. OPERATING THE ARGYLE
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Very soon the Argyle International Airport will become operational. We are
ensuring that all the “Is ” are dotted and
the “Ts ” crossed for its imminent opening. International and regional airlines
will fly in and out. All relevant managerial, operational and procedural systems
and personnel are either in place, or being put in place, for the take-off of the

Argyle International Airport. The construction of this international airport has
been an existential dream, come true.
The largest capital project ever in the history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
was conceptualised, fashioned, and constructed in the most extraordinarily creative way; some say it has been a miracle.
What all others thought was impossible
to be done, the ULP made it happen, and
gloriously so! In socio-economic terms
the Argyle International Airport is potentially a game-changer. Only a ULP government possesses the capacity to make
this work for the people of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines! The airport is not
merely for now, it is central to our future development!
Arrangements are in place or are underway for regular and charter airlines to fly
into and out of Argyle.

and
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ENERGY:
HYDRO, GEOTHERMAL AND SOLAR
—- POWERING SVG FOR LIVING AND
PRODUCTION
The steep increase in the cost of energy
since the year 2000 (from US $30 per barrel of crude oil in 2000 to US $148 in mid2008 and stabilising currently at around
US $60 per barrel) and the insecurity attendant upon the supply of fuel internationally, have caused immense socio-economic challenges to small-island development states like St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. The over-dependence on
expensive, imported fuel for electricity
generation has been a major developmental drawback for St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. A string of Energy Efficiency
(EE) measures have been initiated including those relating to energy-saving light
bulbs, LED street lights, electrical equipment, air condition systems, installations,
building codes and the like.
On the Renewable Energy (RE) front, the
quest to replace expensive imported diesel for electricity generation has gathered remarkable momentum. By the end
of 2018, it is expected that a renewable
mix of clean energy involving geother-
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mal, hydro, and solar, provide some 87
percent of the current peak demand for
electricity of 21 megawatts. On the basis of this price, geothermal development will save our country at least EC $35
million in foreign exchange.
The 12-megawatt geothermal development is to be financed by equity capital,
grants, and soft-loans. The actual area of
the geothermal resource to be exploited
through the present initiative is estimated at 60 megawatts, almost three
times our current peak demand. Possibilities exist, too, for the export of geothermal energy to St. Lucia and Barbados.
VINLEC will continue to be responsible
for the distribution and transmission of
electricity. It remains a steadfast policy
of the ULP government to keep VINLEC
in full state-ownership; it is not for sale
to private entrepreneurs, whether local
or foreign.

markedly foreign exchange outflows; reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and protecting the natural environment; and building and
operating the geothermal plant in
a safe manner;

R

R

Complete, in the interest of consumers,
the
ongoing
modernisation and expansion of
VINLEC, including the improvements in the hydro-plants, the facilitation of the expansion of solar
energy; and the build-out of distribution and transmission facilities
to accommodate the geothermal
development;
Operate fully the recently-constructed Hugo Chavez Fuel Storage

Facility at Lowmans Bay, a facility
of diesel, gasoline, aviation fuel,
and cooking gas storage.

R

Continue the partnership on the
delivery of diesel, cooking gas, and
other fuels with Venezuela under
the beneficial concessionary financing arrangements of Petro
Caribe.

R

Work closely as always with other
importers and distributors of energy products (diesel, gasoline,
kerosene, cooking gas) namely, Sol
and Rubis, to secure the best terms
for Vincentian consumers;

R

Continue to provide fiscal incentives on the importation of solar

In our fourth term, the ULP Government
will:

R

Proceed swiftly to develop geothermal energy, a potential gamechanger for our economy and society, in accordance with the following central objectives: Reducing and stabilising electricity
prices; providing a reliable supply
of electricity; increasing our national energy security; reducing
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R

Ensure that all Informal Human
Settlements are provided with
electricity to all homes so as to lift
electricity connections from
around 98 percent of households
to practically 100 percent.

R

Strengthen further the functioning of the Energy Unit and the National Energy Committee;

energy facilities/equipment and energysaving bulbs;

R

R

Continue to provide, through
VINLEC, especial relief on electricity prices for hoteliers, and volume
discounts for large business consumers of electricity;
Continue the Rural Electrification
and Street Lighting Programme;

R

Accelerate the training of
Vincentians in all areas touching
and concerning energy, including
personnel for solar and geothermal expansion.

for the city has been sketched; one overseas investor has already expressed a
firm interest in a many-sided commercial development on 20 acres of the land;
a World Bank-financed study has already
identified Arnos Vale as the preferred site
for the construction of a modern Acute
Referral Hospital; and a transport study
has advised that a tunnel under Cane Garden Pont is the most feasible and cost
effective additional entry, and exit, between Kingstown and Arnos Vale.

A MODERN CITY AT ARNOS VALE, UPGRADING
KINGSTOWN, MAKING CAMPDEN PARK A CITY:
Embracing Urban Development Fully
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R
urban development. The composite plan
is to build a modern city at Arnos Vale on
the 65 acres of land at the site of the E.T.
Joshua Airport, to upgrade and re-develop Kingstown significantly, and to
fashion Campden Park as the seventh city
in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

R

Work with the business community, civil society, and the people
of Campden Park to establish a seventh city at Campden Park with
appropriate state-private sectorcommunity governance arrangements;

R

Refurbish and further develop the
towns
of
Chateaubelair,
Barrouallie, Layou, Calliaqua, and
Georgetown; and main urban centres in Mespo, Bequia, Canouan,
and Union Island.

R

Restructure the Kingstown Board
to lift its effectiveness, and community involvement/governance.

Accordingly, in our fourth term, the ULP
government will:

R

The bulk of the population of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines resides between
Buccament on the west and Stubbs on
the east of St. Vincent. The nation’s major residential, commercial, tourism, fisheries, road transportation, health, administrative/ governmental, security, seaport, sporting and cultural facilities are
in this geographic belt. The impending
closure of the E.T. Joshua Airport at Arnos
Vale consequent upon the opening of
the Argyle International Airport creates
immense opportunities for integrated

owned properties (including those
recently destroyed by fire) and the
unfinished BAICO building adjoining, including car park facilities;
construct a Boardwalk, Cultural
Centre, and Modern Market Shops
in the area of “China Town” and the
waterfront; Renovate Little Tokyo;
and, generally, clean up Kingstown.

Elaborate further the plans to build
a modern city at Arnos Vale and the
most viable additional road transportation connection between it
and Kingstown, and to commence
the construction of this project;
Conduct an overall Re-Development Plan of Kingstown. In the
meantime active elements to be
implemented include: Rebuild and
develop the block of government-

In the case of the modern city at Arnos
Vale, a state-owned Arnos Vale Development Company has already been formed
to elaborate plans for the city’s development. A broad conceptual design frame
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In its fourth term, the ULP government
will:

MODERNISING OUR
SEAPORTS AND
UPGRADING OUR CRUISE
SHIP PIER:
The Lifeblood for our Trade in
Goods and Cruise Tourism

ü

ü

Embark, in conjunction with local
and overseas investors, the commercial development of the lands
currently occupied at Port
Kingstown, following the relocation;

R

Extend, modernise, and relocate
the Cruise Ship Pier to accommodate the large cruise ships and expand the Terminal facilities, at a
new location at Arnos Vale;

R

Build an upgraded port facility at
Canouan and repair/ reconstruct
the ports at Port Elizabeth, Bequia,
and at Clifton, Union Island;

R

Explore actively plans to build a
Cruise Ship Facility in North Leeward;

R

Utilise the Campden Park Container Port as a possible transhipment depot and ancillary facility
when the modernised, relocated
port is built;

Our main seaports and our Cruise Ship
Pier and Terminal are in urgent need for
modernisation and development.
Already, the ULP government has in hand
the first phase of a study to relocate Port
Kingstown to the western end of the city
close to Rose Place, and modernise it. The
second phase of the CDB-financed study
is currently looking at the Cruise Ship
Pier’s Relocation to Arnos Vale. Meanwhile, the SVG Port Authority is in discussions with potential overseas investors on the relocation and modernisation
of the Port and Cruise Ship Pier. Additionally, the government is in advanced
discussion with the Canouan Developers
to build a new port facility in Canouan.
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Conclude the plans for, and commence the construction of, a modern port to replace the existing
Port Kingstown;

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND JOB CREATION:
Increasing Wealth and
Putting People to Work
St. Vincent and the Grenadines is a small,
open, resource-challenged economy
with an historical legacy of underdevelopment, buffeted by the challenges of
globalisation and trade liberalisation, and
subject to the vagaries of severe natural
disasters at a time of global warming and
deleterious climate change. At the same
time, our country is possessed of possibilities and strengths which flow from an
industrious people, fertile soil, bountiful
seas, natural beauty, clean air, a peaceful
and democratic way of life, the rule of
law, the application of modern science
and technology, strong regional and in-

ternational ties of solidarity, our belief
in the supremacy of God and the freedom and dignity of man and woman in a
Caribbean civilisation of increasing nobility and quality.
Since 2008, St. Vincent and the Grenadines has been particularly badly hit by a
series of externally-sourced blows, including: The socio-economic fall-out
from the worst global economic depression of the last 100 years, lasting from
2008 until the present time; five adverse
weather events/natural disasters (2010 to
2014) occasioning economic loss and
damage amounting to more than onethird of Gross Domestic Product (GDP;
the adverse impact of the CLICO and
BAICO melt-downs; the shaking of confidence brought about by the weakening
of the indigenous banking sector in the
Eastern Caribbean Currency Union
(ECCU); and the huge increase in the price
of a barrel of imported oil. These are in
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tegic actions as advanced in this Manifesto.

addition to the virtual dismantling of the
preferential regime for our bananas in
Europe.
Despite all these blasts to our economy
from 2008, and continuing, economic
growth resumed in 2011, tepid at first,
then strengthening modestly in 2012 and
2013, before a marginal dip occurred in
2014 consequent upon the horrendous
natural disaster of December 2013. Economic growth has occurred in 2015, and
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
predicts an upswing of 3 percent growth
in 2016, and a continuing uptick thereafter. St. Vincent and the Grenadines has
undoubtedly been among the better
performers in the OECS, before and after 2008. Further our fiscal performance
has been far better than the OECS average. And our country’s financial sector
stability has been sound, and our indigenous bank, Bank of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines has been, and is, among the
better banking performers in the Currency Union.
Between 2001 and 2015, some 8,000 additional jobs have been created in our
economy even though the rate of unemployment still remains a major challenge,
demanding further structural and stra-
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It is this overall framework which the ULP
government has advanced in its SVG National Economic and Social Development
Plan, 2013 – 2025.
Under the central goal of Re-Engineering Economic Growth there are eleven
strategic objectives, namely:

R

Maintaining strong macro-economic fundamentals;

R

Maximising benefits through integration into the OECS Economic
Union, CSME, and the global
economy;

R

Boosting economic activity in the
construction sector;

R

Optimising the economic contribution made by ocean resources.

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS
In our fourth term, the target is to cre-

R
R

ate at least 9,000 jobs in five years. This
is realisable given the opening of the international airport; the geothermal development; the modern city at Arnos
Vale; the Port modernisation and extension of the Cruise Ship Pier; the major
tourism developments in Mt. Wynne/
Peter’s Hope, in Bequia, Canouan, Union
Island, Mayreau, and apartments for
medical schools’ students; the initiatives
in agriculture, fisheries, manufacturing,
ICT, assorted services, and construction;
the impact of the Education Revolution;
and the Public Sector Investment
Programme.

Revitalising the agricultural, fisheries, and manufacturing sectors;
Stimulating growth in the tourism
sector;

R

Developing the financial sector;

R

Enhancing the role of the private
sector in economic and social development in conjunction with the
state and cooperative sectors;

R

Attaining a strong and sustainable
external trade position;

R

Developing the information and
telecommunications services sector;

R

Enhancing production and competitiveness;
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PRIVATE SECTOR
DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND JOBS
No government in the history of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines has been as
supportive of the domestic private sector like the ULP government. Among the
business-friendly measures of our government have been:

R

R

R
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Reduction of the standard rate of
company tax and personal income
tax from 40 percent in 2001 to 32.5
percent in 2004. Only the global
economic crisis restrained us from
taking the rate in stages down to
25 – 27 percent;
Reduction of the standard rate of
company tax on tourism enterprises from 40 percent in 2001 to
30 percent in 2005 and to 20 percent from 2008;
Reduction of tax to 25 percent on
the chargeable income in relation
to the export of manufactured
commodities to CARICOM countries and to 15 percent to extraregional countries;

R

Increase in tax allowances for housing construction companies engaged in the building of housing
developments;

R

Provision of generous tax incentives or relief of all kinds for producers in agriculture, fisheries,
tourism, transportation, manufacturing, restaurants, telecommunications, shipping, construction,
small enterprises, among others;

R

Liberalisation of telecommunications to facilitate competition and
expansion of the businesses to the
benefit of the providers and consumers;

R

Ensuring an independent, fair, and
transparent tendering process in
the central government and public sector enterprises for building
contracts and the procurement of
goods and services;

R

Reduction of the number of commodities requiring import licences
and generally freeing up regional
and international trade;

R

Creation by government of eleven
vital institutions to facilitate businesses generally and in specific
sectors, namely, Centre for Enterprise Development, Invest SVG, the
Tourism Authority, Inputs Warehouse Company, the Banana Ser-

vices Unit, the Farmers’ Support
Company, the Commerce and Intellectual Property Department,
the National Centre for Technological Innovation (NCTI), the Financial Services Authority, the Financial Intelligence Unit, and the upgraded Bureau of Standards;

R

Instituting a bundle of reform measures to improve “Ease of Doing
Business” and providing a sound
investment/business climate.

In the ULP government’s fourth
term, we will:
R

Target a further reduction of the
standard rate of corporate and income tax from 32.5 percent to at
least 27 percent over the next five
years;

R

Work through the Currency Union
mechanisms to establish an Enterprise Fund and a Regional Development Bank for the OECS to
source credit facilities at competitive prices for start-up, business
expansion, working capital, and
private sector development generally;

R

Address further to improve, in
practical terms, each of the indicators/criteria in the World Bank’s
“Ease of Doing Business” Assessment;

R

Set up an Office of Private Sector
Development in the Ministry of
Economic Development to better
interface with businesses and their
representatives.
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R

OUR ECONOMIC PILLARS
(i) Agriculture: The Economic
Mainstay

R

Agriculture sustains the rural economy
and is still the largest single employer of
labour of any of the productive sectors,
outside of the state administration and
public enterprises.
In the BANANA SECTOR over the past 14
½ years, the ULP administration has massively supported the banana industry in
every material particular.
In its fourth term, the ULP government
will:

R

Implement the Banana Production
Plan within the context of the National Agricultural Plan;

R

Carry out an extensive repair/rebuilding programme for feeder
roads through BRAGSA and the
Ministry of Works;

R
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Commercialise the Tissue Culture
Lab at Orange Hill to facilitate exportation of planting material;

R

R

tion of agriculture in the areas of
root crops, fruits, vegetables, coconuts, plantains, condiments, cocoa, and coffee as elaborated in the
National Agricultural Plan;

Implement an agri-export strategy
initiative targeted at exporting agricultural commodities and fish
through the Argyle International
Airport;

R
Increase banana production by cultivating 2000 additional acres to the
existing 1000 acres. The most modern systems of production will be
utilised to maximise productivity in
order to restore substantial shipments to the United Kingdom and
to expand regional exports;

R

R
Strengthen the Banana Services
Unit and the fight against Black
Sigatoka and other infectious plant
diseases;

R
Make more resources available for
banana farmers through the Farmers’ Support Company.

Operate effectively the “Land Bank”
so as to attract young, prospective
farmers and other farmers into
leasing lands for farming;

R

Maintain our country’s self-sufficiency in pork and expand production further;

R

Work with ECGC to deliver quality
animal feed at the lowest price
possible;

R

Ensure that the state-owned Input
Warehouse Company serve farmers well with a reliable supply of
quality inputs at competitive
prices;

R

Make sure that non-banana agriculture gets its fair and sufficient
share of low-interest loans from
the Farmers’ Support Company;

R

Improve markedly the feeder
roads;

R

Work assiduously to stamp out
praedial larceny.

Enhance training for farmers and
farm-workers through the Agricultural Training Institute;
Deepen cooperation between the
Taiwanese Agricultural Mission, the
Ministry of Agriculture and farmers;
Develop further animal husbandly
and livestock production in cattle,
sheep, goats, and the poultry industry;

IN THE OTHER AREAS OF
AGRICULTURE (NON-BANANA), the
ULP government in its next term
will:
R

Maintain a viable arrowroot industry especially for the farmers in the
north east of St. Vincent;

R

Ensure the productive diversifica-
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R

R

(ii) FISHERIES: Nutrition, Jobs,
Wealth Creation
The fisheries sector contributes some 2
percent of the country’s Gross Domestic
Product and employs in excess of 2,000
persons. Over the last 14 ¾ years the ULP
government has been actively encouraging fisher folk to build up the industry
through a series of financial incentives
and practical supports, including the provision of low-cost loan funds to upgrade
the fishing fleet. Further, the upgrade
and modernisation of the Kingstown Fish
Market and other Fisheries’ Centres have
been beneficial to fisher folk and the industry. However, the Kingstown Fish
Market and the Fisheries Centres require
private sector investment and management to improve their operations.
Accordingly, the ULP administration will:

R

R
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Expedite efforts to attract the private sector management of, and
investment in, the Kingstown Fish
Market and the other Fisheries’
Centres;

R

Improve the standards in the industry to meet international regulatory standards.

revolutionise our tourism industry
and spur further investment in it;

R

Strengthen further the institutional capacity of the Fisheries Department.

(iii) TOURISM: The Transformational
Sector

R

Tourism has become the major economic
sector in St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
including a provider of quality jobs. The
global economic downturn, in recent
years, the rising cost of fuel, limited air
access, and expensive air travel have
caused a slow-down in some categories
of tourism arrivals, but overall the prospects are upbeat. St. Vincent and the
Grenadines as a tourism destination combines a wide admixture of quality products available for stay-over visitors,
yachting arrivals, cruise ship passengers,
excursionists, marine tourism, and nature/culture tourism.

R

Encourage, through practical incentives, more than ever the development of quality small hotels,
guest houses and apartments,
owned
and
managed
by
Vincentians;

dents at the four Medical Schools;
this student population is growing
annually;

R

Enhance existing efforts at marketing St. Vincent and the Grenadines
as a tourism destination through
the Tourism Authority, Invest SVG,
and the private sector;

Facilitate further foreign direct investment in quality hotels, resorts,
and tourism facilities at Mt. Wynne/
Peters’ Hope, in Bequia, Canouan,
Union Island, and Mayreau. The
Canouan Developers have resumed
the hotel/houses/villas development and the Marina and Real Estate development. The multi-million dollar (US $250 million) Mt.
Wynne/Peters’ Hope hotel development project is on its way. The
investment at Buccament Resort is
consolidating and expanding.

R

Facilitate the development of a
hotel and entertainment complex
at the proposed modern city at
Arnos Vale;

R

Build a board walk and Cultural
Centre at the Kingstown Waterfront;

R

Develop the Villa waterfront;

R

Ensure continued, and improved,
management of the Tobago Cays
and a host of other tourism sites;

Encourage further the development of apartments to accommodate the some 1,000 overseas stu-

R

Upgrade further the SVG Tourism
Authority so as to boost tourism
marketing and research.

In its fourth term, the ULP administration
will:

R
Provide further financial incentives
for the upgrade of the fishing fleet;

Encourage the development of an
industry for the processing of fish
and other marine products;

Commence the operation shortly
of the modern, historic Argyle International Airport which will
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market prospects, and sound management) for special assistance to move
these from “a cottage industry” status to
a more substantial manufacturing enterprise.

(iv) MANUFACTURING:
Building a Strong Manufacturing
Base, Finding a Niche
The manufacturing sector has expanded
over the last ten years despite challenges
of market size, relatively high cost of
energy and other inputs, and unfair trade
arrangements in some external markets.
The ULP government has worked assiduously with the manufacturing sector to
lift its local value-added, increase output
and value, and to create more jobs.
Expansion in manufacturing has been
evident in the production of beer, soft
drinks (including the revival of the Ju-C),
flour, rice, animal feed, wines, bread and
pastry, windows and roofing materials,
construction and quarrying materials,
furniture, assemblage of household appliances, agro-processing, fish-processing, water bottling, data processing,
clothing, ice-cream making, among other
commodities.
In our fourth term, the ULP government
will continue its push to target specific
manufacturing enterprises with a good
track record (quality product, favourable
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Our government will continue our quest
for high-end manufacturing, agro-processing, bottled water export, and products with a “Vincy” reputation/tradition.
The ULP government will continue, too,
its substantial fiscal and other incentives
to the manufacturing sector. Literally
dozens of new small-to-medium-sized
manufacturing enterprises have received
full fiscal incentives, and numerous existing enterprises have had the incentives and concessions renewed and extended. We will continue with our initiative to grant duty-free concessions for
raw materials and spare parts/equipment used in manufacturing in addition
to the standard pre-existing concessions
on start-up machinery.

stimulus, job creation, and production
linkages. In the next five years the ULP
has a massive PSIP to implement, including: Negotiated and available resources
immediately at hand amounting to over
EC $400 million to apply to roads, bridges,
river defences, sea defences; housing development through the government and
HLDC amounting to almost $10 million
annually; huge investments by VINLEC,
CWSA, National Properties, NIS (real estate development with GECCU); the startup of the construction of the modern
city at Arnos Vale, the relocation and
modernisation of Port Kingstown and
the Cruise Ship Pier and Terminal building; and the redevelopment of
Kingstown. All these public sector
projects (some with public-private partnership) amount to in excess of EC $1.5
billion dollars.

Further, massive private sector construction is already underway or will commence shortly in hotel/resort development on St. Vincent, Bequia, Canouan,
Union Island, Mayreau, and on-going in
Mustique. All this is in addition to private housing construction. More private
sector investment is slated, too, in quarrying.
Truly, extraordinary and diversified construction is ahead. Moreover, important
legacies of the construction of the Argyle International Airport are: Top-ofthe-line stone-crushing facilities, the asphalt and concrete batching plants, an
array of heavy-duty equipment, and
skilled technicians and professionals in
the field of construction. SVG is poised
for the greatest construction boom in
living memory!

(v) CONSTRUCTION:
A Significant Growth Industry
Historically, some ill-informed economists and policy-makers have tended to
sneer at the construction industry as a
“non-trading” sector as though its importance is entirely episodic to the
economy. In the case of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, this is a profound misreading of the centrality of the construction sector in providing an economic
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of knowledge parks and centres of
excellence;

(vi) INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES:
Linking the World, Enhancing an
Industry
The ULP administration, since 2001, has
had, as a major focus, the necessity and
desirability of the people of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines to access universally
the full range of competitively-priced
information and communications technologies and capabilities, and to apply
them daily for living, production, education, worship, entertainment, and social
interaction.

R

Encourage and support life-long
learning provided by distance education;

R

Continue to liberalise the telecommunications sector;

R

Establish a comprehensive e-government system to improve the
ease of use and accessibility of Government services.

These strategic interventions are designed to produce the following outcomes:

R

R

At least one computer in each
household, strengthened connectivity and ICT infrastructure, and
greater access to free WiFi services
through an increased number of
publicly accessible “Hot Spots” nationwide;

R

An increase in the range of business enterprises and entrepreneurs utilising modern information and communications technology, including cheaper, faster and
better quality internet facilities;

The ULP government has identified these
strategic interventions:

R

Strengthen the regulatory framework of the ICT sector;

R

Explore all opportunities offered
by developments in ICT, including
ICT-enabled businesses, content
creation, and viable Call Centres;

R
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Enhance inflows of technology
into the economy through the use

Highly
computer
literate
Vincentians, including advanced
ICT skills;

(vii) INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL SERVICES:
Securing a Niche for Quality Services
The ULP government has reformed the
International Financial Services (IFS) sector consonant with the evolving international standards and best practices.
The focus of our IFS jurisdiction is to build
a robust niche of quality services. Invest
SVG will, in conjunction with the private
sector providers, promote SVG as a quality, competitive IFS jurisdiction. Quality
jobs are available in this sector, including for professionals engaged in law, finance, management, and accounting.
Similarly, the ULP government will continue to enhance the development of al-

lied services, including the international
shipping services (locally through the
Ships Registry, and the offices of Maritime Administration in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines and overseas in Geneva).

(viii) INTERNATIONAL
MEDICAL SCHOOLS:
A Growing Business
There are currently four international
medical schools in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, namely: The Trinity School of
Medicine, All Saints Medical School, the
American University of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, and St. James Medical
School. As at September 2015, there were
1,000 students enrolled, almost all of
them being from overseas. And the numbers are growing!
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additional medical facilities for training
of medical (and nursing students).
The ULP administration is responsible for
bringing these four medical schools to
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, having
boldly and sensibly rejected the unreasonable demands of the pre-existing
Kingstown Medical College (250 students)
in 2007 in the negotiations for extending their arrangements.
These medical students (and their families and friends who visit) spend significant sums of money in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines to rent accommodation,
to buy food, and to pay for transportation, entertainment and incidentals. This
is a big multi-million dollar industry with
huge potential.
In a similar vein, the ULP government,
through the SVG Community College, has
signed an agreement with the government of Ecuador to teach Ecuadorian
teachers the English language. This is
another vital niche for educational tourism which the ULP government intends
to expand.
The imminent opening of the Medical
Complex at Georgetown and the construction and operation of three Polyclinics (Stubbs, Mespo, Buccament) will, in
conjunction with the Milton Cato Memorial Hospital, the proposed Acute Referral Hospital at Arnos Vale will provide
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Educational tourism is an area of economic activity which the ULP government will push even more assuredly in
its fourth term.

(ix) OTTLEY HALL:
Delivering Quality Ship-Repairing
Services

signed an agreement with a group of local and overseas investors under which
the Shipyard was leased to the private
investors, under very business-like terms
negotiated by the senior public servants.
As a result, the prospects for the facility
are good in terms of increased business
and jobs, and enhanced linkages with our
shipping and tourism industries.
In our fourth term, the ULP government
will monitor the agreement and ensure
more wealth and job creation for our
country.

CULTURAL INDUSTRIES:
Creating Jobs, Wealth, and an
Enhanced Spirit through Cultural
Creativity
The ULP government has been encouraging and facilitating the development
of cultural industries (music, soca, calypso, dance, drama, pan, painting and
sculpture, modelling, art and craft, architecture and designs, creative writing).

The NDP administration under Sir James
Mitchell built the Ottley Hall Shipyard and
Marina. The concept was sound but the
government and people of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines were ripped off so
extensively that the facility had incurred
a debt of nearly EC $200 million but it was
worth, in an arms’ length transaction, no
more than EC $10 million. In short, the
project was a failure!
The ULP administration secured, in 2007,
nearly EC $175 million in debt relief and
paid approximately EC $16 million to secure full ownership of the facility, inclusive of the lands. This was a huge victory
for the government and people of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.
From 2007 onwards, the ULP government
was seeking appropriate private sector
partners to operate this Shipyard Facility. A few months ago, our government

31
31

32

33

The objective has been, and is, to harness
and nurture the creativity of our people
and develop the economic potential of
the various forms of culture. Much
ground work has been laid; it is now to
harvest the benefits fully.
Our the next five years, we will pursue
the following Strategic Interventions:

R

Promote the continued production, marketing and distribution of
cultural products in a partnership
between the State, the creative
artists/artistes, the private sector,
and regional/international entities;

R

Facilitate the globalisation of the
Vincentian fashion industry;

R

Develop the local performing arts
as a vital form of cultural expression, and as a source of employment;

R

Create public institutional structures, including the strengthening
of copyright to enable the sustainable development of Vincentian
cultural industries.
The ULP government will appoint,
a Coordinator of Cultural Indus-
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tries, separate and distinct from
the Cultural Officers whose roles
are directed broadly to the development of culture.

POVERTY REDUCTION AND
THE QUEST FOR ZERO
HUNGER:
Making Lives Better for All
The ULP government has undoubtedly
been the most successful in our
country’s history in waging the war
against poverty and undernourishment.
Indeed, the Food and Agricultural
Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations
has honoured our country twice during
the life-time of the ULP administration
for its extraordinary achievements in reducing extreme poverty or indigence
(“dirt poor” poverty) and undernourishment to under 5 percent of the population.

Meanwhile the rate of direct taxation on
wages and salaries has fallen significantly:
The first $12,000 in wages/salaries was
not taxed in 2001; from 2009, no income
taxes are paid on the first $18,000. Further at the top end, the rate of income
tax has fallen from 40 percent to 32.5
percent.

social services. The ULP government will
simply accelerate its proven sound socioeconomic policies, its good governance
generally, and targeted interventions to
achieve Zero Hunger, Zero Poverty, Zero
Undernourishment in as practicable a
time-table as the optimal situation allows.

The ULP government has already opened
up a Parliamentary Front Towards Zero
Hunger and Poverty Reduction. We will,
in our fourth term, build upon the major
material advances in Employment, Increased Wages and Salaries, Lower Taxes,
income per head, food and nutrition,
housing, social welfare and social security, electricity, water, telecommunications, education, health and wellness, life
expectancy, citizen security, disaster preparedness and management, and other

TOWARD ZERO HUNGER,
ZERO POVERTY
The ULP government commits to achieving ZERO HUNGER before 2020 and the
Elimination of Extreme Poverty (“dirt
poor” poverty) by that date also. We are
committed to the goal of ending general
poverty, the goal of ZERO POVERTY, by
2030.

The wealth of the country also increased
significantly between 2001 and 2015: The
real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) stood
at EC $1.1 billion in 2001; by 2015, the real
GDP is estimated at over EC $2 billion.
Accordingly, real GDP per head of population has practically doubled from almost $10,000 in 2001 to over $20,000 in
2015.
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FISCAL POLICY:
Managing the Money with Prudence
and Enterprise
The ULP Government has demonstrated
its capacity, and a sense of responsibility
and balance, in managing the central
government finances in the face of the
worst global recession for 100 years and
multiple natural disasters, between 2008
and 2014. It has done so with prudence
and enterprise while standing firmly
against the dangerous and wrong idea
of austerity advocated by our political
opponents. Our government has kept
the public debt at manageable levels,
below 78 percent of Gross Domestic
Product, the lowest in the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU). We are
on target to reduce it to 60 percent of
GDP before 2030. Our borrowings have
been overwhelmingly on concessionary
terms and we have hardly incurred commercial debt. At the same time the government has implemented a hefty Public Sector Investment Programme (including the largest capital project ever
___ the Argyle International Airport), enhanced real wages and salaries in the
public sector, increased public sector
employment, expanded expenditure sig-
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nificantly in education, health, social
welfare, and citizen security. Simultaneously, our government has contained
an increase in taxation; indeed it has reduced the rate of personal income tax
and company tax. Unlike some other
ECCU member-countries, SVG has not
defaulted on its debt; it has paid its employees on time, and it has not retrenched workers.

THE EDUCATION
REVOLUTION:
For Living and Production
The ULP government has undoubtedly
transformed the delivery of education in
terms of access, spread, and quality
through a thorough-going Education
Revolution for Living and Production. In
the process it has altered immeasurably,
for the better, the lives of children,
young persons, adults, entire families,
and the nation as a whole. Never in the
history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
has any government emphasised the
education of its people as the ULP has
done since 2001.

jectives, namely: (i) Establishing even
more assuredly a well-managed, effective
and efficient education system that focuses on quality, relevance, living and
production; (ii) promoting further standards of excellence and professionalism
in the delivery of educational
programmes and services; and (iii) promoting further community involvement
and opportunities for continuing education throughout adulthood.

SOME STERLING PROMISES IN
EDUCATION – AT A GLANCE
R 100 percent access of quality early childhood education;
R Lift markedly the scores in Maths, Science, Technology,

R Enhance counselling and the provision of special support
services for students;

R Provide adequate transportation for students;
R Refresh the One-Laptop-Per-Student Programme;
R Keep the Economically-Disadvantaged Student Loan
Programme in place;

R Establish a School for Music and the Arts;
R Keep all educational institutions in good repair;
R Ensure that the terms and conditions of employment are
fair and reasonable in all the circumstances.

R Explore urgently the building and running of a competitively-

priced Students’ Hostel for particular categories of students
(students from out-lying geographical areas with financial
challenges);

English Language, Foreign Languages, and History at all
levels of education;

R Expand quality, universal access to all educational

R One college/university graduate per household by 2025;

R Expand quality post-secondary and tertiary educational

R Emphasise quality teaching and quality leadership in
schools;

R Strengthen financial support for students at all levels;
R Improve further the excellent school-feeding programme;

institutions.
access;

R Build-up the manpower needs in all critical areas.
R Implement overall the revised and updated National
Educational Sector Plan.

The Education Revolution has thus been
a spectacular success but, as always,
more still needs to be done.
During our fourth term, the ULP government will further direct the Educational
Revolution to achieve three central ob-
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS
REVOLUTION:
Quality Health Care for all in the
21st Century
The delivery of Health, Wellness, and Environmental Services has improved significantly over the past fifteen years of
the ULP government. We have repaired
or renovated 32 existing clinics; built and
equipped seven brand new and modern
clinics; installed adequately-supplied
pharmacies in all 39 clinics; built a modern polyclinic at Stubbs and currently
constructing two more (at Mespo and
Buccament); restructured/rebuilt the
Georgetown Hospital as a PAHO-designed
Smart Hospital; improved considerably
the delivery of health care and hospital
services at the Milton Cato Memorial Hospital (MCMH) despite the terrible legacy
left us there by the NDP; improved
greatly the delivery of pharmaceuticals
(90 percent of prescriptions filled in 2014
as against less than 70 percent in 2001);
rebuilt the MCMH, including a top-of-theline Paediatric Wing in conjunction with
the World Paediatric Project and the
Mustique Charitable Trust; making MCMH
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the centre for Paediatric (children) care
in the OECS; renovated substantially the
Mental Health Centre; integrated multiple Medical Missions, from overseas and
the service of professionals from the four
Medical Schools, into the national health
delivery system; curbed the epidemic of
HIV/AIDS; tackled aggressively the
Chronic Non-Communicable Diseases,
especially Hypertension, Diabetes, and
Cardiac diseases; drastically improved
public health, primary health care and
secondary health care facilities and specialities; lifted enormously the quality of
elderly care; enhanced hugely the delivery of quality water; ensured that garbage is collected and properly disposed
of nation-wide; beefed up the delivery of
tertiary health services locally and overseas through massive government assistance, to an extraordinary degree; and
enhanced training of health professionals of all kinds. Generally every facet of
health services is far better today than
in 2001. All the health indices have shown
improvements, but much more work
needs to be done.

operate in tandem with an upgraded and modernised Milton
Cato Memorial Hospital;

R

Operationalising shortly the wellequipped Modern Medical Complex at Georgetown;

R

Completing and Operationalising
the Polyclinics at Buccament and
Marriaqua;

R

R

Establishing, in light of the expansion of health delivery facilities, a
National Health Insurance Scheme
through the NIS;
Completing the construction of

several Doctors and Nurses Quarters at several locations over St.
Vincent and the Grenadines;

R

Enhancing the delivery of Mental
Health Care at the renovated Mental Health Centre and throughout
the health system;

R

Working closer than ever with the
OECS Pharmaceutical Procurement
Services so as to improve further
the delivery of pharmaceutical services run by the State;

R

Emphasising specialty medical and
health care for the elderly, children, and patients with cancer, car

This Manifesto highlights several priorities in Health, Wellness and the Environment over the next five years:

R

Building and equipping an at least
130-bed Modern Acute Referral
Hospital with relevant specialities
at the modern city in Arnos Vale to
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System to wage successfully the
war against “life-style” diseases;

R

Elaborating and implementing a
Patients’ Charter of Rights and Responsibilities;

R

Ensuring that the health system is
well-staffed by appropriate health
personnel: Doctors, nurses, dentists, pharmacists, technical health
specialists, and so forth;

R

Strengthening, and revamping, the
Hospital Management systems;

R

Improving further the ambulance
services;

R

Keeping the environment clean,
enforcing the environmental laws,
and enhancing solid waste management throughout St. Vincent
and the Grenadines;

R

Continuing to improve and build
upon the past 15 years advances in
public health; community, primary,
secondary and tertiary health care
services; and health delivery generally;

R

Expanding further the government assistance to persons seeking specialist tertiary health care
overseas which is unavailable locally;

diac, neurological, and renal ailments,
among others;

R

Waging the war in a focussed way
against Chronic Non-Communicable Diseases, various Infectious
Diseases, HIV/AIDS, and Violence/
Accidents;

R

Continuing the “Vision Now” Eye
Programme in conjunction with
the Cuban and Venezuelan governments;

R

R

Enhance further the Lives-to-Live
Project to better accommodate
persons who are mentally and
physically-challenged;

R

Rehabilitating the Lewis Punnett
Home and expand the Home-Helpfor-the-Elderly Programme;

R
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Introducing and making widely
available the treatment of patients
with diabetic ulcers with the tried
and tested Heberprot-P treatment
from Cuba;

Extending further and deepening
community health programmes,
health education, family life education, and the Health Information

HOUSING AND LANDS FOR
ALL:
Realising a Basic Human Right for
All
The ULP government has done a magnificent job in putting roofs over people’s
heads and in reaffirming gloriously, in
deed, our sincerely-held belief that access to affordable housing and building
lots constitute a basic human right. Our
housing policy has been made manifest
through several initiatives: The Low-Income, Middle-Income, and No-Income
Housing Programme; the Lives-to-Live
Housing Programme; the Housing Materials’ Distribution Programme; the 100percent mortgage programme for public servants; the provision of additional

tax concessions to private sector builders of housing estates; the revamping of
the Housing and Land Development Corporation (HLDC) to better implement our
housing policy; the cleaning-up of the
mess which the NDP left at Gibson Corner and Diamond (Colonial Homes); the
facilitation of the secondary mortgage
market; the structured development of
Informal Human Settlements; the elaboration into law of a sensible building
code; the strengthening and expedition
of the process for approval of building
plans by the Physical Planning Department; the facilitation of the rescue of the
SVG Building and Loan Association; the
strengthening of the indigenous banking sector; the practical on-going support to credit unions.
Accompanying our housing policy has
been the allied policy of “turning dead
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property into live property” through several means: The enactment and
operationalisation of the Possessory
Titles Bill which has been delivering cast
iron land titles to those who have been
in “adverse possession” of land for 12 or
more years; the selling of State lands to
people for as low as 10-cents per square
foot; the refunding of excess monies paid
by purchasers of State owned lands; the
significant reduction of interest on arrears’ payments for State-owned lands
from 8 percent to 3 percent and for a
maximum of 5 years’ interest payments;
the strengthening of the Lands and Surveys Department; the computerisation of
the Lands Registry for much easier title
searches and land registration; and the
establishment of National Properties to
facilitate real estate commercial development on certain State-owned lands.
Over the almost 15 years of the ULP administration, over EC $500 million in value
has been added directly through our
housing and lands policy. This is an impressive achievement; our ULP Housing
and Lands Policy is hailed as a best practice in the Caribbean.
In our fourth term, the ULP government
will expand, deepen and accelerate its
work in the area of Housing, Lands, Land
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Surveying and Physical Planning. We will
complete fully the Green Hill and Clare
Valley Housing Settlements; develop further in an orderly manner the Informal
Human Settlements and build others;
develop and facilitate the provision of
locally-sourced building materials; keep
import duties at modest levels for imported building materials particularly
from CARICOM; facilitate further the NIS
and GECCU in their multi-million partnership to develop nearly 60 acres of land at
Peter’s Hope for middle-income housing
development; continue all the existing
programmes of the HLDC and the Ministry of Housing and Lands, including the
distribution of building materials to the
poor and needy; implement fully the National Lands Policy; train more technical
persons in every aspect of housing and
land development; strengthen further
the institutional capacity of HLDC, Physical Planning Department, Ministry of
Housing, Surveys Department, and National Properties to better deliver their
functions; and work ever more assiduously with the commercial and other
banks, credit unions, Building and Loan
Association, the regional Home Mortgage
Bank, and the private sector in the provision of better and more housing at
competitive prices.

PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS,
BRIDGES:
The Unfolding of Unprecedented
Work to Better Link Our Country
The ULP Government has repaired, rebuilt, and built far more miles of roads
(main, village/community, feeder roads)
than any government in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. Still there is much more
to be done in this regard to rebuild/repair those roads, particularly secondary
roads and feeder roads, nation-wide
which are in a state of disrepair. It is an
every-growing costly exercise in a country with a mountainous terrain, heavy
rainfall, hitherto ill-constructed roads,

increased heavy-duty traffic, and a neglect of feeder roads and several village
roads/bridges by the NDP over their 17
years in office.
Since 2001, the ULP government has
implemented major public works
programmes including rebuilding the
entire Windward Highway from Richmond Hill to Fancy; constructing the
Bridge over the Rabacca Dry River; the
rehabilitation of the Vigie Highway; the
rebuilding currently of the South Leeward Highway; (Hospital Road to Layou
Post Office); the Layou waterfront and
other major sea and river defences; rebuilding over a dozen major bridges and
currently rebuilding more; and repairing/
rebuilding dozens of miles of village
roads and feeder roads.

Never in the history of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines has there been such a
fantastic policy for housing and lands!
ULP will continue its excellent work in
this regard!
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R

Over the next five years, the ULP administration will:

R

R

R
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Implement: (i) the EC $110 million
programme financed by soft loans
from the World Bank for roads,
bridges, sea and river defences
under the Regional Disaster Vulnerability Rehabilitation Project; (ii)
the $62 million soft-loans from the
CDB for similar physical works connected to the recent natural disasters; (iii) the $24 million dollar grant
from the European Union for roads
and bridges consequent upon the
2013 natural disaster; (iv) the $13.5
million grant from Mexico to build
the brides and river defences in
Spring (Leeward); (v) the $30 million
feeder road and village road
programme under the 11th EDF financed by a grant from the European Union;
Implement the EC $80 million
feeder Road Rehabilitation
Programme through soft-loans
from a consortium of funding entities in the Middle East;
Continue to rebuild the South Leeward Highway

Implement a component of the
Banana Accompanying Measures
(BAM) for feeder road development of $8 million through grant
funding from the European Union;

R

Resurface the deteriorating sections on the main access/travelling
roadways (including Layou to
FitzHughes), and correct the dangerous roadways in North Leeward. (Resources exist under the
RDVRP for this latter purpose); the
technical preparatory work is already underway;

R

Explore actively the feasibility of a
tunnel under Cane Garden point,
linking Arnos Vale to the area of the
Cruise Ship Terminal; technical preparatory work is already being
done;

R

Pursue the completion, in stages,
of the Cross Country Road;

R

Train more professionals in the
technical areas touching and concerning the construction of roads,
bridges, river and sea defences;

R

Develop, and implement, a comprehensive Road Traffic Plan, especially in and out of Kingstown;

R

Facilitate the streamlining and improvement of the public transport
system.

A MAJOR LEGACY FOR ROAD
CONSTRUCTION OF THE ARGYLE
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
The Government owns three top-of-theline plants at Argyle: The Stone-Crushing
Plan; the Asphalt Plant; and the Concrete
Batching Plant. Additionally, there are
several items of heavy-duty vehicles and
equipment to be used in the road construction programmes. These are a major legacy of our airport development.
Our nation is poised for the largest road
and bridge construction, river and sea
defence rehabilitation in the history of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Only the
ULP can achieve this!

ENSURING ROAD SAFETY
The number of motor vehicles on the

roads in St. Vincent and the Grenadines
has increased from almost 8,000 in 2001
to over 24,000 today! This fact plus careless and reckless driving by some drivers
have compromised road safety.
Correctives are thus urgently required.
As soon as the ULP government is reelected, a comprehensive package of
road safety measures would be further
implemented in addition to those currently in place. This package will include:
More, and better, all-round training of
drivers; better-maintained vehicles; an
updated and modern Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic Law; more diligent policing
and implementation of the road traffic
law and regulations; and an improved
road network. The minibus operators
must be made to lift their game by way
of their own improvements and by regulation.
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MAJOR ROADS AND
COASTAL DEFENCE
PROJECTS
Below is a summary of the Major Roads,
“Special Feeder Roads/Village Roads
Project”, and Coastal Defence Projects
for which the ULP government has already secured funding for implementation in the period 2016-2020. These
projects amount in the aggregate to over
EC $400 million. In addition, here are several other capital road projects, including village roads, through the Ministry of
Works, and repair/rehabilitation of roads,
not listed here, to be carried out by
BRAGSA.
Location of RRoads/Br
oads/Br
idg
es
oads/Bridg
idges
Cottage Village
Roway Mountain
Bower Mountain
London Jack Hill
Perseverance Mountain
O’Briens Valley Bridge
Perseverance Road Bridges #1
North Windward Coast Road - Noel
North Windward Coast Road - Tourama
North Windward Coast Road - Overland
Old Sandy Bay Village
Orange Hill Village
Caratal River Defense
Overland - School road
Chilli - O’Briens Valley
Langley Park Estate
God Save the Queen River Defenses
Windward Coast Road - London Bridge
Colonaire Estate
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Im
plement
ation PPer
er
iod
Implement
plementation
eriod
2015 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2015 - 2016
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2017 -2018
2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2015 - 2016
2017 - 2018
2017 -2018
2015 - 2016
2015 - 2016
2017 - 2018

South Rivers - Jarvis
South Rivers - Old Road
Fireburn road
Yarabaqua River Defense
Byera River Bridge
Grand Sable River Bridge
Congo Valley Road Bridge #1
Congo Valley Road Bridge #2
Fergusson Mountain road
Grace Field
Member Feeder
River Defenses - Union Market
Livel y road
Sans Souci Feeder Road
Windward Highway at Mt. Greenan - Slope Stabilization
Mesopotamia Road - Greggs to North U nion
Lauders - Chapmans
Carapan Village Road
Vigie Highway - Yambou to Peruvian vale
River Defenses - Laurders
Calder Main
Go-Cool road
Spring
Akers road
Vigie Highway - Ginger Village
Vigie Highway (La Croix - Yambou)
Bridge @ Red Dawg Garage
River Training - Teviot, Zenga & Yambou River Bridges
River Defenses - Yambou River at Collins
Vigie Highway - Glenside Slope stabilization
Carriere Village Road - River Defenses
Tangine Feeder Road
Teviot & Zenga River Defenses
Montreal/Mc Millan road
Gurley corner (R’land Park)
Mesopotamia Road at Maroon Hill - Slope stabilization
Carriere Mountain
Mongoya Village (R’land Park)
Brighton Salt Pond
Fair Hall
Enhams
Eire hill
Belair Village
Gomea Road
Vigie highway - (Belmont - Fountain)
Fenton Mountain Bridges (2 No) & River Fords (# No)
Cart road
Paget Farm road and sea defenses
Ashton-Clifton road and sea defences
Arnos Vale Plan
South River Middle Street Bridge
South River Defenses (Girls High School - Murrays Village)
Edinboro
Fort Charlotte (Draw) Bridge
North River - Bay St. Bridge
Dandrade

2015 - 2016
2015 - 2016
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2015 - 2016
2015 -2016
2015 - 2016
2018 - 2019
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2018 - 2019
2018 - 2019
2017 - 2018
2015 - 2016
2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2017 -2018
2017 - 2018
2018 - 2019
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2017 - 2018
2018 - 2019
2015 - 2016
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2018 - 2019
2018 - 2019
2016
2017 -2018
2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2016 - 2017
2017 - 2018
2018 - 2020
2017 - 2018
2018 - 2019
2017 - 2018

Gaskin/Gaskil
Buccament Village River Defence and drainage Project
Buccamanet River Defence Project
Palmiste Mountain
Kingstown-Layou
Rose Hall Feeder Road
Troumaca English Gutter - Slope Stabilization
Troumaca German Gutter - Slope Stabilization
North Leeward Highway - Dark View Realignment
North Leeward Coast Road -Dark View Realignment
North Leeward Coast Road -Coull’s Hill Improvement
Spring Village Bridge & River Defences
Coull’s Hill – Belmont Longline Road
Rose Hall Antoine Mt.
Rose Hall Copeland Mountain
Fitz-Hughes Lettwood
Golden Grove Road
Feeder Roads(all over SVG – not yet detailed)

2016 - 2017
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2016 -2017
2015-2017
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2018-2019
2018-2019
2016 - 2018
2016-2017
2017-2018
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2017-2019

COAS
ASTTAL PR
PROOTECTION
LOC
OCAATION
New Sandy Bay Village Phase IPhase II
20172017 – 2018
Georgetown Coastal Defence(3 phases)

IMPLEMENT
IMPLEMENTAATION PERIOD
2016
–
2018 – 2020

Belle Vue Coastal Defence

2017 – 2018

Sans Souci Coastal Defence

2018 – 2020

Shipping Bay Coastal Defence
Villa Beach Restoration Project
Dark View Coastal Defence

2017-2019
2016 - 2017
2016 – 2017

Reconstruction of ChateaubelairJetty

2016 – 2017

COMPREHENSIVE DISASTER
MANAGEMENT:
Saving Lives and Property, Building
Resilience in an Era of Climate
Change
Before the ULP government came to office in 2001, there was hardly any institutional or legislative mechanisms to address disaster preparedness and management. There was a one-man, middlelevel office which doubled up as Local
Government Officer/Disaster Preparedness Officer. It is the ULP government
which established the National Emergency Management Officer (NEMO), inclusive of its permanent, well-staffed Secretariat/Headquarters. In the process,
our government built out, in practice, a
many-sided strategy for comprehensive
disaster management. Highly-trained
professionals in this field lead NEMO as

2017 - 2018
2016 - 2017
2017 - 2018
2017 - 2018
2018 - 2019
2018 - 2019
2016 - 2017
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they interface in an on-going way with
the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management (CDEMA).
This Comprehensive Disaster Management Strategy (CDMS) focuses on five
main outcomes over the next five years:
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R

Reduced vulnerability of coastal
zones, rivers/ watersheds, public
infrastructure and assets using risk
management approaches which
include climate change considerations;

R

Improved comprehensive disaster
management, legislative and
policy environment interventions
through the leadership of priority
sectors/ministries/ departments;

R

Improved community resilience to
hazard;

R

Improved disaster risk management planning in priority sectors;

R

Improved national response and
early recovery, supported by effective warming systems.

CLIMATE CHANGE:

WATER:

AN EXISTENTIAL ISSUE FOR ST.
VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Our Lifeblood

Global Climate Change is creating immense challenges, and in many instances
causing havoc, to Mother Earth and her
inhabitants. St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and other Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), contribute very little to global warming yet we are on the frontline
of the very damaging consequences of
climate change. To St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Climate Change is an existential issue which goes to the heart of our
very existence as a country. For this very
reason, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
the OECS and CARICOM are at the forefront internationally in championing the
cause of SIDS, in seeking to ensure the
arresting of harmful climate change and
the prodding of developed countries and
those emerging economies which are
largely responsible for “man-made” climate change to embrace meaningful “climate change” goals and to provide a sufficiency of resources to SIDS for adaptation and mitigation. The Conference of
Parties (COP) 21 to be held in Paris in December 2015 within the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) is a vital staging post in
the quest to adopt and implement a legally-binding agreement in combating
climate change.

It is generally accepted, regionally and
globally, that St. Vincent has the best
delivery of quality water to all its people
at the lowest price in the entire Caribbean. St. Vincent itself has one of the best
water supply systems in the world. In
2001, quality pipe-borne water was available to some 70 percent of the households in St. Vincent; today, some 98 percent of the households have pipe-borne
water directly to them; and the coverage, through public-private delivery systems, in the Grenadines is practically universal.

Among the achievements over the last
15 years include the construction of the
Dallaway Water Project; the construction
of the Windward Water Project; completion of the water Treatment Plant at
Majorca; upgrading every single water
catchment facility and water distribution
network, including its connectivity; improving vastly the delivery of water to
the Grenadines; built a storage tank at
Kelbourney; built an extended pipeline
at Layou; rehabilitated swiftly the water
delivery system after the Christmas Eve
Storm; provided water for the first time
to several elevated areas and many informal human settlements; removed the
water-meter charge of $16 for consumers who are 65 years of age and are on
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THE FAMILY AND SOCIETY:
public assistance; and strengthened the
CWSA so as to ensure its enhanced efficiency.
Among other practical outcomes, our
government will build another storage
facility in Vermont to bolster water delivery in that area, including to
Buccament Resorts; ensure ample delivery of water to the proposed NIS-GECCU
housing estate development at Peter’s
Hope, and the huge US$250 million hotel
resort development at Mt. WynnePeter’s Hope; markedly enhance the delivery of quality water to the Grenadines;
provide further professional and technical training in all disciplines relating to
the delivery of water; and push to
achieve 100 percent access to quality
water supply directly to all households.
As regards the collection and disposal of
solid waste, since 2001, CWSA has performed extremely well, nation-wide. The
Diamond and Belle Isle Land-Fills are functioning well; so, too, garbage collection
in every area of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. In the Grenadines, garbage collection and disposal have been enhanced
markedly; between now and 2020, more
advanced systems would be installed in
Bequia, Union, and Canouan.
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Focussing on Uplifting Children,
Women, Parents and Males-at-Risk
The family is the single most important
institution in the society. A central plank
of the ULP government has always been
to empower the family, to strengthen its
bonds of solidarity, and to uplift it. In
the family, and society, children, women,
teenagers, persons-with-disabilities, the
bread-winners, males-at-risk, and parents are our especial focus. Our government does not pit women against men
or vice versa or pull-down young people
or encourage “tug-a-war” between various family members. Despite human
challenges, our government encourages
and facilitates families to stay together;
we accept the precept, too, that “the
family that prays together, stays together”.

R

Broaden and deepen further the
Community Poverty Alleviation
Programme;

R
R
R

R

Work jointly with the Ministries of
Housing and Health on the full
implementation of “the Lives to
Live” Programme;

Expand further the Children
Against Poverty Programme;

R

Rebuild the Liberty Lodge Boys’
Training Centre;

Enhance the operation of the Crisis Centre for Women and Children;

R

Implement all dimensions of the
Juveniles Justice Project in conjunction with the Ministry of Legal
Affairs and the Police;

R

Work closely with the Ministry of
Education on the educational development of students, especially
those with “family” and personal
social challenges;

Strengthen the implementation of
the comprehensive policy in respect of “gender affairs”, including
“teen mothers”, young boys and
girls at risk, “street children”, foster children, women (especially
vulnerable ones), and young men;

Over the next five years, the ULP administration will:

R

Enact and implement fully the array of “family” legislation including
those regarding children (adoption
and care), and Domestic Violence;
several of these legislative reforms
have already been passed in Parliament;
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programmes, inclusive of coordination with the NIS;

THE ELDERLY:
R
R

R

R

R
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Strengthen further the HomeHelp-for-the-Elderly Programme;
Adopt and implement all relevant
international conventions regarding Women, Children, the Protection of the Elderly, and Persons
with Disabilities;
Ensure that all persons who are
disabled be guaranteed the full
enjoyment of the rights vouchsafed for all other persons, without discrimination or diminution
on the grounds of their disablement; this guarantee includes,
within the context of the available
resources, access on an equal basis to all amenities and facilities
that are made available to the rest
of the general population;
Work ever more closely with all civil
society organisations with which
the Ministry interfaces on subjects
within its remit;
Strengthen further the safety net
arrangements including the delivery of the programmes for Public
Assistance and other targeted welfare/social
development

Protection, Love and Caring
The elderly amount to 12.6 percent of the
population and represent a doubling of
the elderly population over the last 40
years. Persons are living and working
much longer than before. The average
life-span of a Vincentian male at birth is
now 74 years and that of a woman is 75
years. All of this has profound implications, among other things, for social
policy, retirement benefits and social
security, health issues, and the economy.
The ULP government recognises the condition, nature, and status of the elderly;
our government has as a central focus,
the protection, appropriate employment, love, and caring of the elderly.
Since 2001, the ULP government has
worked well for the elderly; indeed, our
government speaks for, and with, the
elderly when no other political or social
entity does so at all or to quite the same
extent.

R

R

Build two more Golden Years Centres: One in Kingstown; the other
in Marriaqua;

R
Increase payments to recipients
under the Non-Contributory NIS
programmes and Public Assistance
by at least $50 monthly over the
next five years, starting with an increase of $25 in January 2016;

R

Train more persons in the area of
elderly care;

R

Make sure that the pension benefits of elderly persons are protected through a stable currency,
low-to-moderate inflation, and appropriate fiscal measures;

R

the state-pension and NIS arrangements accordingly;

Extend the period for optimal retirement for workers and reform

Emphasise “citizen security” for
elderly persons through the Rapid
Response Unit (RRU) of the Police
Force;

EMPOWERING THE
WORKING PEOPLE:
Dignity, Just Rewards for Labour,
Protection and Equity
The ULP government has undoubtedly
been a government of, and for, the working people and the nation as a whole. Our
government has addressed the condition
of life of the working people and empowered them, and their children, as no gov

Over the next five years, the ULP government will:

R

Renovate extensively the Lewis
Punnett Home; this is a priority;
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ernment has done in our history. Among
our outstanding achievements in these
respects have been: Payment of $3 million in severance payments to some 1,000
former estate workers at Rabacca,
Wallilabou, and Fitz Hughes, who were
denied payment by the NDP government
for over 17 years; payment of severance
monies similarly to distressed workers
at the Banana Growers’ Association, Sanitation, Diamond Dairy, Belle Vue Arrowroot Factory, among others; minimum
wage increases for all categories of workers on three occasions, and now a fourth
is in train; payment between 2001 and
2011, inclusive, of hefty annual salary and
wage increases, bonuses, and “reclassification monies” for public servants,
teachers, nurses, police officers, and
other established government employees amounting to in excess of 40 percent
real salary/wage increases; recently
awarding salary/wage increases for all
central government employees for 2015
and 2016; maintaining the payment of
annual, average increments on salaries of
around 2 percent for established public
servants; providing on four occasions
substantial increases, in the aggregate,
of all NIS benefits; reduction in direct
taxation on income earners at the top
and bottom rates; funding, from January 2003 going backwards, the employ-
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ees’ pension at the former state-owned
National Commercial Bank up to 15 years
arrears at a cost of $2 million; making
nursing assistants pensionable from October 27, 2015; strengthening severance
pay and protection of employment laws;
the removal of the criminal sanction from
public servants on their freedom of
speech; the creation of some 8,000 jobs
since 2001, despite the horrible global
economic depression 2008, and continuing; the increase in the average Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) from below
$10,000 to some $20,000 annually; the initiatives of the Youth Empowerment
Programme (YES) and Support for Employment
and
Training
(SET)
programmes; the multiple special employment public works programmes annually, at unprecedented levels; the 100
percent housing-mortgage programme
for public servants; facilitating deeper
participation of the working people in
national governance; and the enhanced
benefits for the working people, and
their children, from a bundle of government programmes including housing,
education, disaster preparedness, citizen
security, sports, culture, and social services generally.

sectors; enhance job creation as economic growth picks up through the general workings of the economy and the
specially –targeted interventions; reducing the rate of taxation on personal income; further modernisation of the
labour and social protection laws in the
interest of the working people, including the occupational and health safety
laws; and the consequential revamping
of the institutional arrangements at the
Labour Department; continuing to pursue socio-economic policies which create jobs, increase wealth, ensure equity
and strengthen the social safety net, including the reform of the arrangements
for public servants’ retirement benefits
to better protect them into the future.

As our vision, philosophy, policies,
programmes, and historical performances show, we are A LABOUR GOVERNMENT!

YOUTH, SPORTS, CULTURE:
Let the Youth Soar Like Eagles With
Wings Unclipped
Our Youth Manifesto, published separately, will highlight our vision, policies,
and programmes for young people, our
unique culture as part of our wider Caribbean civilisation, and our sporting future.

In our next term, the ULP government
will in January 2016 pay a salary/wage increase and enhanced allowances to central government employees; increase
further minimum wages for all categories of workers in the public and private
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GOOD GOVERNANCE:
Among the Best in the World
The ULP government has had a distinguished record of good governance; this
fact is widely-recognised nationally, regionally, and internationally. Indeed, our
good governance performance has been
acclaimed by the United Kingdom and
American governments, the European
Union, the World Bank, Freedom House,
Transparency International, the Commonwealth Secretariat, the United Nations and its many agencies, the Financial Action Task Force, and the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD), on governance
matters such as economic and political
freedoms; democracy; judicial independence; respect for human rights; quality
policing; anti-money laundering; political hygiene and anti-corruption; free and
fair elections; participatory governance
and civil society involvement; freedom of
the press; protection of women, children, and indigenous peoples; defence
of the poor and the marginalised; and
non-discrimination on grounds of
ethnicity, sex, political opinions, and religion.
Since 2001, the ULP government has em-
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barked on the Reform of the Public Service and State Administration;
Modernisation of the Police Force; enhanced workings of the Parliament, including its live broadcasting on radio and
television; strengthening financial administration and audit; ensured that the
tendering process for the procurement
of goods and services and the award of
building contracts are open, transparent
and competitive; stopped the misuse and
abuse of government vehicles by ministers; made highly successful efforts in
stamping out official corruption and
waste of government’s resources; stood
steadfast against political victimisation;
ceased the immoral and illegal practice
of selling State lands at knock-down
prices to government ministers and their
friends in high places; built a culture of
political hygiene; enhanced popular consultation on public policies; and ensured
the maintenance of the independence
and quality of the Judiciary and Magistracy.

in the maintenance and promotion
of democracy and freedom;

R

Pursuing the quest of implementing the highest international standards and best practices in good
governance;

R

Reforming the public service and
further strengthening financial
administration, including audit
functions;

R

Reforming, modernising and making more efficient and accountable public enterprises.

Overall, in our fourth term, the ULP government in uplifting “good governance”
will pursue the following strategic objectives:

R

Lifting the quality and independence of the judicial and legal system and to enhance confidence in
it;

R

Enhancing the role of civil society
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a modern system of land titling and registration!

JUSTICE, LAW, ORDER
AND CITIZEN SECURITY
The ULP government has been, and is,
committed to ensuring the delivery of
the highest quality of justice, maintaining and promoting law and order, and
bolstering to the fullest the security and
safety of our citizens.

(i) Fighting Crime and Delivering
Justice in the Courts
In our fourth term, the ULP government
will consolidate and extend all this excellent work. Specifically, we will build a
modern Hall of Justice; further reform
the criminal law and procedure; provide
more modern and improved facilities for
all the Law Courts; ensure the speeding
up of civil and criminal trials; legislate to
protect
clients
from
lawyers’
misbehaviour and unprofessional conduct in the handling of the clients’ legal
work, their monies and other property;
engage in public consultations of the
reform of marijuana laws particularly in
respect of medical marijuana in conjunction with the Regional Marijuana Commission of CARICOM; and putting in place
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(ii) The Police and Security Forces:
Strengthening the Frontline Against
Crime
A modern, efficient Police Force, including the Coast Guard, and allied institutions of quality, are the front-line against
crime. It is widely-acknowledged, inside
and outside the Police Force, at home
and abroad, that no government in the
history of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
has spent the extent of resources and
effort, as the ULP administration has
done, in building the Police Force (inclusive of the Coast Guard, and Fire Services)
into a highly professional unit.

R

Strengthen further airport and
seaport security;

R

Work closely on civil aviation matters, including security, with the
Eastern Caribbean Civil Aviation
Authority;

R

Acquire more and better-equipped
Coast Guard vessels/Interceptor
Boats, including two before the
end of December 2015 from the US
Government’s Caribbean Basin Security Initiative;

R

Continue to improve markedly the
salary, allowances, and working

conditions of the Police Force;
there will be a pay increase from
January 2016;

R

Ensure that promotion in the Police Force is done on merit and not
“friend-friend” connections to senior police officers or supposed
political patrons;

R

Continue to promote the public
policy of non-discrimination in accord with the requisites of the
Constitution of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and a modern Police
Force. Concomitantly, a climate
free of partisan political bickering
must be engendered by the Police
Officers themselves.

In the ULP’s fourth term in government,
we will:

R

Continue the programme of building modern Police Stations and
renovating/refurbishing/ repairing
others;

R

Enhance further the training and
educational opportunities for police personnel;

R

Ensure that the Fire Service is sufficiently upgraded in every respect
to execute its mandates at the Argyle International Airport, and elsewhere;
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R

Building a Learning Resource Centre in Bequia;

R

Renovating/upgrading further the
Fisheries Centres in Bequia,
Canouan and Union Island;

THE GRENADINES:
Our Especial Jewels
Although the Grenadines have not as yet
accorded the ULP the honour of representing them in Parliament, the ULP government has embraced the Grenadines
as the especial jewels of our nation and
has accordingly implemented public sector projects galore in these our beautiful treasures.

R

Upgrading the delivery of health
care on Mayreau;

R

Renovating/rehabilitating the road
network in the Grenadine Islands;

R

Implementing the modern solid
waste project in the Grenadines;

R

Building a modern wharf facility in
Canouan;

In the ULP’s fourth term, we will build
upon this impressive list of achievements
by:

R

Constructing a modern market facility in Canouan;

R

R

Strengthening participatory democracy through effective Local
Government in the Grenadine islands.

Working closely with local and foreign investors in even more hotel/
tourism development in each of
the Grenadine islands. Hotel and
tourism development/expansion is
slated for several sites amounting
to hundreds of millions of dollars;

R

Providing more housing lots at affordable prices to the “native” islanders in the Grenadines;

R

Building a secondary school in
Canouan;

ers locally, regionally, and internationally,
that St. Vincent and the Grenadines has
a bold, principled, creative, and wellgrounded foreign policy with the interest of our country at its core. Never in
our country’s history has there been as
pro-active and beneficial a foreign policy
as that practised by the ULP government.
We are friends of all and satellites of
none. The central purpose of our foreign
policy has been to enhance our nation’s
capacity to address more efficaciously,
more compellingly, its external environment in the interest of our nation. Indeed, it is our foreign policy, for example,
which has been the fulcrum around
which our achievement, in constructing
the Argyle International Airport has re-

volved; in the execution of our extensive
public sector investment programme;
and our programme for non-Caribbean
tertiary education for our students.
In our fourth term, the ULP government
will build upon its excellent foreign policy
foundation and further, will:

R

Strengthen relations with our traditional allies and our array of more
recent close friends and partners
without in any way occasioning any
unprincipled discordance. The European Union, the USA, UK, Canada,
Taiwan, Cuba, Venezuela, Mexico,
Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador, India,
Africa (especially South Africa,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Ghana,

FOREIGN POLICY:
Making Friends, Not Enemies so as
to foster peace, international
development, and the interest of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines
It is recognised by all objective observ-
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member of the UN Security Council for the 2019 – 2021 period. If
successful, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines would be the smallest
country ever to sit on the UN Security Council;

Nigeria, the African Union) and several
Middle Eastern countries have
been our very strong partners;

R

R

Make regional integration in the
OECS, CARICOM, the Association of
Caribbean States (ACS), and the
Community of States of Latin
American and the Caribbean
(CELAC) the bedrock of our foreign
policy.
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Continue to put national/citizen
security concerns and the fight
against international terrorism at
the heart of our foreign policy;

R

Establish diplomatic relations with
yet more countries throughout
the world to better protect our
nation’s interests particularly in
migration (visa waivers), investment, trade, development assistance, cultural and sporting links;

R

Extend further diplomatic and consular coverage through the appointment of more Honorary Consuls of the highest quality, and
through coordination of diplomatic representation with member-states of the OECS and
CARICOM;

R

Advocate within the OECS for a restoration of a full joint diplomatic
presence in Canada;

R

Strengthen further the institutional capacity of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and External Trade
to better deliver on its mandates;

Continue to work within ALBA and
the Petro Caribe Agreement to
advance the region’s and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines’ interests.

R

Make “Climate Change” the major
issue of existential importance for
the small-island developing states,
including St. Vincent and the
Grenadines;

R

Continue to provide regional leadership, along with other countries
in CARICOM, on the issue of reparations for native genocide and
African slavery;

R

R

Accelerate our preparatory work
for St. Vincent and the Grenadines’
quest to become a non-permanent

FFOR
OR
WARD WE GO: FFOUR
OUR INN
ORW
INNAA
ROW WITH LLOOVE

and the Grenadines has survived and
thrived in these difficult circumstances
is a tribute to our people’s creativity and
resilience, the quality of leadership of the
ULP government, and our regional/international solidarity.

The ULP government has performed outstandingly since March 2001. St. Vincent
and the Grenadines is a far better place
in which to live today than in 2001. We
have made remarkable progress in all
developmental indices despite the awesome challenges which have confronted
us particularly those related to small size;
limited material resources; the ill-winds
of globalisation; the global economic recession of 2008, and continuing; and several natural disasters. That St. Vincent

In going forward, the ULP has the compelling vision, practical policies and
programmes to lift our country to a
much higher level. We have an excellent
track record of performances; we can be
trusted; we deliver on our promises. We
combine the faith, derived from our belief in Almighty God, and the blessings of
our reasoning faculties, to perform
mighty works, ennobling deeds, together as a people.
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We present for these general elections a
Quality Team of Candidates led by a tried
and tested leader who commands very
high regional and international respect
and affection. We have a full agenda for

the next five years. We promise to deliver a fuller harvest. Greater rewards are
at hand for the people of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. We must not turn back;
we have come too far in progress; we
pray that the people of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, acting through the spirit
of our Heavenly Father, will not allow us
to leave behind any unfinished task!

LET US SHAPE OUR FUTURE FOR THE
BETTER!
LET US WORK HAND-IN-HAND WITH LABOUR
LOVE TO ACHIEVE OUR BEAUTIFUL, UPLIFTING
2020 VISION!
FORWARD WE GO: FOUR INNA ROW!

64

